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The  Tractors  have  obtained  higa  Reputaiwd 
at  Bathj  among  Verjom  of  Rank  and  Underjlundingd* 
r - - The  InttUigence  of  our  EtKju'nies^  at  ihe 
Bath  Hofpital  excited  great  CommotionSj  accompanied 
Voith  Threats  and  Ahufe,  A Counter-declaration  vjat 
to  be.  fgned  by  a great  ddumber  of  very  reffs^abU 
Ferfonsd*  Dr«HAVGARTH. 

' hi  it  nvas  o^ien  neccjfary  to  play  the  Pan 

ff  a Nsaomancerp  - - - The  Patient  curfed 

the  [fiiStitioiisJ  Tracers  as  the  Cauje  of  his  accumulated 
JMijeryP  - - - He  ivas  feized  vjith  a Tremor 
in  his  Limbs,  and  fo  violent  a flAvering  Fit)  that  it 
was  judged  prude.it  io  deffiP 

Surgeon  Smith. 
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A CAUTION, 

^Almong  the  various  artifices  which  havebeen  em- 
ployed by  certain  interefled  perfons,  I have  to  men- 
tion tbe  mean  attennpt  to  circulate  falfe  Tractors, 
and,  from  the  failure  of  tliefe,  to  throw  diferedit 
on  the  difeovery.  Three  inBances  of  tins  kind  hav^ 
occurred  lately.  Complaints  having  been  made  to 
rne,  that  my  TrasBors  would  not  cure  the  difeafesfor 
which  they  are  recommended,  1 was  led  to  make 
enquiry  refpe<Bing  the  cafes  alluded  to  ; aqd  con- 
ceiving thern  fit  fubjcBs  for  the  Ih'aBors,  I called 
on  the  patients  to  apply  them  myfelf.  In  both  in- 
Bances  1 found  they  !iad  been  iifing  counterfeit 
Jradtors.  Had  this  not  been  difeovered,  the  meric 
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of  the  PatentTraflors  nouft  Iiave  fiiffer6d  extremely. 
In  order,  therefore,  to  inform  the  patient  or  pur- 
chafer-of  the  means  of  detefting  this  impofttionj  it 
h necelfary  to  flate  that  every  genuine  fet  is  ftampeU 
with  the  vvords  ‘‘  Pekkins  Paten  r Trac7  ors 
but  as  this  may  be  counterfeited,  T have  liad  the 
precaution  to  accompany  each  with  a paper  of 
directions,  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  a receipt  for 
the  five  guineas,  numbered  and  figned  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  Patentee,  “ Pjenjamin  Dougla^ 
Perrins  to  counteifeit  which,  it  is  unneceirary 
to  add,  is  felony.  As  many  innocent  artificers  an<j 
tradefmen,  from  not  knowing  the  nature  of  my 
Patent,  which  fccures  every  poilible  external  ap-; 
plication  of  the  metallic  influence,  may  be  led  into 
a violation  of  the  lav\^,  by  making  fomething  of  a 
ditferent  lhape,  &c.  it  is  proper  to  infoi  m,  tliem  that 
they  are  equally  liable  to  damages  as  their  employ- 
ers. The  folb)wing  is  an  extradl  of  my  Patent, 
which  is  granted  by  his  Majefty,  and  upon  wliich 
is  ftamped  the  Great  Seal  of  England  : 

We  do  itriftly  recommend  that  no  perfon  or, 
perfons,  during  the  continuance  of  this  our  Letters 
Patent  [fourteen  years]  either  direifly  or  indiredlly, 
rpake,  ufe,  or  put  in  pradfice  the  faid  invention,  or 
any  part  of  the  fame,  or  in  otherwife  counterfeit, 
irnitate,  or  referable,  or  fliall  make,  or  caufe  to  be 
rpade,  any  addition  thereto,  or  fubtradlion  from 
the  fame,  v^lthout  the  diredl  confent  and  agreement 
of  the  faid  Benjamin  Douglas  Perrins,  his 
heirs,  afiigns,  &c.  in  wiiting,  under  his  or  their 
h.mds  and  feal,  upon  fuch  pains  and  penalties  as 
may  be  juflly  infiiCfed  upon  fuch  offenders  for  their 
contempt  of  this  Our  Royal  Command  ; and  furtlier 
ro  he  aitfwerable  to  the  faid  Benjamin  Douglas, 
Perkins,  his  heirs,  afligns,  See.  for  his  or  their 
damages  thereby  occafio.ied,” 


NOTICE 
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NOTICE. 

Is  rny  laft  volume,  Expe-yimenti  nvUh the  M,t..iUic 
^ra^^lors  at  Gopenhagevj  and  In  England^'*  I intiaiiitcd 
my  intention  of  forming  fome  arrangement  for 
exteriding  the  benefit  of  tiie  Metallic  PracSlice  to 
the  poor  ■^2'//^.  It  w.^s  mentioned,  that  thofe  per- 
fons  refiding  in  London,  v hc  had  purchafcd  the 
Tracftors,  would  he  apprifed  when  fuch  arrange- 
ment was  completed,  and  be  invited  to  recommend 
patients  among  that  ufeful  ciafs,  fervants,  labourers, 
&c.  In  a few  days  they  may  expecl  this  notification. 

In  this  place  it  is  proper  alfo  fo  remark,  that 
having  met  with  numerous  inilances,  where  cures 
were  not  effected,  for  want  of  a proper  knowledge 
of  the  nw-de  of  ufing  the  TraCfors,  and  of  the 
difeafes  fubjecf  to  their  influence,  which  the  laft 
printed  diredtions  did  not  fufficienlly  explain,  I 
have  thought  necelTary  to  Ufne  others  more  explicit. 
Thefe  will  be  printed  in  a few  Days,  and  be  deli- 
vered to  thofe  Purdiarers  of  the  Trad:tQrs,  wdio  will 
have  the  goodnefs  to  apply. 


Perkins’s  Genuine  Patent  Metallic 
Tractors,  with  all  necelfary  diredions  for  ufing 
tiiem  in  form,  as  mentioned  above,  may  be  had,  at 
Five  Guineas  the  Set,  of  Mr.  Perkins,  the 
Proprietor  and  Patentee,  No.  iS,  Leicefter-fquare. 
Attendance  at  home  till  three  o’clock.  Patients 
abroad  vifited  afterwards. 

Tliey  miy  be  had  alfo  of  Mr.  Frederic  Smith, 
Chemift  and  Druggifl,  in  the  Haymarker,  London  ^ 
of  Mr.  Benjamin  Brav,  Chemifl:  and  Drug*- 
gift,  Sunderland,  Durham  ; and  alfo  of  Mr.  C.  Cr 
IvANc  WORTHY,  Surgeon,  of  Bath. 
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PRELIMINARY 


OBSERVATIONS, 


AS  every  member  of  Society  receives  many  be- 
nefits from  the  inventions  and  l.ibours  of 
others,  each  in  his  line,  ir.  undoubtedly  becomes  a 
duty  to  life  every  effort  in  his  power  to  repay  the 
oh' h gat  ion.  It  is  generally  ffcknowledged  that  there 
is  no  objedl  fo  iutereding  to  mankind  as  the  difco- 
veries  of  fuch  remedies  as  may  tend  to  enlarge  the 
bounds  of  Phyfic  ; nay,  the  great  Boerha  ave,  im- 
preffed  with  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  did  not  hefi- 
tate  to  aiferr,  that  the  invention  of  a new  remedy 
would  be  of  more  real  value  to  our  fpecies,  than  the 
difeovery  of  the  mines  of  Mexico : at  all  events  it 
will  be  allowed,,  that  it  ftiould  he  deemed  a culpable 
fiience  to  withhold  any  new  method,  rnore  effeduaj 
than  thofe  already  known,  for  the  removal  or  miii- 
gation  of  any  difeafe  especially  when  the  fair  ap- 
plication of  fuch  remedy  has  proved  fuccefsful. — It 
mufl  not  he  faid,  that  time  fliould  be  taken  to  gain 
more  ample  experience ; for,  let  it  be  confidered, 
that  he  wlio  waits  for  an  opportunity  to  do  much  at 
once,  may  breathe  out  his  life  in  idle  willies,  and 
barren  zeal.  This  is  the  warning  of  wifdom  againlb 
lingering  timidity;  aiid  fuch  confideratious have  em- 
boldened me  to  puhlilh  a portion  of  the  numerous 
cures  performed  by  the  Metallic  Traylors,  founded 
on  the  validity  of  indifputable  fadls. 

Whoever  confulers  tlie  different  fpecies  of  mine- 
rals coace. ded  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  the 

vegetables 
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vegetables  that  cover  its  furface,  whofe  meciical 
virtues  are  entirely  unknown,  as  tliey  never  have 
been  applied  either  to  the  purpofe  of  heal  ng  the 
liumanor  brute  kind,  will  n«.t  eafily  believe  that  rhe 
Art  of  Medicine  has  arrived  at  its  ntmolh  limit ; but 
rather  that  there  frill  remains  a large  held  for  c^Ui- 
vation  and  improvement.  “ It  is  greatly  to  he  re., 
gretted,”  fays  Dr.  Black,  that  even  medical  and 
lurgical  knowledge,  in  the  cure  of  corporeal  infir- 
mities, and  in  the  prevention  of  mortality,  is  very 
far  remote  from  perfe£Vion,  and  that  important  jm- 
provem.ents  are  refer ved  for  the  prefent  and  future 
generations.” 

As  thefe  judicious  opinions  are  entcrta’ned  by  gen» 
tinmen  of  the  firfb  clafs  in  the  medical  department, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  Public  will  not  deem  this  publi- 
cation as  intrufive,  as  tlie  obje6l  of  it  is  to  explaiii 
the  nattire  and  tendency  of  the  Metallic  Pra^ice, 
and  to  vindicate  that  Difcovery  from  the  attacks  of 
prejudice  and  order  to  accomplilh  tliis 

with  as  little  expence  of  the  time,  and  indulgence  of 
the  reader  as  poffible,  X have  publHhed  a few  Cafes^ 
which  perhaps  may  be  found  better  calculated  to 
explain  and  fatisfy  any  enquiry  on  the  fubje<£l,  than 
an  exprefs  treatife,  compofed  of  mere  obfervathins. 
l5ome  prefatory  remarks,  however,  may  be  neceffary. 

Tl'iC  Metallic  Tradiors  have  been  fubmitted  to  the 
Britifh  nation  about  eighteen  months  ; and  in  that 
ftmrt  fpace  of  time,  relatively  f|;eaking,  have  ac- 
quired a degree  of  folid  reputation,  that  may  be  faid 
.to  bnghten  from  the  collifion  of  opponepts  ; and  to 
have,  in  a manner,  eiuirely  diibpated  tlvat  cloud  of 
prejudice  which  is  always  found  to  hang  over  any 
new  invention  ; for,  as  tl.ie  Poet  fays, 

‘‘  A^//  novelties  mu  ft  this  expecl^ 

Jf  good,  our  envy]  bad,  n 

As  the  ol^'edliops  to  thi^  Pra(5i:ice,  however,  which 
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intereil:  (not  fliglitly  tin6lured  wjth  malevolence)  lias 
conjured  up,  might  leave  an  improper  imprelfion  on 
the  Public,  if  paffed  over  in  filence,  it  is  deemed 
necelfary  to  make  a fe\v  I'emai  ks  on  them  in  the 
coiirfe  of  , the  prefent  publication.  The  render  is 
’‘recpitlled  to  bear  in  inind,  that  it  is  very  remote 
from  the  writer’s  intention  to  involve  one  of  the 
niolf  enlightened  clalfes  of  fociety  in  one  indifcrimi- 
nave  profcription  ; on  the  contrary^  it  would  be  the 
height  of  ingratitude  to  omit  this  opportunity  of  ac- 
knowledging the  deep  fenfe  which  he  entertains  of 
the  liberal  and  manly  condiuT  of  fome  of  the  firfl 
talents  in  the  healing  art  towards  him. 

On  his  firft  publication*  on  the  Difcovery  iji 
this  country,  the  fame  men  that  {fill  endeavour 
to  decry  it,  loudly  ^proclaimed  it,  with  oracular 
voice,  a grofs  impofition  ; the  teliimonies  adduc- 
ed therein  all  forgeries,  and  tlie  author  an  errant 
impoflor,  whofe  obje(^  was,  before  his  dete<5lion, 
to  fell  out  his  right  in  the  Patent,  and  be  heard  of  ik) 
more -a  fevere-  charge,  indeed;  and  which,  in 
jufVicetothemfelves,  they  ought  tohave  fubftantiatcd. 

The  next  attempt  was  to  dilfeminate  an  opinion, 
that  the  Metallic  Tradors  muff  , in  many  cafes,  .have 
a very  deleterious  tendency  ; as,  they  certainly 
would  repel  the  gout  from  the  foot  to  the  llomach  11* 
This  charge,  however,  was  of  (horter  date  than  the 
other;  for  one  folitary  inl\ince  in  fupport  of  it 
could  not  be  procured,  though  eveiy  information, 
on  fo  important  a point,  was  coin*ted  ; on  the  coi;|- 
trary,  the  influence  of  the  Traiffors  is  to  draw-f- 

the 


* See  Influence  of  the  Metallic  Traders,’* 
puhlifhed  by  J.  Johnson,  Bookfeller,  London. 

J*  See  the  Cafes;  pa;:?e  12,  which  were  commu- 
nicated to  Sir  Jos  EP  H B AN K.S,  by  A.B.  L a m k e R T, 
F.R.  S.  Vice  Prcfident  of  the  Liuntim  Sb« 
•Ciety,  ' 
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the  pain  after  tliem.  Tims  a pain  in  the  thigh  will 
follow  the  Tra(5lors,  if  drawn  from  that  part  to  the 
foot,  before  it  entirely  ceafes. 

Tlie  fuccefs  which  onifoi  rnly  attended  tlie  Prac- 
tice in  every  quarter,  by  thofe  who  podP-jlTed  them- 
felves(;f  iheTi'a(5lors,  drew  fort)\  at  length  a relitclanC 
ack  nowledgmeiit,  that  cures  were  actually  perform-^ 
ed  ; but,  at  the  CuTie  time,  to  detratfb  from  the  me- 
rit, it  was  pretended,  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
afcribed  to  any  influence  in  trre-iTiera)?,  but  to  the 
mecbunicaJ  \niUition  of  the  points  of  the  inftrU'^ 
menls. , I'heahfui  di  y of  the  idea  that  atiy  thing 
flaarp,  like  tiie  points  of  the  Trndlors,  fhould  irn- 
part  relief  to  a inim,  ei  yfijieias,'  or  any  very  tender 
and  acute  inflammation,  was  too  glaring  to  efcape 
detedlion.  Sudi  applicatior's  mull  evidently  inc.reafe 
the  difeafe.  If  any  advanhage  was  to  he  derived 
from:  fuch  a pradice,  w’hy  not  life  a hard  fcratching 
brufli,.  or  a law,  See.  ? A fimilar  fuggeflioji  havir^g 
been  Ifarted  in  America,  was  thus  animaxlverted 
ppon  by  the  learned  Dr.  Yaugiian,  F.  D.  M.  S. 
M,  P.  M.  S.  &c,.  &c.  which  has  fmee  been  pub- 
lilbed,  at  the  requefl  of  the  Delaware  P/iedical  So- 
ciety* |t  is  argued  by  fome,”  he  fays,  ‘‘  who 

ai'^ 


* The  follow'ing  ^Letter  was  addreffed  to  Dr. 
Vaughan,  by  Jamies  Tii-ton,  M.  D.  Prefulent 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  ( n 
his  confentjng  to  have  the  Di(rert3tion_j>ubliflied  ; 
[For  fome  extrads  from  this  Dilfertation,  fee  “ In-- 
Jiuence  of  Metallic  Trackers  f page  90.  j 
“ Dear  Sir, 

I am  glad  you  have  at  length  overcome  the  re- 
flraints  of  diffidence,  by  giving  us  your  thoughts  on 
Electricity,  in  explanation  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  Me- 
tallic Operation.  That  fome  general  principle 

cxiiis. 
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lire  op]>3fetl  to  the  Metallic  Oj'>eration,  thnt  the  efn* 
Cacy  (>r  the  Tradlors  depends  merely  on  tlie  counter- 
irritation  produced- hy  friviiion.  I would  afk  thofe^ 
dograatifis,  how  metallic  fridion  cures  huins-,  or 
topical  inflammation  ? Does  not  the  leall  iiu]>ref- 
fion  on  an  inflamed  part  produce  pain,-  and  w ould 

m^t 

exifls,  wliich  gives  metals  a powerful  iniluerce  on 
the  animal  economy,  is  noxv  univerfally  acknow- 
tedged  by  philofophers  the  moft  candid  and  hefl: 
qualified  to  judge,  inftead  of  involving  Dr.  Per- 
kins in  the  difgrace  of  M ksmer,  I apprehend  we 
might  rather  to  cohtmfl  the  honeji  \v]th  t!ie  foguc  ; 
for,  vyithout  art  or  atfedfation.  Dr.  Perkins  barely 
difclofes  nfefal  facts,  by  means  tlie  moff  fitii])le  and 
cafy. 

It  muff  be  confelfed,  however,  that  many  rc- 
jeCt  onr  general  principle  ; like  infidels  to  the  gof- 
pel,  they  admit  of  no  myfferies,  and  rc-fufe  to  be- 
lieve what  they  do  not  readily  comprehend.  Others, 
who  acknowledge  that  a general  principle  pervades 
the  animal  economy;  on  which  the  metals  have  in- 
fluence, neverthelefs  ditpute  about  what  this  nota- 
ble power  may  be.  Both  tliefe  c lalTes  of  tnen  ought 
ro  thank  you.  To  the  one  you  have  given  a feafon 
tliey  did  not  apprehend,  and  the  other  fliotild  wiflt 
for  the  beft  accouiit  knowm  or  well  underflood'* 
For  my  part,  1 fiornkly  confefs,  I fliall  be  ratiefieJ 
with  the  principle  of  Animal  ELECTRiciTt,- 
until  the  phenomena  lu’c  better  explained  by  means 
cf  fume  other. 

“ By  puhlilhing  to  the  avorld  the  thoughts  yon 
hive  digefled  and  arranged  on  Animal  tleClricity,- 
and  the  maniiei  in  which  it  explains  the  Mefaliic 
Operations,  you  will  at  leafl  invite  difculfion,  and 
may  profit  wnth  the  reft  ol  your  hretliren  by  the 
event.  Witli  great  refpeCl,  1 am,  dear  Sir, 

*•  Yd  Hi ‘Inend  and  humble  fervair, 

“ James  Tilton.** 
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not  fri^^.ion  augment  the  evil  ? Plilegmons,  art'i 
fome  other  topical  inftaramations,  may  often  he  re- 
moved by  exciting  a counler-in  itation  with  blifters;,: 
&:c.  j but  blifters  (eldotn  anfwi^r  any  valuable  pur- 
pofe  in  local  inflammations,  accompanied  with  ex- 
celFive  adiion  of 'the  arterial  lyliem,  until  the  fever 
is  previoufly  di minified. 

Having  thus  ftiifted  every  ground  of  plaufible  ob- 
jection, till  they  h-d  not  a foot  to  Jftand  on,  they 
were  at  length  driven  to  refort  to  the  aerial  regions 
of  iMAcmATioNl  It  cannot  have  efcaped  the  recol- 
lection of  the  reader,  that  a practice,  confiding  of 
2u  external  procefs,  arrefled  a confi<lerable  degree 
of  public  attention  in  Europe,  fome  years  fince,  un- 
der the  name  of  Animal  Magnecifm,  that  it  was 
eve  ntually  exploded  on  the  ground,  that  it  produced 
efledbs  only  through  the  medium  of  the  imaginatjou. 
The  vmintbrmed  order  of  fociety,  whofe  feeble 
minds  may  be  faid  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  im- 
predion,  may  be  eafily  brought  to  think  themfelves 
benefited,  and  in  fome  inflances  really  have  derived 
relief  in  certain  pains  and  nervous  affections  fiom 
the  mere  force  of.  imagination,  it  is  thei  eforenov/ 
attempted  to  hferibe  the  cures  performed  by  the 
Tractors  to  the  induence  of  this  medium.  I (bould. 
fcarce  feel  myfelf  called  on  to  take  any  notice  of 
this  futile  pretenfion,  if  1 were  merely  addreffmg  my  - 
felf  to  thofe  who  had  witneffed  the  effects  of  the 
Tractors,  and  the  natuVe  of  their  cures  $ but  as  thofe 
who  HEAR,  have  notfo  good  evidence  as  thofe  who 
SEE,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  fay  a few  words  on  this 
fubjeCt,  merely -to  prevent  any  mifreprefentation. 
It  is  hoped  that  a few  plain  faCfs  will  abundantly  fa- 
tisfy  thofe  who  fmcerely  wifh  to  afeertain  the  truth, 
how  far  this  lemedy  is  indebted  to  the  powerful 
workings  of  imagination,  as  its  opponents  have  in- 
duffrioufly  iufinuated.  It  is  demouff rated,  ,fo  far  as 
ja  medical  fad  will  admit  of  demonUration/  lirAttBc 

T;  a&ors 
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'Tra-riors  are  fj^c.^ual  in  cafes  ‘where  the  imy.gxnaii^n 
cr.n  have  no  pofjiLIe  injiuenccy  fuch  at  epikijlic  JUs,  diftfes 
ef  infants,  and  even  in  the  b’  ute  creation, fuch  as  hoi fs,^c.\ 
th.it  they  reduce  tumors,  and  allay  inflammations  fn  fenfi-^ 
bly,  that  the  change  is  vijiile,and  that  in  erf  on  s ‘who  have 
evinced  great  prejudices  ciguinji  them',  that  the  p?  efence 
ef  oily  fubftanees  on  the  parts  afficfcd,  rcfjl  the  in* 
Jiucnce  and  prevent  their  efficacy,  ^ Where  alTerti- 
ons,  involving  a fa6l  of  confiderable  magn  rude,  are 
ailvanced,  it  is  reafonable  to  expe6l  that  fuch  afier- 
tions  ihould  be  fupportetl  by  proofs.  In  compli- 
ance with  fo  rational  an  expedlation,  1 muft  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  mimbt-rlefs  flate- 
ments,  which  have  been  made  to  that  effo6l.  To 
fave  Inm,  however,  as  much  trouble  as  pofliblc.,  about 
one  i'.undjcil  and  fifty  cafes  from  the  firft  literary 
charat^ters  in  Europe  and  America  may  be  confulted\ 
in  which  one  or  other  of  thefe  obfervations  are  fuh- 
ffantiated  in  the  following  pages  ; 2,  3-,  4,  5,  9,  lo, 
1 2,  I 7,  15,  ib,  iK,  19,  20,  2t,  2’^,  24,  25,  26,  27, 

35>  39»40,  43>44t  46.  48,  49,  50,  51, 

5^j  54>  5'»  59>  63,  64,  65,  74,  79> 

84,  85,  89,  9c,-  91,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  97,  98y 

$9,  loT,  103,  104,  106,  1 12,  114,  116,  T19,  1 20, 
122,  123,  124,  125,  126,  127,  128,  129,  130,  132, 
J35- 

Can  thefe  cures  be  aferibed  tb  an  operation  of  ti)e 
imagination  ? if  infants  are  callable  of  fuch  menial 
exertions,  vvhy  ha’^e  they  been  kept  mewling  and 
poking  in  their  nurfes  Tap,”  and  not  called  to  ait 
their  part  in  the  cabinet  and  in  ihe  field  ? Is  it  be- 
lieved, as  fome  hair-brained  philofophers  of  old  have 
alTerted,  that  a patient,  during  a fit  of  epilepfy,  holds 
communication  with  immortals,  and  that  his  imagi- 
nation  is  in  confequence  irradiated,  and  rendered 
tenfold  more  powerful  ? Does  the  horfe  polTefs  tlie 
unitm  raticnalisy  hitherto  cotilidered  as  exclufively 
belonging  to  man  ? elfe  why  has  he  been  driven 

into 
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upon  at  prefent,  my  remarks  will  be  chiefly  dire^- 
cd  to  the  corredion  of  that  error. 

After  ridiculej  and  affedation  of  contempt  for  fo 
paltry  a medical  projed,'’  had  been  tried  without 
fiiccefs,todifcredit  the  Metallic  Pradice,recourfeisat 
length  had  to  the  more  fpecious  pretext,  experiment* 
To  this  it  is,  that  the  attention  of  the  reader  is  now 
paiticuiarly  folicited.  Nothing  is  lefs  difficult,  than 
to  procure  and  Hate  cafes  which  may  produce  con- 

vidion 


of  all  his  experiments,  fometimes  almoft  inclined 
him  to  think  his  fuppofed  Difcovery  was  all  a fallacy, 
and  the  effeds  afcribable  to  imagination.  In  the 
year  1796,  however,  he  acquired  fome  new  ideas 
on  the  fubjed,  which  led  to  the  Difcover}  of  the 
unequivocal  influence  of  certain  metallic  fubftances 
on  difeafes,  and  the  invention  of  the  Metallic  Trac- 
tors. This  was  inflantly  communicated  to  fome  of 
his  befl  friends,  who  advifed  him,  without  delay,  to 
apply  for  a Patent.  As  he  had  a large  family,  and 
his  affairs  confiderably  embarraffed,  in  confequence 
of  negleding  the  ufual  calls  of  his  profelfion,  iu  the 
profecution  of  this  his  favourite  objed,  added  to 
fome  pecuniary  facrifices  in  eftablifhlng  a public  fe- 
minary  for  the  education  of  youth,  he  w^as  perfuaded 
to  adopt  the  raeafiire,  and  accordingly  repaired 
to  Philadelphia,  the  feat  of  government,  where  a 
Patent  w^as  granted  to  fecure  the  benefit  of  the  Dif- 
covery. The  hofpitals  and  other  public  inftitutions 
of  that  city,  were  the  theatres  of  fome  of  his  firfl 
experiments.  The  reputation,  whicli  the  pradice 
has  fince  gained,  cannot  be  better  conceived,  than 
hf  obferving  the  numerous  communications  of  the 
literary  charaders  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
in  its  favour  (fee  page  87.)  In  America,  as  in  Eng- 
land, it  has  not  efcaped  the  clamors  of  interefl,  ig- 
norance, and  prejudice. 

When 
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vi<flion  in  the  mind  of  a fuperficial  obferver,  tliat 
the  effeds,  which  'foUcnv  an  application  of  the  Trac- 
tors, are  not  produced  by  any  property  in  the  metals. 
Such  cafes,  w’ith  that  view,  have  been  procured  and 
induftrioufly  circulated,  not  only  through  the  me- 
dium of  converfation,  but  in  medical  focieties,  and 
even  in  public  print.  Thefe  confift  of  trials  of 
other  fubAances  than  thofe  of  the  Traders,  on  a 

certain 


When  the  yellow  fever  began  to  devaftate  the 
large  cities  of  America,  he  entertained  the  idea, 
that,  amongft  other  remedies,  fufficient  trials  had 
not  been  given  to  powerful  antifeptics,  and^  as  he 
conceived  it  the  duty  of  a medical  man,  to  run  every 
hazard  where  the  leafl  ray  of  hope  beamed,  he  re- 
folved  on  vifiting  the  diforder.  Accordingly  in  1798, 
on  receiving  an  invitation  from  the  Board  of  Health 
at  New  London,  where  the  fever  was  raging,  he 
repaired  thither,  and  thought  he  witnefled  good  ef- 
feds  from  a preparation  of  common  vinegar,  fatu- 
rated  with  marine  fait,  or  muriate  of  foda,  and  di- 
luted with  three- fourths  its  quantity  of  hot  water 
and  adminiflered  warm  ; a remedy,  which  he  had 
previoufly  ufed  with  great  fuccefs  in  the  dyfentery 
and  fcarlatina  anginofa,  which  had  been  veiy  pre  - 
valent  and  fatal  in  the  New  England  States  fom© 
years  before  [See  an  account  of  his  pradlice  in  the 
Philofophical  Magazine  for  December  1798,  in  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Oliver.]  But,  as  the  fever  had 
nearly  fubfided  on  his  arrival,  he  did  not  meet  with 
cafes  enough  to  autliorize  any  thing  conclufive.  The 
difeafe  Hill  remaining  at  Boiloii,  a diflance  of  about 
an  hundred  mif'es,  he  inftantly  went  to  that  city, 
and  notified  the  poor  that  he  would  attend  them 
gratis  There,  however,  from  the  latenefs  of  the 
fcafon,  he  had  act  an  opportunity  of  putting  any 
b z remedy 
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certain  defcription  of  perfons,  affe<fted  with  painj 
who  reported  that  they  were  relieved.  Here  I 
beg  to  repeat  what  1 have  often  had  occafion  to  re- 
mark, in  my  former  publications,  that  if  a medical 
man  can  be  allowed  fo  feledl  his  patients,  he  maf 
go  through  an  hofpital,  and,  by  obferving  due  fo- 
iemnity,  and  infpiring  the  neceffary  confidence  in 
his  remedy,  he  may  make  the  patients  generally 

declare 


remedy  to  the  tell.  During  the  laft  fummer,  i799> 
at  the  ufual  feafon  for  the  commencement  of  the 
diforder,  with  an  anxious  wdlh  to  be  inftrumental  in 
difcov^ing  fome  fuccefsful  remedy  againft  that 
growing  calamity  ; unmoved  by  the  folicitations 
of  his  friends,  he  again  left  his  place  of  refidence 
in  Connedicut,  and  vifited  New  York,  about  two 
hundred  miles  diftant.  That  city  foon  prefented  a 
fcene  of  defolation  and  defpair,  and  when  the  in- 
habitants were  flying  in  every  diredlion,  and  with 
them,  many  of  the  faculty,  he  refolved  on  continu- 
ing, and  even  notified  in  the  public  papers  his  wil- 
lingnefs  to  vifit  in  any  parts  of  the  city,  all  indifcri- 
minately  wdio  fhould  apply.  This  of  courfe  imme- 
diately overwhelmed  him  in  bufinefs,  and  more 
efpecially,  as  medical  afiillance  was  hardly  poflible 
to  be  procured,  particularly  by  the  poor,  who  refid- 
ed  in  the  moll  unhealthy  fituations.  He,  however 
withftood  the  immenfe  fatigue,  neceffarily  arifing 
from  fo  many  applications  in  that  intenfely  hot  fea- 
fon, for  about  four  weeks,  when,  on  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, he  was  himfelf  alfo  taken  fick,  and  being 
previoufly  worn  out  with  attendance  on  others,  he 
f^vived  only  five  days,  and  died  at  the  ageoffixty-one. 

' It  may  not  be  deemed  the  part  of  an  affectionate  fon 
to  give  his  father’s  profeffional  character,  or  the  merit 
of  thofe  attempts  at  relieving  the  diflreffed.  Of  the 
former,  as  a ph>-fician,  the  reader  will  fee  (page 
I ^7) 
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declare  they  have  experienced  relief ^ (I  do  not  fay 
that  they  will  be  cured^  or  that  any  vifible 
will  be  obfervable  on  the  part  affected)  and  this  fhall 
be  done  with  either  a flick,  (tone,  brickbat,  feewer, 
pipe.flem,  or  indeed  without  any  thing  but  his  bare 
finger.  1 fliall  not  infult  the  reader’s  underftand- 
ing  by  urging,  what  muft  be  evident  to  every  per- 
fon,  that  experiments  on  hofpital  patients  on  this 
account  are  far  lefs  fatisfaftory  than  thofe  on  per- 
fons  of  refpedtabilicy  in  private  pradice,  where  the 
charader  of  the  patient,  as  well  as  the  difeafe,  is 
better  known  [fee  Dr.  Pearson’s  report  of  Ex- 
periments in  Sc.  George’s  Hofpital,  page  66  ] In- 
deed no  declaration  of  relief  from  the  poor  cre- 
dulous paupers  in  a hofpital,  ought  to  be  admitted 
as  evidence  in  this  practice,  unlefs  there  is  a vijioh 
proof  to  the  by-ft ruler  of  the  alteration;  fuch  as 
the  fubfuling  of  inflammations,  tumefadions,  dc. 
It  has  ever  been  my  cultom,  when  I have  nret  gen- 
tlemen at  the  poor-honfes  or  hofjv.tals  to  try  the 
eflicacy  of  the  Tractors,  if  cafes  of  this  defenption 
could  not  he  met  with,  to  endeavour,  by  all  polfihle 
means,  to  imprefs'  on  the  patient  an  idea  of  the 
firnplicity  of  the  remedy ; that  poflibly  he  would 

receive 


97)  a letter  from  his  Excellency,  t!ie  Chief  Juitice 
ol  the  United  States,  who  was  a native  and  a refi- 
dent  of  the  fame  Si  ate  with  the  Dodor ; and  anotlver 
(page  98)  from  the  Secretary  and  Fellow  of  ihe 
American  Philofophical  Society.  If  the  folicitude 
exprelfcd  in  the  Buictin  of  Health  at  his  illnefs, 
which  it  immediately  announced  in  an  unufiial  man- 
ner, and  tile  fubfequent  fenfations  evinced,  when 
its  termina'ion  w'as  Bated,  be  any  criterion  for 
judging  oil  tlie  fecond  liead,  his  death  was  lamente»l 
as  of  one  who  had  devoted  his  life  to  the  caufe  of 
humanity,  and  enriched  the  healing  ait  with  one  of 
her  molt  impuitant  remedies. 


XXX 
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receive  no  benent  ; and,  if  fo,  by  no  means  to  fay 
that  he  had.  Tliis  is  the  only  method  whiclv  may 
y.iUhorize  a probability  that  the  reports  may  be  re- 
lied on.  Numerous  cafes,  where  fuch  relief  was 
reported,  have  been  commuiticated  to  me;  but, 
nnlefs  a cure  was  effecled,  or  fome  flriking  incident 
was  oltfervable,  they  have  ever  been  regarded  as 
unworthy  as  evidence  ; nor  will  any  fuch  cafes  be 
found  in  the  following  pages.  To  perfuade patients 
of  this  clafs  to  declare,  that  they  are  relieved,  and 
even  to  think  fo,  nothing  more' is  neceffary  than  to 
imprels  on  their  minds  a favourable  opinion  of  the 
remedy,  to  induce  them  to  believe  that  thoufands 
have  been  cured  by  the  fame  wonderfully  efficacious 
means,  and  they  will  be  very  ready  to  acknowledge 
that  they  begin  to  feel  what  others  have  previouny 
experienced.  It  is  this  trick  which  has  been  played 
otf  on’  FiJiitious  Tradors,  and  public  hofpitals  have 
been  fought  as  tliebeft  theatre  where  fuch  experiments 
ought  to  be  exhibited  ; and  under  circuraftances  too 
which  are  replete  with  iliiberality  andiiijuftice.  It  is 
due  to  truth  and  iheDifcovery  to  ftate,  that,  nbewith- 
flanding  the  very  fair,  and,  in  every  refpebt,  ho- 
iu)urabie  propofals  ever  made  both  by  my  friend 
Surgeon  Lang  worth  v and  myfelf,  not  only  in  our 
converfation,  but  in  our  publications;  and  our  very 
carneff  defire  of  any  trial  or  trials,  which 

fhouk!  be  made,  with  the  Tradtors,  with  a view  of 
afeertaining  their  merits,  it  has  never  been  thought 
proper  to  admit  either  of  us  to  be  prefent  on  thefeoc- 
cafions  ! ! Who  can  read  Mr.  L a n g w p r t h y ’ s very 
honourable  propofals*  [fee  page  86  of  this  Book], 

and 


* It  is  impoflible  to  read  Mr.  Langworthy’s 
Traci  without  bearing  teftimony  to  his  candour,  and 
the  favourable  propofitions  he  holds  out  to  medical 
men  to  aflifl  him  in  fubjecting  the  Pradtice  to  a fair 
ttfl.  This  could  not  but  be  acknowledged  by  thofe 

who. 
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and  believe  than  an  ademblage  of  medical  men 
fhould  go  to  an  hofpital  in  B ith,  with  the  oJ\enJible 
purpofe  of  candidly  examiiiing  the  merits  of  the 
Tra<ftors,  by  the  tefl  of  fair  exper.m.ntj  and  cautl- 
oufly  avoid  giving  him,  or  Dr.  O’Conn e l l,  who 
was  alfo  an  advocate  for  the  Tradtors,  and  wht), 
it  was  publicly  known,  would  have  readily  attended 
onfnchan  occafion,  any  mtimation  of  their  inten- 
tions ? If  it  was  thought  that  the  Pradfice  could 
not  {land  the  inveftigation,  and  that  the  worjd 
fliould  be  apprifed  of  the  fadt,  would  it  not  have 
been  more  fatis factory  to  the  Public,  to  have  it 
ftated,  that  the  experiments  were  made  in  prefence 
of  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  remedy,  and,  after 
every  fair  chance,  it  could  not  b?  pi'oved  to  have  me- 
rits ? Mr.  Langwor THV,  or  Dr.  O'Connell,  it 
was  known,  would  he  foliciiiais  to  fee  that  cafes 
were  fairly  feledted,  and  experiments  faiily  made, 
as  well  as  reported. 

But  the  tranfadlion  here  alluded  to,  has  juil  been 
prefented  to  the  world  by  the  adfors  in  the  farce; 
and  a work  is  publhhed,  with  the  profefied  views  of 
arrefling a popular  illufion.”  Were  I not  liable 
to  damages,  for  publifliing  wnat  is  fecured  by  copy- 
right to  another,  1 (lionld  comply  with  the  advice  of 
my  friends,  and  immediately  have  that  publication  re- 
printed, with  a few  comments,  and  fold  at  a trifling 
expence,  with  a view  of  giving  general  circulation  to  a 

work 


who,  on  a former  occafion,  had  even  treated  thisfub- 
je£l  with  fcepticifm  : They  fay,  Mr.  Langwor- 
thy is  fettled  at  Bath,  and,  with  a view  of  giving 
opportunities  to  the  medical  pradlicioners  of  that 
place  to  eflimate  the  real  value  of  the  Tradfors,  lie 
offers  his  alBftance  to  any  paupers  in  tlie  hof  pital, 
SiV\<\  propofs  optiruthtg  in  pnjiince  of  iheir  medical  attenr- 
Hants,  This  is  ceitainly  candid.” 

Bi  itijh  Critic^  f jf  April  1 790, 
b 4 
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work  which  I regard  as  the  mofl  conclufive  evidence 
of  the  efficacy  of  tlie  Genuine  Patent  Metallic  Trac- 
tors that  has  yet  been  produced,  when  taken  in  its 
juft  point  of  view.  Under  this  impreffion,  I now 
feel  the  propriety  of  earneftly  requeuing  thofe  who 
have  not  a knowledge  of  the  treatment  this  Difco=» 
very  receives,  and  the  exertions  made  to  difcredit 
it,  to  read  the  tradl  in  queftion.  The  more  effec- 
tually to  obtain  a correif  idea  of  the  merits  of  the 
Cafes  therein  adduced,  in  Tubilantiating  what  is  pro- 
pofedi  it  will  be  abfolutely  neceffary  that  the  pre- 
ient  pamphlet  be  examined  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  Cafes  in  each 
may  he  readily  afcertained,  for  in  this  confifts  the 
material  circumftance.  As  the  publication  jufl 
mentioned  is  ufhered  kito  light  under  a name  high 
on  the  lill  of  medical  fame,  and  as  it  is  the  elaborate 
refuU  of  twelve  montif  s induftry,  it  miiif  be  regarded 
as  containing  the  whole  phalanx  of  evidence  which 
is  to  attack  and  deal  the  fatal  blow  to  this  popular 
iUufion,  which  has  fo  wonderfully  prevailed  and 
fpread  fo  rapidly.”  Here  follows  the  title — Of 
'/he  Jmaginulion  as  a Oauje  and  as  a Cure  of  Diforders  of 
the  Body extmplfitd  by  Fitlltious  'Tradiors  and  Epide^ 
nveai  Convulfons.  Dcc'ipmmr  fpe-:U)  HoR.  Ey  John 
Haycarth,  M.  D.  price  One  Sliilling,  44  y?. /?, 
The  communications  which  Dr.  H.  was  enabled  to 
procure  amount,  in  toto,  to  two  in  number  ! one 
from  a Mr.  R I c H ARD  Smi T H,  a Surgeon,  in  Brif- 
tol  5 and  the  other  fiom  the  Do^o'c  himfelf.  Thel'e, 
with  his  bwn  obfervations  upon  them,  mufl  be  th^ 
fubje<5l  of  a brief  analyfis. 

The  Traftf-rs,”  fays  our  Author,'  page  2, 
have  obtained  fuch  high  reputation  at  Bath,  even 
among  perfons  of  rank  and  undetfiandw^,  as  to  re- 
-quire  the  paivicuiar  attention  of  phyricians.”  After 
ohferN  ing  that  tiaais  Ihould  be  made  with  the  true 
and  hiliu  Tiador:.-  Uuh  as  wood,  c4C.  keeping  the 

fee  ret 
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fecret  from  the  patients,  he  proceeds  to  flate,  that, 
with  fome  other  phyficians,  he  contrived  two 
wooden  Tra6lors,  of  nearly  the  fame  (hape  as  the 
Metallic,  and  painted,  to  refemble  them  in  colour’* 
(page  3.)  With  thefe,  on  the  17th  of  January, 
1799,  ■went  to  the  General  Hofpitalin  Bath, 
and  five  Cafes  were  chofen  of  cluonic  rheumatifm 
in  the  ankle,  knee,  wrift,  and  hip.  One  of  the  pa- 
tients had  alfo  gouty  pains.  All  the  affeded  joints, 
except  the  laft,  were  fvvelled,  and  all  of  them  had 
been  ill  for  feveral  months”  (page  3.)  A detail  is  then 
given  of  the  effedls  of  wooden  Tradtors.  They  made 
all  the  patients,  excepting  one,  fay  their  pains  were 
relieved  5 but  here  let  me  add,  neither  in  thefe 
five  Cafes,  nor  in  a fingle  one,  publifhed  in  the 
whole  book,  is  it  pretended,  that  a tumor  was 
lej/ened'f  that  an  inflammation  was  removed ^ or 
that  a CURE  was  unequivocally  effc/^led,  even  on  thefe 
weak-minded  patient s,  by  their  Fi^itious  Tra^ors ! ! 
And  yet  Dr.  Haygarth  has  the  temerity  to  infer 
from  thefe  five  Cafes,  that  it  need  not  be  re- 
marked how  completely  the  trial  illuftrates  the  na- 
ture of  this  popular  illufion,  which  has  fo  wonder- 
fully prevailed  and  fpread  fo  rapidly:’*  and  again, 
this  evidence  is  not  inferior  to  what  is  alledged 
in  favour  of  the  trueTradfors  ! !”  (page  5).  Reader, 
after  the  Cafes  before  you  in  this  book,  I fhould 
affront  your  underftanding  did  I give  myfelf  the 
trouble  to  prove  the  palpable  falfehood  of  this  auda- 
cious declaration.— And  now  fee  what  meafures 
our  author  himfelf  acknowledges  are  neceflary  to 
make  the  poor  credulous  paupers  in  the  hofpital  '•^be- 
lieve themfelves  immediately  and  three  remarkably 
relieved  by  the  falfe  Tradlors:”  which  feem  to  be 
given  as  a fly  hint  to  other  phyficians  who  may  alfo 
be  defirous  of  playing  off  a fimilar  artifice  upon  the 
Tradlors.  If  any  perfon  would  repeat  thefe  ex- 
periments, it  fhould  be  done  with  due Jolmnity^  Dur- 
b 5 ing 
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ing  the  procefs,  the  wonderful  cures  which  this  re- 
medy is  faid  to  have  performed,  ought  to  be  parti- 
cularly related.  Without  thefe  indifpenfible  aids, 
other  trials  will«o/  prove  fo  fuccefsful  as  thofe  which 
are  above  reported  !!”  [page  4.]  Is  there  a fingle 
polTelTor  of  the  Patent  Metallic  Tradlors  in  England, 
•who  has  frequently  ufed  them,  and  will  fay  that 
this  fraud  is  neceffary  to  make  them  perform  curei? 
even  where  thefe  fidlitious  ones,  with  all  this  pre» 
caution,  only  drawn  out  from  the  patient  an 

2iKQnt  o{  relief  ? Or  will  this  impofition,  even  if 
pradlifed  by  the  adroit  Dodior  wdio  recommends  it, 
be  found  to  fucceed  on  infants,  horfes,  or  epileptic 
fits? 

The  extreme  illiberality  of  this  party,  and 
the  evident  defign  in  not  admitting  Mr.  Lang- 
woRTHY  or  Dr.  O’Connel  to  be  piefent,  could 
not  but  awaken  the  refentment  of  every  friend 
to  fcience,  to  humanity,  and'  to  truth.  Even  Dr. 
H.  acknowledges,  that  it  excited  great  commo- 
tion,” which  he  thinks  proper  to  defcribe  as  follows : 
when  the  event  of  our  enquiries  at  Bath  was  firfl 
communicated  to  the  enthuhaflic  believers,  (thefe, 
let  it  be  recolledled,  are  acknowledged  to  have  been 
perfons  of  rank  and  underflanding”)  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  Metallic  Tradfors,  the  intelligence  ex~ 
(Ited  great  commotions,  accompanied  with  threats  and 
abufe.  A counter  declaration  was  to  he  figned  by 
a great  number  of  very  refpedlable  perfons ; but  I 
felt  much  reludlance  to  provoke  them  to  record  their 
names  as  dupes  of  a popular  delufion,  by  which  they 
might  be  expofed  to  ridicule  during  life.”  [page  25.] 
'Without  enlarging  upon  this  modeft  fuggeftion,  fo 
devoid  of  conceit  and  vanity,  this  unparalleled  bene- 
volence, in  withholding  from  eternal  difgrace  the 
reputation  of  ‘‘  many  very  refpedable  charadersf  or, 
railery  afide,  this  wanton  abafe  of  many  of  the  firft 
perfonages  in  the  Bi  itiJli  nation^  or  without  e:spofing 
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Dr.  H’s  treacherous  memory,  when  a little  before 
(page  6,)  he  intimates  that  the  publication  was  de- 
ferred “ with  a view  to  obtain  further  and  more 
decifive  obfervations  on  this  fubjedl  I fhall 
merely  beg  leave  to  (late  this  circumftance  myfelf. 
A number  of  gentlemen,  among  whom  were  fe- 
veral  of  the  firft  nobility  in  the  kingdom,  who  had 
previoufly  purchafed  the  Tra61:(ms,  and  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  their  real  merits,  either  by  ex- 
perience or  impartial  obfervation,  were  refiding  at 
Bath  when  this  tranfacflion  happened.  ImprelFed 
with  a due  fenfe  of  fuch  a flagrant  violation  of  every 
principle  of  honour  and  juflice,  thefe  exalted  per- 
fonages  came  to  the  laudable  refolution,  if  the  cafes 
Ihould  appear  in  the  public  prints  as  vvas  propofed, 
of  jointly  exprefling  their  difapprobation  of  fuch 
condufl,  and  of  acquainting  the  public  with  the  real 
circumftances  attending  this  diflngenuous  proceed- 
ing. An  apprehenfion  of  detedlion,  and  a wifli  to 
procure,  if  pofihle,  fomething  further  againfl;  the 
Tradtors,  procraftinated  the  publication,  from  Ja- 
nuary 179910  the  prefent  time.  As  thofe  w^ho 
then  refided  at  Bath,  and  who  knerv  the  circum- 
flances  and  cbje^f  of  thofe  tranfadfions,  are,  at  this 
diflance  of  time,  chiefly  fcattered  over  the  kingdom, 
confequently  it  was  well  knowm  that  it  would  he 
extremely  difficult  to  procures  the  fignatures  to  the 
refutation,  and  therefore  the  author,  in  the  interval, 
might  hope  toefcape  with  impunity. 

Leaving  Dr,  H.  for  the  prefent,  1 fliall  proceed  to 
his  volunteer  afliftant,  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  of 
Briftol,  whofe  communication  is  introduced  as 
follows  ; “ With  a view  to  obtain  further  and  more 
decifive  obfervations  on  the  fubjefl,  this  paper,  [the 
Statement  of  the  five  Cafes  in  the  Bath  hofpitalj 
accompanied  with  a pair  of  wooden  Tradlors,  was 

fent  to  two  medical  friends,  to  Sir  W W 

in  London,  and  to  Dr,  M — in  Briftol,  requeuing 
b 6 that 
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that  fimilar  experiments  might  be  repeated  in  both 
of  thofe  cities.  The  annexed  letter  from  Mr. 
Smit  H was  the/or/a»^?/5  refult  of  this  communica- 
tion.” [p^ige  6.J  It  was  indeed to  be  able 
to  procure  even  om  perfon  who  would  permit  his 
name  to  appear  with  Dr.  Hay  garth’s,  as  con- 
cerned in  fimilar  tranfaftions.  The  two  gentlemen 
to  whom  Dr.  H.  fent  his  Tradlors,  his  communica- 
tion, and  in  it,  undoubtedly,  many  perfuafive  argu- 
ments to  unite  in  his  views,  it  feems,  notwithftand- 
ing,  have  thought  proper  to  a6l  a different  part. 
Now  fee  what  a fpecimen  the  new  adventurer, 
Mr.  Smith,  immediately  gives  us  of  the  candour  and 
dijintereflednefis\nt\i  which  he  commenced  his  experi- 
ments, in  the  following  Letter,  addrefled  to  Dr.  Hay- 

CARTH  : 

Sir, 

Mr,  Dyer  fome  time  fince  communicated  to 
me  the  contents  of  a letter  addreffed  by  you  to  Dr. 

M . Confidering  it  the  duty  of  every  regular 

pra£Htioner  to  check  the  daring  progrefs  of  empi- 
jicifm,  I inilaiitly  njolunteered  my  fervices  to  affift  in 
the  defign  of  inveftigating  the  merits  ignorantly 
aferibed  to  Perkinean  Eledricity.”  [page  6.]  Here 
follows  a pretty  harfh  charge,  wliich  Mr.  Smith 
undoubtedly  fnppofed  I fhould  hear  without  emo- 
tion, and,  like  the  fpaniel,  lick  the  hand  that  gave 
the  blow.  I fincerely  hope  and  truft,  that  the 
refult  of  the  experiments  will  open  the  eyes  of  the 
public  to  iogrofs  an  impofuton^ [p^gc  7*]  We  have 

then 


* The  weaknefs  and  the  intemperate  zeal  of 
Mr.  Smith  has  a greater  claim  upon  our  pity  than 
refentment.  At  the  very  moment  the  writer  was 
employed  in  thefe  comments,  he  received  the 
following  Note  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Society— Lhe  JirR  and  moR  refpe^abie  inftitution 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS.  XXXvii 

then  a tedious  detail  of  five  cafes,  treated  by  ficli* 
tious  Tra(5lors,  formed  chiefly  of  wood,  the  length 
of  whicli  precludes  the  poflibility  of  an  infertion. 
In  thefe  cafes  it  is  acknowledged  that  every  arti- 
fice and  deception  was  employed  to  w^ork  on 
the  mind  of  the  credulous  patients.  Some,  in  con- 
feqiience  of  the  terror  of  his  pavj  ^va’wsy  were 
almoft  frightened  to  death,  and  the  adlion  upon 
them  might  well  have  warranted  the  apprehen- 
fion,  that  they  might  have  been  thrown  into  fits. 
A parade  of  eight  medical  men,  it  is  conceived, 
will  be  readily  admitted  to  be  fufficient  to  ftrike 
terror  and  awe  into  the  ftouteft  heart,  and  to 
give  fpafms  in  every  mufcle,  as  was  the  cafe  witli 
fome  of  the  poor  creatures  who  were  the  fubjeds 
of  their  experiments. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  thefe  cafes,  Mr.  Smith 
drops  the  following  (I  mufl  conceive  it)  unguarded 
fadt:  Dr.  Beddoes,  to  whom  I communicated 

thefe 


for  the  promotion  of  natural  and  ufeful  knowledge 
—a  Society  which  recognizes  only  whatever  may  fall 
within  the  fphere  of  philofophic  attraction  j and 
from  whom,  of  courfe,  it  cannot  be  expedted  that  any 
thing  would  flow  that  tended,  in  the  remoteil  degree, 
to  notice  the  author  of  a grofs  impofition,”  or  to 
countenance  the  ‘‘  daring  progrefs  of  empiricifm/* 

^ To  Mr.  Perkins. 

Sir, 

The  Royal  Society  have  received  your  prefent 
of  Experiments  with  the  Metallic  Tradlors;  and  I 
am  diredted  to  return  you  their  thanks  for  the  fame. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
E.  W.  Gray. 

« Sec.  R. 

From  the  Apartments  of  the  Royal 
Society,  Somerjet  Place,  Strand, 

January  lUh,  iSoo. 
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thefe  fa(5ls,  lent  me  a pair  of  the  real  Patent  Trct&orSy 
for  the  purpofe  of  trying  them  when  my  own  fail- 
ed, but  1 declare,  that  in  no  inflance  whatever 
were  they  ufed”— (page  13).  Is  it  poffible  that 
Mr.  Smith  could  have  entertained  fuch  notions  of 
the  penetration  of  the  public,  as  to  have  fuppofed 
there  could  even  be  found  one  weak  enough  to  look 
to  him  for  authority  rel'pecling  the  comparative  me- 
rits of  the  real  patent^  and  his  Trad:ors,  when 

he  declares,  that  in  no  one  inflance  whatever  has  he 
tried  the  former  ? But  if  the  above  acknowledg- 
ment w^as  unguarded,  what  will  be  faid  of  the  fol- 
lowing remark:  ‘‘  All  thefe  cafes  turned  out  fo 
happily,  it  may  be  imagined  they  were  feledled.  I 
declare,  however,  that  they  are  the  firfl  that  occur 
in  the  minute-book;  and,  if  I could  imagine  it  ne- 
celfary  to  add  more,  there  are  feveral  remaining 
equally  (page  14).  What!  has  the 

profeffion  come  to  fuch  a pafs,  as  that  a medical  man 
dares  publicly  acknowledge  that  it  is  a ‘‘  happy'''  cir- 
cumflance,  becaufe  it  is  favourable  to  hh  intereft, 
that  his  experiments,  which  were  made  to  try  the 
merits  of  a difcovery  before  regarded  as  eminently 
calculated  to  relieve  the  fufferings  of  humanity,  have 
proved  it  otherwife ! ! 1 Can  there  be  doubts  enter- 
tained of  the  object  of  this  voluntary  invefligation, 
when  he  calls  fuch  refults  fucccfsful.  Oh  ! auri  facra 
fatites  ! quid  non  mortalia  pe^iora  cogis?  But 

There  yet  are  fome  on  whofe  dilated  breaft 

The  heavenly  dove  of  pity  loves  to  reft.” 

A little  more  from  this  gentleman,  and  we  ftiall 
foon  difmifs  him.  Then,  reader,  judge  whether  it 
is  furprifing  that  there  fhould  have  been  produced 
on  the  poor  vidlims  expofed  to  his  tricks  and  im- 
pofture  fuel]  powerful  operations,  and  often  unfa- 
vourable ones,  as  is  acknowledged  in  the  4th,  8th, 
and  icth  cafes,  where  he  “ caufed  difeafes”  inftead 
of  removing  them ; and  indeed  well  nigh  did  injury 

to 
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to  the  patients,  of  which  they  afterwards  with  dif- 
ficulty recovered.  And  will  it  not  be  apparent,  that 
a man  who  fhould  commit  thefe  a6ls,  and  fo  abufe 
the  confidence  placed  jn  him  by  his  fufFering  pa- 
tients, is  more  deferving  of  the  liabitntion  of  a mad- 
hoiife,  than  the  guardian  of  the  lives  of  the  fick 
and  affliCled  ? In  faCl,  it  was  often  neceflary  to  play 
the  part  of  Necromancer^  to  defcribe  circles,  fquares, 
triangles,  and  half  the  figures  of  geometry,  upon 
the  parts  afFe£ted,  with  the  fmall  ends  of  the  Trac- 
tors. During  all  this  time  we  converfed  upon  the 
difcoveries  of  Franklin  and  Galvani,  laying  much 
flrefs  upon  the  powers  of  metallic  points  attraCling 
even  lightning,  and  conveying  it  to  the  earth 
harmlefs.  To  a more  curious  farce  I never  was 
witnefs;  we  w^ere  almoft  afraid  to  look  each  other 
in  the  face,  left  an  involuntary  fmile  fhould  re- 
move the  mafk  from  our  countenances,  and  difpel 
the  charm” — (page  17).  Now,  was  there  ever  a 
more  prepofterous  inference  than  that  Mr.  Smith 
fhould  have  regarded  the  refults  of  thefe  trials  as 
unfavourable  to  the  merits  of  my  Patent  Metallic 
Tra£lors,  when,  with  all  thefe  exertions  on  the 
imagination,  he  never,  with  his  fidlitious  Tracftors, 
unequivocally  cured  a difeafe,  diffipated  an  inflam- 
mation, or  tumefaClion ! ! Can  an  individual  be 
found  who  wall  pretend  that  any  of  this  Necro- 
mantial  farce  is  neceffary  to  enable  the  Patent  Tra^ors 
to  cure  the  complaints  which  the  Fictitious  ones 
frequently  increafed  as  relitvedP  Do  the  Patent  Trac- 
tors make  perfons  “ dread  the  operation  fo  much, 
that  the  patient  requefts  it  to  be  done  in  bed, 
and  then  produce  a fpafm  on  his  biceps  JLexor  cubiti 
•—(page  12,  cafe  4.)  Do  they  caufe  the  patient 
to  cjimplain  of  their  cutting  him;  induce  the 
pains  in  his  knee  to  return  with  greater  violence, 
fo  that  he  curfed  the  Traftors  [the  fidlitions  ones]  as 
the  caufe  of  his  accumulated  mifery,  and  no  intrea- 
ties  could  afterwards  prevail  upon  him  to  make 

another 
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another  trial  — (Cafe  8,  page  21.)  After  their  ap^ 
plication,  do  we  find  that  ‘‘  in  a few  minutes  he 
was  feized  with  a tremor  in  his  limbs,  and  fo  violent 
a fiiivering  fit,  that  it  was  judged  prudent  to  defift 
—(Cafe  10,  page  23.) 

But,  in  the  publication  before  us,  there  is  one 
circumstance  observable,  extraordinary 
INDEED.  Were  charity  to  account  for  it,  fhe  would 
try  to  palliate  it,  by  afcribing  it  alone  to  extreme  apa- 
thy and  negligence  in  our  authors,  in  not  paying  the 
pradlice^  more  attention  before  they  ventured  their 
obfervations  on  the  world.  What  rigid  juflice  would 
fay  was  the  caufe,  the  reader  may  imagine.  Can  it 
be  realized,  that  in  this  publication,  which  is  pre- 
tended to  be  a faithful  examination  of  the  merits  of 
Dr.  Perkins’s  difcovery,  there  is  not  a fingle  ob- 
fervation  or  hint  which  would  lead  a firanger  to  the 
fubje£t  to  fuppofe  that  the  Traftors  were  ever  re- 
commended to  cure  infants,  epileptic  fits,  brute  ani- 
mals, or  even  inflammations  and  tumefadlions,  of  any 
defcription ; and  that  my  late  publication,  in  which 
are  cited  many  experiments  on  horfes,  is  not  even 
mentioned  ! ! The  cafes  adduced  in  Dr.  H.’s  book, 
while  thefe  fa(fls  remain  unknown,  appear  plaufible 
in  the  extreme}  and  I defy  any  perfon,  unac- 
quainted with  them,  to  perufe  what  he  has  pub- 
Jiftied,  with  a fuperficial  eye,  without  feeling  a 
conviction  that  his  reports  are  conclufive,  and 
that  the  Metallic  Pradice  is  completely  explod- 
ed. It  therefore  becomes  the  more  expedient 
that  the  two  books,  as  has  been  before  fuggeft- 
_ed,  be  examined  at  the  fame  time,  in  order  that 
the  comparative  merits  of  the  cafes  adduced  in 
each  may  be  fairly  appreciated— in  order  to  fee 
whether,  as  Dr.  Haygarth  ventured  to  fay  of  his 
experiments,  that  his  ‘‘  evidence  is  not  inferior  to 
what  is  alledged  in  favour  of  the  true  Traylors;” 
to  fee  whether  tliere  is  not  even  imition  obfervable 

to 
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to  keep  the  fa6ls  above  mentioned  behind  the 
curtain.  Nay,  it  (hall  not  be  my  part  to  give  an 
opinion  of  the  c/ieiv;  of  Dr.  H.  in  his  remarks  near 
the  clofe  of  his  book,  refpedting  his  new  difcovery, 
that  the  imagination  can  produce  effe<lls  on  the  hu- 
man body.  I rauft  not  do  that  violation  to  reafon, 
as  to  fuppofe  that  the  learned  Dr.  H.  Ihould  not  have 
before  had  a knowledge  of  this  fa£t;  and  indeed 
that  an  operation  on  the  mind  will  and  has  a thou- 
fand  times  been  recorded  to  produce  greater  effects 
than  thofe  he  has  Jftated. 

In  the  report  of  the  French  Commiffioners  at 
Paris,  who  inveftigated  the  merits  of  Animal  Mag- 
netifm  (publilhed  by  Joimfon,  London,)  which 
every  man  of  letters  ought  to  have  read,  will  be 
found  effects  tliat  not  even  our  expert  Necroman- 
cer'* could  produce.  There,  however,  as  in  Ins 
own  cafes,  we  fliall  not  find  tint  infants,  hoiTes, 
epileptic  fits,  tumors,  or  inflammations,  were  cured. 

The  real  merits  of  the  experiments  publifhed  by 
Dr.  Havcarth,  perhaps  cannot  be  better  appre.» 
ciated  than  by  confronting  them  with  thofe  in  the 
Difpenfaiy  at  Sunderland  (fee  page  13^)  on  patients 
recommended  by  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Durham, 
and  others.  We  (hall  not  find  evinced  in  that  great 
and  worthy  Prelate,  or  in  the  Phyflcians  of  the  In- 
fUtution,  a prcdcttirminathn  to  expofe  a popular  de- 
lufion,”  ora  grofs  impofition.’*  The  candid  pro- 
ceedings alfo  of  the  learned  profefTors  at  Copen- 
hagen (fee  page  99)  and  their  confc^}uent  decilion, 
th.at  there  was  no  analogy  between  the  Metallic 
Practice  avid  Magnetlfm,”  ought  to  excite  ablulh,  if 
its  fource  is  not  blunted,  in  my  Bath  and  Briftol 
a' fail  ants. 

Before  this  fuhicfl  of  imagination  is  difmifTed, 
the  merits  of  thefe  gentlemen's  objection  mufl  be 
confidered  in  one  other  point  of  view.  And. 
here  let  rne  afk,  why  a remedy,  W'hich  pof- 
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feffes  fiich  powers,  which  is  capable  of  render- 
ing fuch  fervices,  is  not  adopted  ? Can  there  be 
found,  in  human  form,  any  hafe  enough  to  abufe 
the  coniideiice  repofed  in  him,  and,  from  motives 
palpably  lucrative,  prefer  configning  a patient  to 
difeafe  and  death,  rather  than  adopt  an  innocent 
and  fimple  operation  on  the  mind,  which  would  fo 
eafily  and  expeditioufly  reftore  him  to  health.  Why 
is  the  gout,  the  rheumatifm,  and  the  long  catalogue 
of  painful  topical  affedlions,  which  refifl  the  pow- 
ers of  medicine,  permitted  to  wear  away  the  haplefs 
fuffercr,  and  render  his  days  a feries  of  mifery  and 
pain,  when  fucii  an  antidote  exifls.  To  believe 
that  the  imagination  will  perform  the  cures  in  the 
innocent  manner  which  thoufands  have  atiefted  are 
done  by  the  Patent  Metallic  Tra<ffors,  and  not  to 
employ  the  imagination  in  preference  to  internal 
medicines,  which  at  all  times,  it  is  admitted,  are 
not  adminiflered  without  fome  hazard,  is  a crime 
which,  for  the  honour  of  human  nature,  it  is  ear- 
neftly  to  be  wiflied,  might  be  chargeable  but  to  few. 

It  undoubtedly  has  occurred  to  the  reader  that 
much  unnecelTary  trouble  has  been  taken  in  this 
copious  analyfis : fo  would  the  w'riter  have  con- 
ceived, had  not  thefe  experiments  made  a great 
noife,  and  been  circulated  with  inconceivable  in- 
duflry,  todiferedit  the  Metallic  Tractors.  That  pri- 
vate method  of  circulation,  viz.  veibal  communi- 
' cation,  wdiile  it  alTorded  an  opportunity  for  indi- 
vidual emhdlljlnng^  did  not  give  me  a chance  of  cor- 
redting  and  placing  thofe  tranfaclions  in  their  juft 
light  s and  now  that  their  appearance  upon  paper 
has  done  fo,  I hope  will  plead  my  excufe  for  giving 
them  a difeuffion;  and  ftiil  m.ore  fo  when  it  is  re- 
fledted  that  this  attack  comes  from  a quarter  where 
every  argument  againfl  the  practice  which  ability, 
time,  and  opportunity  could  fuggeft,  was  certain 
• to  be  produced. 
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I am  very  well  aware  tliat  thefe  experiments  at  Bath 
and  Briftol  will  be  found  in  reality  to  have  terminated 
fo  favourably  to  the  genuine  Patent  Metallic  Trac- 
tors, that  attempts  will  be  made  to  infinuate,  as 
indeed  has  already  been  done  in  a certain  medical 
circle,  that  there  was  collufion  between  thofe  gen- 
tlemen and  myfelf.  But  I pofitively  declare  that  I 
never  faw  either  of  them  in  my  life,  and  that  I have 
never,  dire<flly  or  indiredtlv,  had  any  communica- 
tion with  them  whatever.  To  fave  their  reputation, 
they  will  undoubtedly  make  tlie  fame  affeveration. 

In  addition  to  this  attack  from  Bath,  I might  men- 
tion that  a journal  alfo,  viz.  the  Monthly  Review, 
has  become  the  vehicle  through  which  fome  perfon 
wittily  attempts  to  depreciate  this  difcovery.  I 
cannot  give  a better  fpecimen  of  the  difpofition  he 
evinces,  than  by  noticing  a trilling  liberty  he  has 
though'  proper  to  take,  which  is,  to  impute  ftate- 
ments  to  the  book  which  it  does  not  contain,  and 
fentiments  of  which  its  author  never  fo  much  as 
dreamt ! The  reviewer  founds  his  attack  and  ridi- 
cule upon  a cure  which,  with  no  fmall  (hare  of  af- 
furance,  he  Rates,  was  performed  in  nvo  mlmtesy 
when  it  is  exprefsly  mentioned  not  to  have  been 
done  under  forty.  And  again,  when  a very  refpec- 
table  phyfician  fays,  a man  had  been  bled  three 
times  to  little  pwpoje^*"  the  reviewer,  by  leaving  out 
“ to  little  purpofe,’’  afcribes  the  cure  to  the  bleed- 
ing ! ! 

A Dr.  WiLLicH  alfo,  a native  of  Germany,  now 
refidiug  in  London,  has,  in  a late  publication  on 
Diet  and  Regimen,  thought  proper  to  notice  this 
difcovery  not  in  the  moft  favourable  light.  In  his 
table  of  contents  he  fj>eaks  of  it  thus,  “ Metallic 
TraRors  exploded,”  1 need  not  add  more  than 
that,  on  examining  the  referred  to,  we  find  his 
proof  of  the  fact-  conhfls  in  the  quotation  from  the 
Montlily  Review  juR  mentioned. 


This 
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This  gentleman,  it  is  not  improper  to  add,  Is  a 
joint  condudlor,  with  Dr.  B— — , of  a Medical 
Journal.  From  the  pcrfonal  abufe  the  writer  has 
received  from  them  both,  and  efpecially  the  latter, 
when  they  lately  met  at  a m'edical  fociety,  he  is  war- 
ranted in  the  convidlion,  that  nothing  but  a conti- 
nuance of  the  fame  fpirit  need  be  expedted,  fhould 
the  fubjedl  be  mentioned  in  the  Journal  referred  to. 
When  it  is  refiecled  that,  among  all  the  publications 
which  have  appeared,  that  contained  evidence  in 
favor  of  the  T'radorSy  thefe  impartial  Journalifts  have 
not  thought  proper  even  to  notice  one  ! it  will  not 
require  a power  of  divination  to  forefee,  that  any 
arguments  againff  the  Pradice  will  meet  with  im- 
plicit approbation  ; and  we  muft  not  be  fnrprifed,  if 
even  Dr.  Hay  garth’s  tradfhould  inftantly  be  brought 
before  the  public,  through  their  medium,  and  receive. 
(?very  commendation,  wfiich  fuch  candid  Critics  can 
beflow  ! — But,  thanks  to  the  advancement  of  reafon, 
there  are  in  the  world,  men  who  conceive  a pro- 
priety of  hearing  both  fides  of  a queftion,  before 
they  decide. 

It  is  an  affedation  peculiar  to  feme,  to  pre- 
tend to  difbeileve  fads,  if  they  have  not  a know- 
ledge of  their  principle.  This  is  harped  upon 
as  an  objection  to  the  Metallic  Fradice.  The 
theory,  fay  they,  is  not  yet  thoroughly  explained. 
To  .men  of  real  fcience,  any  notice  c)!'  this  would  be 
umiecellary.  They  mufl  know  that  the  caufes  of 
the  operation  of  molt  of  the  works  of  nature  are 
unknown  ; and  that  in  regard  to  medicine,  it  is  par- 
ticularly the  cafe.  None  can  pretend  to  fay  how 
the  bark  cures  an  intermittent  fever;  mercury  ihe 
fyphilis  ; or  how  opium  produces  Beep,  and  yet 
they  are  not  lejeded  on  that  account.  None  can 
explain  the  reafoir  why  a magnetized  needle,  points 
towards  the  poles,  and  yet,  it  is  believed,  t!ie  ma- 
riner will  not  eahiy  be  perfuaded  to  lay  afide  the 
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ufe  of  that  valuable  inflrument,  becaufe  he  cannot 
aflign  tbe  caufe  of  the  polar  attra6lions.  That 
our  knovvleiige  of  the  laws  and  properties  of 
Galvanifn  is  at  jtrefent  fo  extremely  circumfcribed, 
as  not  to  admit  of  our  giving  a complete  explanation 
of  the  modus  operandi  of  the  Tradlors,  1 conceive  it 
no  difparagement  to  this  difcovery  to  acknowledge* 
That  they  do  adl  on  the  Galvanic  principle  fee  ms 
generally  admitted  by  thofe  who  have  given  the 
fubjedl  much  attention.  Among  others  who  have 
publilhed  their  fentiments  on  this  fubjedt  there  will 
be  found  in  page  loS  of  this  book,  a theory  from  the 
learned  Profeffor  Abildgaard,  fecretary  of  tlie 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Copenhagen,  a philo- 
fopher,  whofe  difcoveries  in  eledricity,  invefliga- 
tions  in  phyfiology,  and  other  branches  of  fcience, 
rank  him  among  the  firft  literary  charaders  in 
Europe.  The  opinion  I early  imbibed  of  the  inuti- 
lity of  theories,  has  induced  me  not  to  attempt  tliem. 
I have  thought  it  more  worthy  my  attention  to  col- 
led Facts,  articles  more  fubftantial  in  their  nature, 
and  ufefulin  their'tendency. 

As  it  may  be  amufing  to  fome  of  my  readers  to 
inveftigate  the  fubjed  of  Galvanifm,  and  thereby 
obtain  a knowledge  of  the  wonderful  effeds  pro- 
duced upon  the  nerves  and  mufcles  by  metals  ; they 
may  confult,  for  that  purpofe,  the  works  of  Gal- 
VANi,  Volta,  Valli,  FoWler,  Monro,  Ca- 
vALLo,  and  Von  HUMBOLDT,  who  are  the  principle 
writers  on  tliat  difcovery.  Cavallo,  one  of  the 
laft  of  thefe,  after  fumming  up  the  experiments  of 
his  predeceffors  and  himfelf,  concludes  as  fnllovvs: 
The  principal  phenomena  of  animal  eledricity, 
viz.  the  property  of  being  put  in  motion  by  a Me- 
tallic communication  made  between  the  nerve^i  and 
mufcles,  is  not  peculiar  to  a few  animals,  but^feems 
to  be  a property  of  all;  a law  of  nature  which 
admits  of  few  exceptions,  and  thefe  of  a very 
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doubtful  nature.  The  experiments  havealrcady  been 
tried  with  a great  variety  of  terreftrial,  aet'ial,  and 
aquatic  animals.  The  human  body,  whiiH  under*- 
going  certain  chirugical  operations  on  its  recently 
amputated  limbs,  have  been  convulied  by  the  appli- 
cation of  metals.  From  the  ox  and  the  horfe  down 
to  the  fly,  the  efFecfls  of  Metallic  applications  have 
been  repeatedly  and  unequivocally  obferved  : with 
fome  the  power  lafts  longer  than  with  others;  the 
movements  alfo  are  more  or  lefs  evident  and  power- 
ful, according  to  the  various  nature  and  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  animals.  The  legs  of  a recently  dead 
horfe  was  agitated  fo  violently  by  the  application  of 
a (hilling  and  a bit  of  tin-foil,  that  the  ftrength  of  a 
robuft  man  was  unable  to  check  the  blow.  Seve!  al 
animals,  which  fome  time  ago  were  thought  not  to 
be  affedfed  by  the  contadl  of  metals,  have  been 
lately  caufed  to  contradf,  in  confequence  of  the  dif- 
covery  of  more  adlive  metallic  combinations,  or  of 
fome  of  their  more  fenfible  parts.  The  preceding 
pages  contain  all  the  remarkable  fadls  that  I have 
been  able  to  colledl,  relative  to  a fubjedf  which  is 
likely  to  become  of  great  importance  to  mankind.’* 
(Complete  Treatife  on  Eledlricity,  Vol.  111.  p.  69.) 

In  the  feledlion  of  the  Cafes  in  the  following 
pages,  of  which,  however,  but  a fmall  proportionate  • 
number  are  introduced,  preference  was  given  to 
thofe  which  came  from  perfons  who  had  feen  moft 
of  the  pradtice,  and  efpecially  to  thofe  gentlemen 
who  favoured  me  with  the  Cafes  which  appeared  in 
my  laft  publication.  A motive  for  choofing  thefe 
in  particular  was,  to  filence  an  injurious  infinua- 
tion  which  the  enemies  of  this  pradlice,  among 
other  (lories,  have  propagated,  viz.  that  thefe  gen- 
tlemen had  changed  their  opinions,  and  regretted 
they  allowed  their  names  to  be  attached  to  their 
cafes.  Here  let  me  declare,  that  a JlngU  injiance’^o^ 
this  has  not  occurred,  as  far  as  my  information 
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extends,  in  England  or  America.  Oi\  the  contrary, 
as  their  practice  increafed,  fo  has  their  confidence 
in  the  remedy.  Thofe  to  whom  I communicated 
my  intention  of  pubiilhing  this  Tra£t,  voluntarily 
propofed  to  fend  me  more  Cafes. 

To  be  continually  expofed  to  artful  and  malicious 
infinuations  was  ever  expedled.  Every  innovation 
in  medicine  muft  meet  with  oppofition ; an  in- 
ftance  to  the  contrary  has  not  occurred  in  medical 
hiftory.  Harvey  was  perfecuted,  and  attempted 
to  be  ridiculed,  during  moft  of  his  life,  foraflerting 
the  circulation  of  the  blood.  The  bark,  opium, 
mercury,  and  antimony,  four  of  the  moft  valuable 
medicines  in  the  materia  medica^  have  all  had  their 
perfecution,  by  the  faculty,  and  have  been  brought 
into  ufe  only  by  the  unreraitted  exertions  of  bene- 
volent and  difinterefted  men ; and  thofe  generally 
of  the  lower  orders  in  fociety. — James’s  Powder 
was  fupported  by  teftimony  nearly  as  refpedlabie  as 
that  in  favour  of  the  Traitors,  and  who  has  not  a 
recolleilion  of  th^  oppofition  it  received,  and  that 
a pamphlet  was  publiflied  againft  that  alfo  ? 

Two  other  tilings  have  been  harped 'upon  againft 
the  Traitors.  Firfl,  that  them  price  fhould  be  an 
objeition  to  their  ufe  5 and  fecondly,  that,  as  it  is 
Patented,  it  Ihould  be  oppofed  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  a quack  remedy.  Thefe  do  not  in  reality  me- 
rit a ferious  reply  ; what  perfon  who  ever  employed 
a phyfician,  through  one  fit  of  ficknefs,  will  pretend 
that  five  guineas  is  an  unreafonable  fum  for  a re- 
medy, which  may  be  fo  long  preferved  in  a family, 
and  cure  fo  many  of  the  difeafes  to  which  it  is  daily 
liable.  The  objeition  raifed  againft  quack  medi- 
cines is,  that,  as  they  are  often  compofed  of  power- 
ful ingredients,  if  not  iifed  with  judgment,  they  may 
do  material  injury,  inftead  of  fervice. . The  inns- 
cence  of  the  Metallic  Praitice  filences  every  clamour 
on  this  head. 
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It  will  be  readily  admitted,  that  there  never  was  a 
pradlice  before  the  public,  fo  eminently  calculated, 
from  its  nature  and  tendency,  to  encounter  obfta^ 
cles,  before  its  merits  were  pi'operly  afcertained 
and  acknowledged,  as  the  prefent.  The  circum- 
llance  of  the  innocence,  as  well  as  the  efficacy  of 
the  remedy,  muft  occafion  an  indifcriminate  circu- 
lation of  it,  in  the  hands  of  perfons>  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  difeafes.  The  Trac- 
tors will  confequently  be  tried  in  a thoufand  cafes 
for  which  they  are  not  recommended,  and  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  often  fail,  and  thereby  have  diferedit  at- 
tached to  them.  This,  indeed,  is  a circuraflance 
much  more  interefting  to  the  pradfice,  than  is  ge- 
nerally apprehended.  Among  many  alfo  there  will 
never  be  found  patience  to  give  them  half  a trial , 
Their  apparent  fimplicity,  fo  much  unlike  the 
fcquence  attached  to  a pompous  difplay  of  drwgs,  often 
excites  difgnft  and  an  unwillingnefs  to  have  them 
even  applied  ; and  here  I ffiould  notice  a mofl  egre- 
gious error,  which  many  have  imbibed,  in  confe- 
qnence  of  the  publication  of  feveral  cafes,  where 
the  cures  were  performed  in  a few  minutes,  and  by 
a fingle  operation.  Very  much  to  the  injury  of  the 
Tra<Sors,  this  has  been  generally  expedled,  and 
they  have  been  laid  afide  when  this  has  not  taken 
place.  Whereas  it  is  often  necelTary,  that  they  be 
repeated  three  times  a day  for  many  weeks.  T© 
this  circumftance  may  be  added,  the  difpofition  there 
muft  ever  be,  w'here  medical  influence  prevails,  to 
have  recourfe  to  them  only  as  a dernier  refortj  after 
medicine,  and  the  Ikill  of  the  faculty  have  failed, 
and  when  the  difeafe,  in  confequence,  has  advanced 
to  fuch  a Hate,  as  not  to  be  fubdued  by  human 
means. 

. Nothing  but  a firm  reliance  on  the  fuperior  me- 
rits of  the  remedy,  and  a convidlion  that  truth 
would  in  the  end  prevail,  could  have  induced  the 
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clifcoverer  to  have  adopted  the  cuftom  of  felling 
them  indifcriminately,  before  their  credit  had  been 
ellablifhed,  by  previoully  retaining  them  a time  in 
the  hands  of  a few  individuals. 

As  a confiderable  portion  of  the  preceding  pages 
is  devoted  to  noticing  attacks  upon  this  Difcovery, 
it  may  have  been  impreffed  upon  the  reader^ 
that  the  writer  intended  to -extend  his  cenfure  and 
complaint  to  the  profelfioh  at  large.  It  may  not 
be  improper  to  repeat,  that  fuch  an  idea  never  en- 
tered his  thoughts.  It  would  be  the  extreme  of 
injuftice  and  ingratitude  not  to  acknowledge,  that 
very  lately,  many  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  medi- 
cal profeffion  have  honourably  come  forward,  ac- 
knowledged the  merits  of  the  Tradfors,  and  adopt- 
ed them  in  their  pra<5lice.  Some,  indeed,  have  with 
much  independence  publicly  notified  their  friends 
to  this  effect.  The  worthy  and  refpedlable  Dr. 
Mathek,  of  St.  Alban’s  Street,  Pall  Mall,  de- 
ferves  my  acknowledgments  for  his  candour  on  this 
occafion.  The  following  is  a copy  of  a notification 
which  appeared  from  him  in  one  or  two  of  the 
public  prints.  “John  Mather,  M.  D.  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  London,  inform?^ 
his  friends  and  the  public,  that,  conceiving  it  hi? 
duty  to  adopt  any  remedy,  which  experience  and  at- 
tentive obfervation  affure  him  is  eminently  calculated 
to  relieve  the  fufferings  of  his  patients,  in  a variety 
of  painful  topical  diforders,  he  piopofes  to  add  to 
the  ufual  remedies,  Perkins’s  Patent  Metal- 
lic Tractors,  which  probably  may  raoft  fuc- 
cefsfully  be  applied  by  a medical  hand.  Though 
they  do  no  harm  where  they  are  not  of  fervice,,  Jie 
has  fufficient  reafon  for  believing  that  they  pofl'efs 
great  powers,  when  a proper  diferimination  is 
made,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe.  Hours  of  at- 
tendance at  home  from  ii  'till  z o’clock,  patients 
abroad  vifited  afterwards.” 

The 
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The  opinions  of  thofe  v/hofe  profellion  it  is  to 
decide  on  truth  and  error',  by /a/;-  iiivefligation,  are 
entitled  to  gi'eater  weight,  than  thofe  of  prejudiced 
and  interefted  men.  The  Monthly  Journals  are 
therefore  l efpedlable  authority  5 and  the  reader  will 
'undoubtedly  be  gratified  in  feeing  their  reports  col- 
lected. 

The  following  are  their  fentiments  on  the  firfl 
publication  of  the  Author  in  England,  entitled, 
Influence  of  Metallic  'Tra&ors  on  the  Human  Body^ 
frtjenting  the  Hiflory  of  the  Difeoveryy  and  the  Expen-- 
ntentt  of  Literary  Charadiers  in  u^mericaH  (Johnfon, 
Bookfellei’,  price  2 6^/.) 

“ This  pamphlet  contains  the  refuit  of  many 
experiments  made  in  the  United  States,  by  gentle- 
men of  high  refpeClability  and  literary  talents.” 

Analytical  Reviezv  for  June  179s* 
Now  fee  what  is  acknowledged  even  by  a Medi- 
cal Review. 

The  evidence  adduced  refpcCling  the  power  of 
the  remedy  here  recommended,  is  apparently  fo 
llrong  both  in  nature  and  extent,  that  no  inconfider- 
able  importance  attaches  to  the  fubjeCl,  and  we 
are  led  to  give  a more  extended  account  of  k than 
vve  might  otherwife  have  deemed  neceffary.”  Again, 
The  tefti monies  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  Trac- 
tors are  at  leMb  honourable,  if  not  decifive.  Many 
come  from  perfonsnotof  the  medical  profedion,  but 
who,  neverthelefs,  feem  competent  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  ; for  the  fubjeCt  is  for  the  moft  part  an  appeal 
to  the  common  fenfes.  Others  of  the  faffs  are 
vouched  for  by  Members  of  the  Medical  ProfefTion, 
of  J'dgh  and  diftingiiilhed  character.”  . After  a co- 
puris  extract  from  the  book,  they  conclude,  We 
have  thus  thought  it  our  duty  to  go  miicii  at  large 
into  the  evidence  which  has  been  brought  forward 
in  fupport  of  the  alledged  power  of  the  iMetaiIi£ 
7'niCtors,  for,  unqueJ[liona^>Iyj  if  there  be  no  error  or 
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mifconception  of  facls,  the  importance  of  the  Dif- 
covery  is  great  indeed.  Where  the  proofs  are  fo  many 
and  fo  ftrong,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  queftioii 
them  on  any  other  grounds  than  cautious  and  fair 
experiments’*  Medical  and  Chh  urgical  Revie^ju  jor 

November  1798. 

[Reader ; contrail  the  above  fentiments  of  thefe 
rcfj^edlable  Reviewers,  with  the  conduct  of  my  Bath 
and  Briflol  affailants.j 

<<  Dr.  Perkins  applies  the  new  fcience  of  Gal- 
vanifm  to  various  difeafes  of  the  body.  The  efferts 
of  his  Metallic  Tradlors  in  America  appear  to  be 
well  fupported  by  evidence;  and  we  have  heard 
perfons  in  this  country  fpeak  of  them  with  com- 
mendation.”—Review  for  February,  1799. 

The  utility  of  a fluid,  whofe  fource  is  unknown, 
but  which  w’e  formerly  fuppofed  to  be  eleftrical, 
has  been  lately  revived  by  an  American  practitioner, 
Mr.  Perkins,  through  the  medium  of  a fimple  in- 
ftniment,  called  Hxadlon,  from  their  fuppofed  power 
of  drawing  off  difeafes.  Mr.  Perkins’s  treatife 
on  “ The  Influence  of  Metallic  Tradiors,’*  contains  va- 
rious teflirnonies  of  their  good  effeCts,  and  they  are 
faid  to  be  patronifed  by  fome  refpeClable  practition- 
ers of  this  country.  It  is,  indeed,  Galvanifm  ap- 
plied to  the  relief  of  difeafes.” 

New  Annual  Regijler,  publifhed  Odiober,  1 799. 

The  Philofophical  Magatnine,  another  valuable  re- 
cord of  the  literature  of  the  age,  has  treated  the  evi- 
dence of  the  efficacy  of  the  Traftors  as  equally  re- 
fpeCtable. 

Of  Mr.  Lang  worthy’s  TraCt,  entitled  A View 
of  Ferkinean  Eledlricity,'  &c.  are  the  following  ob- 
fervations : 

‘‘  Mr.  L.ang worthy  is  fettled  at  Bath,  and 
witli  a view  of  giving  opportunities  to  the  medical 
practitioners  of  that  place  to  ellimate  the  real  value 
c a of 
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of  the  Tradors,  he  offers  his  affiftance  to  any  pau- 
pers in  the  hofpitals,  and  propofes  operating  in  pre*. 
fence  of  their  medical  attendants.  This  is  certainly 
candid  ; and  it  is  right  to  obferve,  that  feveral  of  the 
Cafes,  here  pnbiiihed,  areatteft&d  by  the  fignatur  es 
of  the  patients,  who  are,  in  general,  perfons  of 
fuch  credit,  as  entirely  to  preclude  ail  fufpicion  of 
an  intention  to  deceive.” — Britijh  Critic , April,  i799* 

The  Author’s  lafl  volume,  viz.  “ Experlrmms- 
•with  the  Metallic  Trocars  in  England  and  at  Gopenha^^cn, 
on  the  Human  Body  and  on  Horjes,'*  has  been  fo  re-- 
cently  publifhed,  that  but  few  of  the  Reviews  have 
yet  noticed  it.  The  decifive  manner,  however,  in 
whicii  the  merits  of  the  Metallic  Pradlice  are  fpoken 
of  in  every  one  of  thefe,  may  give  fome  idea  of  the 
jprogreffive  credit  of  the  Tradtors. 

“ The  new  Science  of  Perkinism  finds  man-y. 
advocates  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  In  the  vo- 
lume before  us,  we  have  experiments  and  obferva- 
tions  of  charadters  of  high  authority  in  the  learned 
world.  The  firft  part  of  the  book  reports  about 
fifty  Cafes,  in  which  the  Tradtors  were  tried  by  fe- 
veral eminent  phyficians  of  Copenhagen,  and  which 
were  in  general  attended  with  fuccefs.  Although 
thefe  trials  were  made  under  unfavourable  circum- 
flances,  from  not  poffelling  fufficient  diredxions  for 
ufing  the  Tradtors,  as  well  as  explaining  the  kinds 
of  difeafes  moft  fubjedl  to  their  influence,  Profeffors 
Herholdt  and  Rafn,  to  whom  the  cafes  were 
communicated  for  publication,  declare  themfelves 
authorized  in  concluding,  that  the  arguments  sgainfl 
Animal  Magnetifm  will  not  apply  to  Ferkinifm,  and 
that  the  latter  is  of  importance  to  the  healing  art. 
The  moft  valuable  paper,  in  the  Daniih  colledlion, 
is  from  Profeifor  Abildgaard,  well  known  for 
his  difcoveries  in  Eledfricity.  This  philofopher  has 
given  his  opinion  refpedting  the  Theory  of  Per- 
kinism, which  he  explains  on  eledtrical  principles^ 
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He  has  reported  fome  curious  experiments  with 
the  Tradors,  which  demonflrate,  that  they  do  not 
adt  from  their  mechanical  irritatwn.  **  la  the  fecond 
part  of  the  book,  are  introduced  the  Cafes  which 
have  occurred  in  England,  and  which  indeed  are 
very  numerous,  and  of  refpedlable  authority. 
Among  thefe  we  have  fome  of  a different  clafs 
from  thofe  hitherto  publifhed,  viz.  upon  horses. 
J/  would  be  invidious  not  to  admity  that  thefe  rejults  jmji 
effedually  do  away  the  ideay  that  the  Tra^io>  s produce 
their  effeils  through  the  imagination.  One  gentleman 
obferves,  that  he  could  perceive  a fwelling  diminifl-), 
when  ufing  them  upon  his  hunte?*,  which  met  with 
fevere  contufions  by  a fall.  On  the  whole,  we  have 
no  hefitation  in  acknowdedging  that  the  experiments 
adduced  in  this  work,  are  of  fuch  a nature,  and  fo 
refpedably  attefled,  as  to  go  very  far  towards 
removing  the  doubts  we  formerly  exprefled  of  the 
efficacy  of  this  novel  pra£lice.’^ 

Novelties  of  Literature  (No.  CCCXXIII.)  1799. 

Sufpicion  never  fails  to  attend  every  publica- 
tion, which  relates  to  an  article  fold  by  the  author. 
In  the  prefent  w’ork,  we  fee  nothing  which  Ihould 
induce  us  to  doubt  the  fadls  ftated  by  Mr.  Perk  ins. 
Thefe  Metallic  Tradlors  have  been  tried  by  many 
fcientific  charafters  in  America,  where  they  origU 
nated,  as  well  as  in  feveral  parts  of  Europe.  They 
are  now  fold,  under  a Patent,  in  England,  where 
they  have  alfo.  been  fwccefsfully  tried  in  many  in^ 
ftaiices ; and  it  would  be  at  once  cruel  and  unjuft, 
to  fuggeft,  on  flight  grounds,  and  ftill  more  fo, 
without  any  ground  at  all,  fuch  refledtions  as  might 
tend  to  leffen  the  reward  due  to  a meritorious  inven- 
tion. The  remarks  of  ProfelTor  Abildgaard  on 
the  Theory  of  Perkintsm  are  candid  and  inge- 
nious,” After  a long  quotation  they  thus  conclude'; 
“ Indeed,  of  difeafes  where  relief  has  been  obtained 
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by  the  ufe  of  the  Metallic  Traftors,  there  are  fo 
many  Cafes  in  this  work,  authenticated  by  well 
known  refpedlable  charadlers,  that  it  muft  be  the 
extreme  of  audacity  and  folly  abfolutely  to  deny  their 
efficacy*'*— JVcekly  Review  and  Literary  journal, 
Oaober,  1799. 

Tile  Cafes  and  Experiments  here  ftated  are  of 
fo  perfuafive  a nature,  and  many  of  them  fo  ftrongly 
authenticated  by  perfons  of  charadler  in  Germany 
and  in  Great  Bi  itain,  that  they  certainly  deferve 
credit.  Not  being  able  ourf elves  to  conceive  the 
ftature  £)f  the  infiuence  operated  by  paffing  the  Trac- 
tors over  the  parts  affefled,  we  fat  down  to  the  in- 
fpe£l;ion  of  this  volume,  certainly  with  no  prepof- 
feffion  in  favour  of  the  Difcovery  ; but  the  perfoii 
who  can  perufe  the  whole  without  being  inclined 
to  wdlh  the  Practice  may  be  extended,  mull  be  of 
< little  faith*  indeed.'*-— Review  for  October, 
1799. 

' The  fubjedl  refuraed  in  the  fame  Review  on  the 
following  month. 

This  publication  announces  good  news  for  al- 
mofl  every  clafs  of  invalids  ; a remedy  nearly  im- 
mediate is  here  propofed  and  authenticated  by  cha- 
racters who  cannot  be  fufpedted  of  ignorance  or 
connivance  v/ith  impofture.  Of  all  medical  difeo- 
veries  urged  oit  public  attention  from  motives  pal- 
pably lucrative,  w^e  are  naturally  and  properly  fufpi- 
eions;  as  of  noftrums  and  arbitrary  preferiptions 
there  is  no  end.  Thefe  Tractors,  however,  have 
become,  from  the  wonderful  effeds  aferibed  to 
them,  objeds  of  juft  and  general  folicitude.  And 
we  are  glad,  for  the  honour  of  the  Difcovery,  and 
more  for  the  amelioration  of  our  common  nature, 
which  they  amply  promije,  to  fee  them  brought  for- 
ward in  fo  queftionlefs  a fhape.*'— Review, 
for  November^ 

Though  we,  in  common  with  moft  cautious 

perfons, 
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peifons,  view  with  a jealous  eye  atteftations  of  me- 
dical cures  of  an  extraordinary  fort ; yet  we  are  not 
incredulous  enough  to  refifl  the  force  of  refpedable 
evidence.  The  Cafes  and  Experiments  here  report- 
ed are  fneh  as  claim  examination.  The  perfons 
who  have  given  their  fandtion  to  the  cures  here  no- 
ticed, feem  to  be  refpedtable,  and  entitled  to  cve^ 
'''^European  Magazine^  for  November ^ 1799* 

Here,  then,  the  reader  has  been  preftnted  with 
the  decifions  of  learned  and  difinterefted  men;  per- 
fons who,  before  they  judged,  candidly  examined, 
reflcdled,  and  compared.  Thefe  chara^ers  are  not 
of  that  fchool  where  w^e  found  the  devotees  of  pre- 
judice and  felf-intereft  aiming  to  deceive  the  public, 
by  mifreprefenting  cafes,  and  confequently  con- 
cealing thofe  fa<fts,  which  wmuld  refute  their  pur- 
pofes,  and  expofe  their  groundlefs  pretenfions  (fee 
page  xl).  The  unanimous  reports  of  thefe  re- 
fpectable  Journals  alone  will  fatisfy  ordinary  feru- 
plcs;  but  we  will  now  proceed  to  wdiat  ought, 
hot  only  to  fatisfy,  but  make  even  the  fceptic 
afliamed  for  his  incredulity,  and  the  man,  who 
faid  that  his  evidence  was  not  inferior  to  what 
had  been  alledged  in  favour  of  the  true  Tradlors’^ 
(fee  page  xxxiii.)  blufh  for  his  difingeniioufnefs. 

The  major  part  of  the  cafes  which  follow,  it  \\  ill 
be  feen,  are  from  medical  gentlemen  of  high  and 
diftinguifhed  charadler ; fome,  however,  are  from 
perfons  not  of  that  profeflion — Thefe  muft  not  be 
regarded  as  of  one  w'hit  lefs  importance.  They  are 
from  men  of  fcience,  underftanding,  and  probity. 
It  is  not  required  to  have  fpent  three  years  in  dilfedl- 
ingthe  human  body,  or  in  learning  the  ufeof  diffe- 
rent drugs,  to  be  competent  to  give  teftimony  on 
this  fiibje<fl:. — The  knowledge,  which  may  authorife 
us  to  fpeak  on  effeds  produced  by  an  external  ap- 
plication, in  topical  difeafes  alone,  is  very  unlike 
that  which  would  be  necelfary,  where  internal  re- 
medies 
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medies  are  ufed,  in  complicated  afFedlions.  Good 
eyes,  in  a charadler  uninfluenced  by  prejudice,  or 
inierejty  may  give  teflimony  refpe<fting  the  change 
ohfervabU  in  an  inflammation  ora  tumefailion,  on  an 
application  of  theTra6lors,  which  is  more  fatisfac- 
tory,  than  all  the  medical  know  ledge  in  the  univerfe, 
without  thofe  requifites.— So  evident  was  this,  it 
could  not  but  be  acknowledged,  even  by  medical 
writers. — We  have  feen  (page  L)  the  Medical  Re- 
vievr  obferve,  that  feme  of  the  teftimonies  come 
from  perfons  not  of  the  medical  profeflion,  but 
who,  neverthelefs,  feem  competent  on  the  prefenC 
occafion,  for  the  fubjed  is  for  the  moil  part  an 
appeal  to  the  common  fenfes,’* 

It  mufl  ever  be  a painful  talk,  to  be  compelled  to 
enter  into  thofe  difeuflions,  which  neceflarily  oblige 
us  to  employ  fo  much  cenfure,  as  may  be  found  in 
the  preceding  pages.— 1 can  only  fay,  that  what  has 
been  advanced,  I have  regarded  as  a duty  impofed 
upon  me,  by  a refpedf  to  mankind,  to  the  difeoverer, 
and  to  truth. — Whether  fuch  fentiment  was  well 
founded,  I have  a perfedl  willingnefs  to  fubmit  to 
the  candid  reader  to  determine. 
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PERKINS’S 

PATENT  METALLIC  TRACTORS, 


tOMMUNTCATED  BY  MR.  J.  A.  MANX,  SURGEON 
OF  SOUTHAMPTON,  TO  THE  AUTHOR. 

H E three  firft  Cafes,  adduced  below,  it  will 


be  obferved,  were  not  wicneffed  by  Mr.  Man  t , 


perfonally  ; but  in  his  letter  accompanying  them  he 
fays,  “ that  having  the  account  from  fo  fcnfible  a man 
and  fo  refpedlable  a character,  I cannot  entertain  the 
fmalleft  doubt  of  the  fa£ls,  efpecially  as  they  are  cor- 
roborated by  the  teftimony  of  the  patients  themfelves 
whom  I have  examined.” 

The  gentleman  to  whom  Mr.  Manx  alludes  is 
Walter  Tailor,  Efq.  of  Potfwood  Green,  South- 
ampton, well  known  to  the  Public  as  a fcientific 
: charafter,  and  for  fome  very  valuable  and  ufeful  imi 
provements  in  Ship  blocks,  lately  adopted  by  the 
Navy.  He  was  one  of  the  early  purchafcrs  of  the 
Tractors,  and  from  having  had  them  in  his  pof- 
feflion  more  than  a year,  is  now  well  qualified  to 
make  a proper  report  on  their  merits.  The  other 
Cafes  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Mr.  Manx 
himfelf. 

Case  I.  A periodical  Pain  in  the  Hand. 

Mrs.  Tailor,  above  Bar,  Southampton  (no 
relation  to  the  above-mentioned  gentleman)  had 
for  thirteen  years  pafl  been  attacked,  fome  rime 
in  the  courfe  of  every  night,  with  a very  acute  pain 
in  one  of  her  hands,  for  which  (he  had  recourfe  to 
many  medicines  and  applications  without  effe<5l:. 
About  four  months  fince  the  Tra(5lors  were  firffc 
applied,  and  (he  fooii  began  to  experience  benefit 
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from  tliem.  It  is  v/orthy  of  obferv?.tion,  that  this 
h:'j)pcning-  in  the  night,  they  were  never  .applied 
when  the  pain  vvas  prefsnt,  but  a6Ied  as  a fnre  f>rc- 
venta  ive  of  its  letiiin.  She  iias  fince  been  at- 
tacked hy  it  only  very  tlightly,  and  a few  minutes 
application  of  ti>e  Traitors  always  relieves  lier,  but 
fhe  fometimes  paMcs  two  or  tliree  weeks  together 
Without  the  leafl  return  of  pain. 

Case  II.  Sprain  and  CorJuJl^tu  . 

Walter  Tailor,  Efq.  of  Potfwood  Green, 
SouthamjTon  (the  gentleman  above  meniioned)  met 
with  an  accident  in  defcending  a flight  of  itairs,  by 
wliich  his  leg  was  bent  under  him,  and  fprained  in 
fucdi  a degree  that  he  was  unable  to  rife  ; the  mnfl 
Tiolent  pain  in  the  raufcles  enfued.  Bis  fervanis 
having  fupported  him  to  a fofa,  he  immediately  had 
the  I'radtors  applied,  which  he  purchafed  of  yi)u ; 
and,  to  ufe  his  own  expreflion,  ‘‘  after  continuing 
the  operation  fifteen,  minutes,  the  pain  feemed  to 
leave  me  as  if  I had  taken  it  off  w’itii  my  ftockmg. 
It  appeared  to  deicend  lower  and  lower,  till  at 
length  1,  as  it  were,  fliook  it  off  ray.  toes,”  He 
immediately  got  up  and  w'alked,  never  having  found 
any  inconvenience  from  tlie  injuiy  fince. 

Case  HI.  A Scald, 

**  The  gentleman,  mentioned  in  the  lafl  cafe,  eir]- 
ploys  a number  of  men  in  a foundery,  one  of  whom 
let  fall  feme  melted  m'^tal  on  his  leg,  and  fcalded  it 
Co  a large  extent.  On  applying  the  Tratlors  iv.’ice, 
the  elfedls  of  the  fcald  w^ere  removed,  and  the  man 
enabled  to  return  to  his  work  the  next  day. 

Case  IV.-  A painful  inflammatory  Swilhng  in  th^ 
Ancle. 

“ I was  called  to  a young  lady  on  tl^e  23d  inflant 
fMaich  witheut  aAy  knowledge  cf 
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ing  been  the  fubje<5t:  of  a fprain  or  contuHon,  was 
affedled  with  an  iniiaramation  and  tuTDefaClion  ia 
one  of  her  ancles,  attended  with  acute  pain  on  the 
flightell  motion,  particularly  if  fne  attempted  to  af- 
cend  flairs.  Kot  recclledling  the  Tradlors  at  the 
moment,  I diredled  her  to  apply  a pouitice  to  the 
part.  About  five  hours  after  I vifited  her  again, 
and  tiien  ufed  the  Tra6lors  for  about  twenty  minutes, 
which  produced  a flight  diminution  of  the  fwelling. 
They  were  again  applied  for  the  fame  fpace  of  time, 
about  an  hour  after,  and  ufed  at  intervals.  The 
next  morning  file  was  fo  much  better  as  to  be  able 
to  walk  out,  witiiout  expei  iencing  but  little  incon- 
venience, whereas  Che  day  before  fhe  could  not  move 
two  fteps  without  very  gieat  jiain.  On  the  fac- 
ceding  day,  25th,  fhe  rode  .thirty  miles  into  Suffex, 
and  her  ancle  to  this  time  [March  3ifl]  remains 
pcrfeddly  well. 

Case  V.  Injiammation  in  the  Eyes,  attended  ivith  violent 
Pain, 

^‘Richard  Lee,  of  Noith  Shiel4s,  Captain  of 
the  fhip  Brothers  (a  tranfport  at  this  port  to  carry 
troops  to  Portiigal)  was  feized,  March  27th,  with 
an  iatenfe  pain  and,  infiammatlon  in  one  of  his  eyes, 
which  he  faid  was  increafed  by  wa!hing  it  with 
braudy  and  water.  On  the  28th,  he  called  on  me 
for  advice;  I immediately  applied  the  Tradtors. 
After  fifteen  minutes  he  faid  he,  was  better,  and  in 
twenty  exclaimed  with  joy  that  he  was  perfedfiy 
€.ify."'  Having  difeentTnued  their  ufe,  he  afterw’anis 
had  a recurrence  of  pain.  The  operation  was  again 
had  recourfc  to,  and  in  a fevv  minutes  he  was  per- 
fedlly  relieved.  The  inflanimation  had  in  fome 
meafure  fubfided.  ^Viien  I drew  the  Tradlors 
acrofs  the  eye- lid  towards  the  temple,  he  ali'uied 
me  he  felt  the  pain  follow,  it  Co  tlie  external  angle. 
Inhere  it  ceafed;  after  applying  the  Tradfors  an  lionr 
B z m 
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in  the  whole.  He  remained  pei  fedlly  eafy,  and  went 
Away.  jBeing  obliged  to  w'eigh  anchor  immediately^ 
I am  unable  to  obtain  any  further  knowledge  of  the 
cafe. 

J fhould  not  neglecl  to'  mention  a circnmflance, 
wliich  I think  merits  obfervation.  I directed  this 
man  to  open  his  inflamed  eye  ; indeed  rhy  afliftant 
and  myfelf  held  the  lids,  while  I drew  the  Tra6tois 
(about  half  an  inch  diftant)  over  the  pupil  and  cor- 
nea of  the  eye.  The  fecond  time  of  doing  this  lie 
ftarted  up,  and  exclaimed,  he  could  not  bear  it,  as 
it  occafioned  fuch  violent  pain,  and  feemed  to  a by- 
flander  to  have  an  effe£l  exadlly  fimilar  to  an  eledlric 
fhock  j but  the  patient  never  having  received  fuch  a 
Ihock,  and  being  entirely  uninformed  on  the  fubjedl, 
could  only  give  me  an  idea  of  it,  by  faying  it  felt  US 

if  I had  plunged  a knife  into  his  eye.^’ 

Mr.  Mant,  with  that  prudence  which  becomes 
every  medical  man,  determined  on  not  fiiffering  his 
name  to  appear,  as  vouching  for  the  authenticity  of 
any  cafe,  to  which  he  had  not  been  h'mjdf  an  eye 
•iviinefi.  When  he  favoured  the  author  with  the  three 
firfl  cafes,  not  having  been  in  polfelhon  of  the  Trac- 
tors but  a few  days,  he  had  feen  no  experiment,  and 
confequ^ntly  obferved,  I cannot  by  any  means 
confent  that  my  na7ne  be  mentioned  as  having  for- 
w^arded  them  to  you  and  in  concluding  his  letter 
repeats,  “ I muft  again  beg  my  name  may  not  be 
made  ufe  of,  until  1 have  myfelf  had  opportunity  fof* 
in vefti gating  the  properties  of  theTra(5lors.’’ 

In  a fubfequent  letter,  with  his  own  Cafes,  he  oB- 
ferves,  I am  now  perfectly  convinced  of  their 
fthe  Tra<5lors]  very  great  efficacy,  and  fhall  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  promote  your  interefl,  and 
that  of  fociety  at  large,  in  caufing  it  to  be  poffefled 
of  fo  defirable  a remedy  agaiufli  fo  numerous  a train 
of  difeafes,’’ 

E'ictra^ 
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Bxt*a&  of  another  Letter  from  Mr,  MaNT,  dated  Nov, 

15//&,  1799;  fever al  months  after  the  above, 

I am  more  than  ever  fatisfied  that  the  Trac- 
tors are  beneficial  in,  a number  of  dileafes.  The 
complaints  which  I have  found  moft  fubjedl  to  their 
influence  are  Inflammations  arifing  from  -accidents, 
and  Pains  from  cold.  The  following  Cafe,  of  the 
latter  defeription,  1 think  not  unworthy  of  notice ; 

Case  VI.  Pain  and  Stiffnefs  in  the  Neck, 

A patient  cf  mine  had  been  affe(5led  for  three 
days  w'ith  a conllaat  aching  pain  in  the  mufcles  of 
the  ne;k,  attended  with  great  fliftnefs,  which  caufed 
an  inability  to  move  the  head  witlvout  occahoning  tho 
pain  to  increafe  to  a very  violent  degree.  'I'lie  difoafe 
origijiated  from  expofure  to  cold  ami  rain,  while 
croffing  the  river  in  an  open  boat.  After  applying 
the  Tradlors  a quarter  of  an  Imiir,  relief  was  ob- 
tained ; in  forty  minutes  great  benefit  was  received; 
and  after  ufmg  them  an  hour  and  five  minutes,  the 
pain  and  fliffnefs  entirely  ceafed,  and  did  not  return. 

^ I am  truly  forry  that  there  fhould  be  unfair 
attempts  to  depreciate  the  merits  of  the  Metallic 
Pra6Iice.  Perfuaded  as  I am  of  its  beneficial  in- 
fluence, I cannot  but  think,  that  in  the  end  the 
fa6f  muft  be  acknowleged  by  every  medical  pra6li- 
tioner,  however  willing  he  may  be  to  fliut  his  eyes 
again  ft  it. 

I am,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  fervapt, 

j.  A.  mant.’’ 

JEFFERY  o'cONNELL,  M.  D.  BATH,  TO  THE 
AUTHOR. 

Sir. 

I am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  povver  to  com- 
municate to  you  tlie  particulars  of  a Cafe,  which  I 
prefnme  to  tiiink  cannot  be  deemed  unimportant  by 
any  phyfician  or  profeflional  perfon,  who,  in  tlie 
.|5  I couife 
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Courfe  of  his  obfervation,  rar.fl  frequently  wunefs 
fingular  variations  and  anomalies  accompanying  par- 
ticular diforders. 

Symptoms  of  J^pnpUxy  terminating  with  an  uncommon 
Crifu 

M.  Ricketts,  ftatnary,  aged  54,  enjoying  a 
tolerable  flaie  of  health,  and  not  of  a full  habit  of 
body,  being  in  his  woikfhop  on  the  13th  January 
laft,  fell  down  fuddcnly  in  a fit,  with  a total  lofs  of 
i'enfe  and  motion.  Tlie  lower  pait  of  the  occiput 
hitting  againfl:  the  edge  of  a packing-box,  occa- 
fipned  a conliderablc  laceration,  and  a profufion  of 
blood.  In  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  he  recovered' 
hinifelf  in  forae  menfurc,  but  without  any  recol- 
le<51ion  of  what  had  happened.  He  was  then  put 
to  bed,  and  inffantly  complained  of  a moll  intenfe 
head-ach,  for  which  he  was  bled,  and  had  leeches 
applied  to  Jiis  temples.  An  eminent ' phyfician  vi* 
fjted  him,  who  preferibed  according  to  his  judg- 
ment, but  there  w'as  experienced  no  diminutic^n 
of  pain.  lileven  days  ela]>fed  in  this  ah.rming 
ilate.  ■ ■ 

H ttheught  of  the  Tra6iors.  Mrs  Ricket  ts 
iniplorxl  me  to  fee  lier  hofo  ind.  From  I’;er  Rate- 
m.ent-  jf  the  ca^e,  1 was  not  warranted  in  fupp.ofing 
it  within  the  probability  of  ihniv  fphne  of  ac^:  ion  ^ na» 
turaliy  concluding  a great  pretTure  on  the  brain,  per- 
Ihjps  extravafation.  To  comply  w’uh  her  ardeiit 
withes,  I went,  but  determined^  for  obvious  rea- 
fons,  not  to  ufe  tlie  Tr.uRors : it  was  about  nine 
at  liight.  An  inflammatory  diathehs  appeared  to- 
prevail,  particularly  in  h’is  eyes.  His  pulfe  full  and 
tenfe.  No  fympU'ms  of  deliiium,  but  tlie  pain  wa^ 
incxpreffsble.  1 remarked,  that  he  more  pafticu- 
la.rly  was  rubbing  the  orbit  of  his  left  eye.  “ Hei'e,’' 
he  faid,  <<  my  greatefl  pain  lies.  Tlfis  is  torture, 
i feU  pain  over  all  niy  Jiead^  byt  it  is  bearable 

<<  compared 
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compared  with  this  part.”  On  a clofer  infpect ion, 
I found  tliat  he  pvuTed  up  in  fome  meafure  the 
eye  lid.  Titis  circumAance  druck  me  forcibly,  leav- 
ing fometimes  feen  and  experienced  myfelf  fiich 
a fign  to  attend  an  internhitent  optlialmia*.  I 
t!u)ught  more  favourrddy  of  his  cafe,  and  as  ho  Aill 
vyilhed  a trial  of  the  Tradors,  I confented  ta  their 
application.  I moved  them  in  a circular  diredloii 
over  the  left  orbit  in  contad  with  the  fein.  In 
about  eight  minutes  his  countenance  fuddenly  cleared 
up,  and  he  e>:claimed,  Now,  now  I am  in 
heaven  !’*  I continued  the  application  a quarter  of 
an  hour,  when  he  no  looger  felt  pain,  bur  with  the 
compofure  of  a perfon  in  perftd  healtli  put  on  his 
cap.  I.i  the  mean  time  i\h(Q.r\'\ngJ\mpt-)>niof  fIatu-‘ 
1 was  Jed  not  to  apprehend  a preponderance 
of  infiammaiion,  but  rather  ro  rely  on  that  fymptorn 
as  a di  sgnojiic,  1 thought  the  Tradors  aded  as  a o W 
conib-st.f\y  and  I began  to  he  hire,  .as  it  were  of  r>iy 
titud,:.  I entertained  fome  expedarions  that  the  c ife 
miglit  terminate  in  an  intermittent:  tliey,were  re- 
alised. For  tliree  fuccellive  mornings  the  pain  af- 
feded  him,  tl»ough  in  a flight  degree,  from  four 
o'clock  until  about  nine.  I operated  on  him  after- 
w'ards  very  foperficiaily  ; but  as  the  Aomadv  ap- 
peared now  evidently  in  fault,  1 was  conviticed  no- 
thing couU  aff  d that-  part  of  the  cure  but,  one  or 
two  timely  emetics,  am*,  if  ueceiflmy,  aftei  wards 
B 4 t!  e 

A compdaiut  in  the  eye,  recurring  daily  at  a 
ftated  period,  and  princijrilly  owing  to  a morbid 
A.fte  of  the  Itomach.  'I'his-  's  more  fieque- t ia 
t*  c fo  uh  of  Europe  than  in  o’r  norihci  ii  elimate- 
Diu  ui'.*  fomv  years  rcfldencii  iii  Lifb  .m,  I met  wiih 
fcvcial  cahs  of  the  kind,  and  exptiienci  tl  myfe’f 
a regular  fuccelflou  of  them  every  I'pring  for  iIk 
ycai.s;  as  in  regular  tertian  agues,  they  yielded  la 
emetics  and  the  bark,  J.  O'Q, 


8^  PERKrN‘&*S  METALLIC  TRACTORS: 

fclie  b.irk.  He  follo^ved  ray  inflru<5lions.  The  fijdef 
was  iramenfe  in  confcqiienGC  of  the  emetic.  He 
has  not  experienced  the  flifthrcft  return  of  the  head,*^ 
ache,  and  is  now  in  perfe^  health.  Ic  npjicais  to 
me  evident,  that  the  Traylors  alone  itopped  the 
dreaded  apprehenfion  of  delirium  and  imminent 
danger. 

**  I beg  leave  to  add  a reflccflioiT.  As  the  very  in- 
tenfe  fymptoms  which  accompanied  this  cafe  did 
iiot,  during  the  coprfe  of  eleven  days,  yield  in  the 
Jeafl  degree  to  the  ufual  mode  of  treatment,  may 
we  not  reafonably  infer,  that  the  Tradlors  polfsfs  a 
very  confiderable  fedative  power  in  feme  febrile 
cafes,  v.diich  has  !io-  lurherto  been  fufpeCfed.  An 
a'leviaticjii  of  the  rnoft  alarming  fymptoms  might 
be.tliiis  (.bt.iined  ; grea^ter  light  refleded  on  the 
new  piinciple  of  tlie  adion  of  metals  on  the  hu- 
man frame,  :\nd  unexpected  truths  arife  for  tlic  ad»- 
vancement  of  medical  feiepce  and  the  beneht  of 
mankind*  I am,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  fervant, 

‘‘  J.  O’CONXELL.’’ 

Bath,  March  ifl,  1799. 


T/ji  Three  frjllo<wiKjr  Letters  viere  addreff.tl  to  Mr, 
Charles  C.  Langworthy,  5’wrovo??,  of  Bath^ 
of  'whom  E.  Lamb  ERT  Efq;  the  •very  ivorthy  and  re- 
fpe^ahle  charadier  hereafter  mentioned^  fur  chafed  the 
Traaors. 

Rev.  Thos. Davies,  Rector  of  Sherrington, 
Sir, 

I feel  a pleafure  in  communicating  to  you  what 
I have  witnelTed  of  the  influence  of  my  Metallic 
Traclors  in  relieving  ti\e  afflicled,  in  the  twohdlow- 
ing  cafes  efpecially  ; befides  feveral  Inftances  of 
Tooth  Ache,  Head-ache,  &c.  in  which  their  ef- 
ficacy was  alfo  fully  proved.  , 

« The  fil'd  Cafe,  which  I Ihall  here  but  juR  men- 

liOU, 
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tion,  is  that  of  Mifs  Gauntlett,  a young  woman 
of  my  parirti,  of  whofe  extraordinary  complaints 
and  fufferings  you  have  had  already,  I find,  Tome 
knowledge,  by  report ; but  that  which  the  Tradlors 
were  now  immediately  applied  to  vvas, 

^ Faralyfts  of  the  Efophagus, 
which  had  for  more  than  a year  and  a half,  entirely 
deprived  her  of  the  power  of  taking  any  fuftenance, 
but  by  the  means  of  a proper  tube  5 vvltich,  wonder- 
ful as  it  may  appear,  was,  by  the  ufe  of  the  Tradtors, 
refiored.  Of  the  particulars  of  this  Cafe  1 here  for- 
bear making  further  mention,  as  Mifs  Gauntlett 
is  about  to  fend  them  to  you  herfelf,  and  to  which  I 
lhall  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

^ The  other  Cafe,  in  which  a complete  cure  was 
efFedfed  by  the  Tradfors,  and  that  by  only  three  ap- 
plications, for  about  half  an  hour  each  time,  was 

An  acute  Rheumatifm, 

The  patient  was  a widow  woman  of  this  pariflii 
Upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age,  and  had  been  for  le- 
veral  years  grievioufly  afifidted  in  almoft  all  licr  joints 
and  limbs, but  which  at  laft  was  confined  to  both  her 
knees.  Thefe  were  inflamed  and  fwelled  to  that  de- 
gree, t!iat  fhe  was  unable  to  move  or  ftir  without  all 
the  pains  and  tortures  ufually  attendant  on  fucli  com- 
plaints. 

Should  the  publifhing  of  the  above  Cafes  in  any 
meafure  contribute  towards  removing  the  prejudices 
which  may  prevail  againft  fo  ufeful  a difcovery,  you 
are  at  liberty  fo  to  do. 

I am,  Sir,  with  due  refpedl, 

Your  very  obedient  Immble  fervant, 
Thomas  Davies.’’ 

Sherrington, 

January  22d,  J799. 

B 5 


Here 


lo  Perkins’s  METALLIC  TRACTORS  . 

Here  follows  tiie  ftatement  from  Mifs  Gaunt- 
let T,  tlie  lady  mentioned  in  the  laft  letter. 

Sir, 

“ Bein;^  informed  by  my  brother,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Gaunt  LETT,  that  you  are  defirous  of  receiving 
from  me  a ftatement  of  the  relief  T experienced  from 
tile  application  of  Dr,  Perkins’s  Metallic  Tiadors, 
1 will  accordingly  give  you  a brief  account  of  the 
Cafe-  I cannot,  indeed,  think  of  enumerating  all  my 
complaints,  and  ftating  my  Cafe  at  large,  as  that 
would  be  the  work  of  a volume,  having  laboured  un- 
der a complication  of  very  extraordinary  diforders 
for  more  than  eight  years  ; but  of  t!ie  complaint 
fi  om  which  I have  been  relieved  by  the  Tradtors, 
the  following  are  the  particulars  : 

In  the  hrginning  of  June  1797,  in  addition  to 
my  ufual  affliiffions,  I was  feized  with  a violent  pain 
in  my  fide,  and  O'me  other  complaints,  whicli  were 
fuppofed  to  be  dangerous.  About  a month  after  this 
attack,  I was  frequently  iu  a ftate  of  infenfibil  ty. 
In  this  fitiia'/on  liquids  were  often  put  into  my 
mouti),  which  would  not  pafs  the  throat,  and  when 
I became  fe  n fibl  e , I fo  u n d 

Tbe  of  I hiving  ivas  totally  i&Ji, 

At  tlijs  lime  I was  attended  by  Mr.  Bowi  e,  a 
Surgeon  of  Market  Lavington,  who  applied  blifters, 
eledlricity,  &c.  but  without  any  efteef.  After  con- 
tinuing ill  tliis  ftate  about  twelve  days,  Mr.  Bovvli-; 
thought  of  the  expedient  of  fupporting  me  with  li- 
quids thr<mgh  an  elaftic  tube,  put  down  llie  throat 
into  the  ftcmiacli  ; and  t’nis  contrivance,  I have  rea- 
f e;  ro  behove,  was  the  providential  means  of.  pre- 
fer ving  iny  life. 

In  this  manner  was  I fupported  till  June  179S, 
when  I w.as  taken  with  a vitdeiU  ficknefs.  Nature 
lUr^de  many  efforts  to  throw  off  the  offending  mar*er, 
but  was  for  a Jong  time  prevented  by  the  parafyfis 
oi  the  throat.  At  length,  hovv^ever,  a vomiting  enm- 
^ n»sncedj 
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rnenceci,  which  continued  for  four  or  five  hours,  and 
a large  quantity  of  coagulated  blood  and  matter  was 
tlirown  otf  my  flomach.  Tlie  acf  of  vomiting  in 
fome  measure  rehored  the  jaa^ver  of  aiffion  in  my 
throat,  fo  that  I was  (Miahled,  though  with  difficrlty, 
tlint  night  and  tlie  next  morning  to  f\s  allow  fome 
fmall  quantities  of  liquor,  without  the  ufe  ot  it y 
liib,e  ; hut  in  the  coui  fe  of  the  day  the  power  was 
totally  loll  again.  After  this  I had  two  or  three  re- 
turns of  the  power  of  fwalloiving,  finfilar  to  tliat 
rnentioned  above,  hut  always  of  Ihoit  duration,  fo 
tl:at  1 was  obliged  to  continue  the  ule  of  the  tube* 
Cut  from  this  extraordinary  coTplainr,  ahu.ut  hx 
weeks  fince,  I was  wonderfully  relieved  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Tradlors. 

“ Edmund  Lambert,  Efq;  of  Boyton,a  very  re- 
fpeffahie  and  well-known  gentleman  and  mag;ftr:\re, 
purchafed  a fee  of  the  T ra^^:tors,  which  he  rtcom- 
merid.d  me  to  ufe.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Davti  s,  tlie 
reClo"  of  Sherrington,  who  is  well  {killed  i \ tire 
theory  of  medicine,  w as  fo  obliging  as  to  apply  lliCin, 
1 fiinmirt«d  to  the  operation,  bnt  ui:h  little  expec:la- 
lion  or  liope  (T  any  relief.  In  about  the  ipace  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  I felt  a great  tingling  and 
heat  in  my  throat,  wliich  was  afterwards  followed 
by  a gentle  perfpiratioii.  After  tlyus  tin  Jing  fieai,  I 
found  the  adfion  of  my  throat  fo  far  recovered  as  to 
be  able  to  fwallow  t!ie  faliva.  1 tlieo  callcvi  for  a 
clafs  of  water,  wlVich  I lirmk  witlunit  any  great  dif- 
huil  y.  Afttra  few  hours  tlw  power  of  fevallow- 
ing  was  again  loft,  and  in  t>  e m uim  r already  men- 
tioned, was  again  leltored  the  next  day  by  the  the  of 
the  Tractors. 

In  lefs  than  a fortnight,  by  tli«3  repeated. ufe  of 
the  Traitors,  the  action  of  my  throat  was  perfectly 
reftored,  and  1 h ive  been  able  tofupport  myfeif  i'it)0Li 
liiat  lime  to  the  prefent  without  tlic  ufe  of  my  tube. 
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The  above  is  a ftatement  of  fads,  and  if  you  think- 
them  inaportair,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publifli  theoi. 

1 am,  Sir,  your  humble  fcrvant, 

E.L  1 Z AB  E T H G a U N T LETT.’' 

Sherrington,  near  Heytefl^uiy, 

Wilts,  Jan.  2 ifl,  1799. 

Edmund  Lambert,  senior  magistrate 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTS,  FELLOV/  OF  THE 
LINNEAN  SOCIETY,  5cC.  &C. 

Sir, 

Having  been  informed  that  fome  perfons  are 
prejudiced  againft  the  ufe  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  Metallic 
Tradors,  in  juflice  to  them,  I date  to  you  what  I 
have  experienced  of  their  efficacy.  I purchafed  a 
fet  of  the  Tradors  about  two  months  ago  5 at  that 
time,  with  a view  of  immediately  lending  them  to 
rny  neighbour,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davies,  of  Sheiring- 
ton,  vyho  made  ufe  of  them  with  the  defired  ehfed  in 
two  or  three  cafes,  the  particulars  of  w'hich  I uuder- 
ftand  will  be  communicated  to  you>  I ffiall  there- 
fore confine  myfelf  to  the  proofs  I have  had  of  their 
efficacy  in  my  owui  family.  Befides  being  effectual 
in  removing,  in  feveral  inffances,  the  Tooth- Ac  he, 
there  are  two  cafes  wdiich  particularly  merit  notice, 
one  of  which  refpods  myfelf.  • 

I have  been  for  many  years  fevcrely  afflided  with 

*The  Gouty 

and  ufually  had  violent  fits  of  it  every  four  or  fiv^e 
weeks.  Since,  however,  I have  been  in  poffefiion 
of  the  Traders,'  I have  had  nothing  like  a fevere 
paroxyfm,  having  applied  them  at  the  firff  fymptoms 
of  a return,  and  found  them  effedual  in  draivlng  off" 
the  inriammation  : fo  that  the  name  * wffiich  Dr. 

Perkins 


^ From  the  Latin  verb,  Trahoy  to  draw. 
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Perkins  has  given  them  is,  in  my  npprehenfion, 
characlei  iflic  of  tlieir  action,  and  notion,  that  fome  ; 
igi'orant  peri'ons  have  imbibed,  of  xXwav  n pel  ling  ihQ  | 

govit,  fully  refuted.  The  lafl  attack  was  about  three  | 
W'eeks  fince  : I was  feized  in  the  night  with  a violent 
pain  in  my  right  knee,  and  had  all  the  ufual  fymp- 
toms  of  an  approaching  fevere  fir.  The  Tracfors 
were  aj)plied  three  times  on  the  following  day,  and 
at  evening  I had  the  happinefs  to  find  all  my  fears  j 
difpelled,  the  pain  and  inftammation  being  entirely 
drawn  off,  and  nothing  remained  but 'a  fmall  degree 
of  fliffnefs,  which  v\  as  removed  the  next  morning;, 
by  ten  minutes  ufe  of  the  Tractors,  and,  1 thank 
God,  I have  been  perfe(5lly  well  ever  fmce. 

, “ The  other  cafe  to  which  I alluded,  was  that  of  a 

fervant  of  ray  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Seymor,  of 
Hanford,  DoiTet ; who,  in  coming  to  my  houfe,  bad 
the  misfcrtune,  by  a fall,  during  the  late  frofty 
weather,  to 

Bruife  the  Kmc» 

near'the  patella,  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  produce  a 
great  inflammation,  and  totally  prevent  his  walking. 
Upon  the  appliertion  of  ilie  Fradtors  the  infiamma-  | 
tion  abated,  and,  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  to  the  j 
man’s  great  aflonifliment,  he  was  able  to  walk  as  !■: 
well  as  ever,  and  has  had  no  fymptoms  of  the  injury  ' 

fmce,  though  his  knee  remained  difcoloured  by  the  : 

bruife  a long  time  afterwards. 

“ I have  only  to  add,  that,  in  every  inflance  in 
which  my  fet  of  the  Tradfors  have  been  tried,  they  -i 
have  been  found  to  anfwer  the  defired  end.  If  you 
think  this  letter  will  be  of  any  fervice  in  eflablifhing 
the  deferred  reputation  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  Difcovery> 
you  are  at  liberty  topublifh  it. 

‘‘  I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  fervant, 

Edmund  Lambert.’* 

Boy  ton,  near  Heytefbury,  Wiltlhire, 

January  1799. 


extract 
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EXTRACT  OF  ANOTHER  LETTFR  FROM  MR. 
LAMBERT  ( T ?.  WRITER  OF  a'  H E L A S I'  ) TO 
THE  PRESENT  AUTHOR,*  DATED,  BOYTON, 
NOVEMBER  lift  I799. 

From  tiiC  number  oF  experiments  I have  made, 
and  in  wh'x!i  I have  very  Feldom  f.iiled,  I cannot  but 
be  convinced  of  the  uiility  of  the  Traders. 

Miss  Gauntlett  has  no  returii  oF  tlie  impedi* 
meat  in  her  throat. — Thelafl  and  furprifing  cure  my 
fei  of  Tradors  performed,  waas  r>n  ihe  Kev.  Mr. 
Thomas,  brother  to  Admiral  Thomas — He  had  a 
Compljinl  in  the  hjt  Hip,  extending  dozvn  to  the  Knce^ 
for  nineteen  years.  He  found  a great  vveaknefs 
W'henever  he  walked,  and  on  proceeding  the  diflance 
of  a mile,  there  came  on  a v/olent  pain.  He  ajiplied 
to  me  for  the  Tractors. — On  ufing  them  until  the 
next  he  returned,  and  faid  he  believed  he  was 

perf^dUy  cured.  He  told  me  that  lad  Monday,  he 
bad  walked  from  his  houfe  to  Steeple  Alton,  which 
is  fifteen  miles,  and  back  again  tiie  next  day,  without 
finding  the  Icatt  fymntom  of  his  old  complaint.  This 
cafe  is  wonderful,  as  the  difeafe  had  been  of  fo  many 
years  Itanding  and  cured  lo  foon. 

*•  I h.ave  taken  the  libeny  of  inclofing  5^ou  a letter 
received  from  a gentleman  in  the  public  chara<fter 
of  a Magiitrate,  a Commiffioner  of  Appeal  for  the 
Incomie  A.<5t. 

I am,  Sir,  with  great  refped  and  efteem, 

Your  obedient  and  obliged  fervant, 
Mr.  Perkins.  Edmund  Lambert.*’ 


Edward  H.  Mortimer,  Esq_.  a Magistrate 
and  Commissioner  cf  appeal  for  the  In- 
come Act  t o Edmun d Lamb er t,  Esq_. 

Trowbridge,  April  30,  1799. 
Sir, 

In  cemfequence  of  your  very  kind  and  fi  iendly 
letter,  1 immediately  purchafed  a fet  of  Pet  kins's 

Metallic 
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Metallic  Tra<5lors,  and  having  then  my  urual 
Gout  in  try  Monday  KneeSy  and  Feit, 
which  parts  were  very  much  f welled,  1 began  nfing 
them  ac^reeably  to  the  printed  diredlions  ; and  to  my 
great  aftonifhment  in  two  or  three  days  found  the 
fweUing  entirely  gone  down. — In  the  courfe  of  a 
week,  owing  I imagine  to  a cold  I had  taken,  1 had 
a flight  return  in  one  hand  •:  1 initantly  operated  as 
bef(jre,  and  the  fame  defired  elfedl  w.4S  produced. 
From  that  time  to  the'  prefent  moment,  thank  God, 
I have  enjoyed  a better  Ihare  of  health  than  1 have 
known  for  feveral  years  paft.  I was  happr  to  liear 
yon  hid  experienced  fuch  benefit  by  tiie  aMetallic 
7'rat5Ioi  s,  and  fincerely  hope  you  liave  not  had  a re- 
turn without  finding  them  of  the  fame  fervice  you  did 
in  the  firft  inflance. 

1 fliould  long  fince  have  communicated  the  good 
elfe(5ls  I have  derived  from  this  ufeful  remedy,  but 
waited  to  acquaint  you  if  I had  found  any  bad  confe- 
quences  from  the  nfe  of  it. 

1 am,  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  Seiwant, 
Edw  a r d m.  M o r t 1 m e 

THE  cafes  in  the  five  k.ft  communications 
have  a greater  claim  to  an  iniertion  in  the  prefent 
Tra(fi,  fn^m  their  h iving  been  the  fubjedt  of  confuier- 
able  enquiry.  An  a'CCount  of  them,  in  a very  inge- 
nious paper  on  the  Metallic  Pradlice,  havia^j  been 
feht,  by  Eomund  Lambert,  Efq.  of  Wiilfliire,  to 
his  fon  A B.  Lambert,  Efq.  or  Grofvenor-Strect, 
Lf>ndou,  F.  R.  S.  Vice  Frefident  of  the  Janneaii 
Society,  &c.  occ.  they  were  by  the  iatcer  communi- 
cated to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  who  confidered  tliem 
of  fo  much  importance,  that  he  gave  them  a public 
reading  at  one  of  his  con  vers  ationes, 

Thefe  laft-mentioned  cafes  alone,  were  no  others 
adduced,  ought  to  filence  the  molt  determined 

oppufep 
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oppofer  of  the  Traflors.  Will  any  pretend  to 
fay,  that  the  dreadful  complaint  of  Mifs  Gaunt- 
let x,  was  cured  by  an  adtion  on  the  imagination, 
when  fhe  fnbmiited  to  the  operation  wdih  little 
hope  or  expedfation  of  any  relief.”  If  fneh  aftonith- 
ing  cures  can  be  effedted  by  an  operation  on  tire 
mind,  what  excufe  has  the  faculty  for  not  employ- 
ing it.  I fiiail  not  myfelf  fay,  but  will  leave  it  with 
the  reader  to  entertain  what  idea  he  pleafes  of  the 
nature  of  the  crime  of  that  man,  who,  from  mo- 
tives of  lucve^  caufes  the  haplefs  fufferers,  fondly 
,and  unfufpedtingly  triifling  to  his  care,  to  draw  out 
a miferable  cxiflence,  rather  titan  allow  them  to 
employ  an  innocent  operation  on  the  imagination, 
which  would  refeue  them  from  the  brink  of  the 
grave,  and  reftore  them  to  health. 

The  circumftance  to  wdiich  Mr.  Lambert  alludes, 
refpedling  the  fuggeftion  of  fome  perfons,that  the  gout 
may  be  repelled  hy  the  Tradlors,  affords  an  inftance 
of  the  mean  artifices  employed  to  diferedit  them. 
On  this  fubjedl  I fhail  merely  obferve,  I have  never 
feen  or  heard  of  an  inflance.  in  wdiich  harm  accrued 
from  their  application  in  the  gout.  The  circum- 
ffance,  of  the  pain  generally  following  the  courfe  of 
the  inifnirnents,  as  they  are  drawn  towards  the 
tremity,  alone  proves  their  atiraBing  influence. 


Experiments  of  mr.  John  Grant,  of  leigh- 

TON  BUZZARD,  BEDFORDSHIRE. 

When  Mr.  Grant  poflfefied  himfelf  a fet  of  the 
Tradlors,  he  expreffed,  in  his  letter,  a determina- 
tion of  giving  them  a fair  and  extenfive  trial  among 
the  afBidted  Poor  and  others  in  his  vicinity,  and, 
whatever  fhould  be  the  refult,  of  making  that  pub- 
lic. This  refolution,  wdiich  I would  be  gratified  in 
feeing  in  ail  others,  induced  me,  after  the  expiration 
of  a few  months;  to  w^rite  to  Mr*  G,  foliciting  to  be 

favour-^ 
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favonretl  wi'h  an  account  of  his  pra<5fice.  His  re- 
port,  as  it  is  believed  will  be  the  cafe  with  every 
perfon  who  praflifed  w ith  the  fame  judgment  and 
p-eiTeverancc,  was  not  uncreditable  to  tlie  difcovery. 
I have  great  pleafure  in  informing  you/’  lie  vvrite'^, 
that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  I iiave  found  them 
extremely  efficacious,  and  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  for 
which  they  are  recommended.  1 began  with  noting 
down  in  a li'.tle  book  the  cafes  as  they  occurred; 
but  my  pr  dlice  with  them  iiicieafing,  and  having 
o her  bufmefs  that  occupies  my  attention  of  late,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  decline  it. 

**  I find  the  Tradlors  equally  nfeful  on  the  brute 
ANIMAL  as  on  the  human  subif.ct,  and  I ilnnlc 
they  are  more  adiive  on  the  iiorfe  than  bn  other 
animals,” 

Not  long  after  this  the  Author  was  favoured  with 
an  infpeblion  of  the  rriinu:e-bt)ok  referred  to;  in 
wliich  were  regiflered  twenty-four  Cafes  where  the 
Trartors  had  performed  cures.  I regret  that  the  li- 
mits of  the  prefent  rrabl:  will  not  admit  a detail  of 
tli2  whole  of  tliefe,  as  they  are  all  important,  and 
demonflrative  of  tlie  metallic  influence.  We  mull, 
however,  give  place  to  a fev/  ©f  them. 

Case  I.  humhago. 

On  the  9th  of  the  ninth  month,  piirchafed  a fet 
of  Metallic  Tra<5lors  of  B.  D.  Perkins,  of  Lon- 
don, the  Patentee.  At  that  time  I was  feve|;ely  af- 
fe<fled  with  the  Lumbago,  Operated  on  the  affedled 
fiart  fifteen  minutes;  perceived  a warmth  and  ting- 
ling fenfation  follow  the  point  of  the  Trablors,  and 
was  fo  much  relieved  as  to  be  able  that  night  to  get 
out  of  bed  without  help,  though  I h.ad  been  unable 
for  the  week  preceding  to  turn  myfelf  without  the 
niofl  excruciating  pain.  In  the  courfe  of  the  next 
day  tlie  pain  returned,  tlioiigh  with  lefs  violence. 
Cpiilinued  the  ufe  of  the  Trabtors  four  days,  and 
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took  in  the  interval  fomc  tin£lure  of  gum  guaincum. 
At  this  inhaiit,  the  i6th  of  ninth  month,  am  free 
from  the  complaint.” 

Case  II.  A Phlegtmn  or  Boil, 

Ninth  month,  loth. — A perfon  bad  a very  bad 
hoil  on  one  of  the  knees,  extremely  painful  anti  in* 
fiam.*d.  The  Tratflors  were  applied  about  fifteen 
minutes  around  the  inflamed  part,  without  much 
apparent  effect  at  the  time.  By  the  morning  the 
inflammation  was  gone  off,  and  the  progrefs  towards 
fuppuration  arrefled.  In  twenty- four  hums  it  was 
well,  no  fuppuration  having  taken  place.” 

Cas  f.  III.  Eryjil^ei  IS, 

Ninth  month,  I ith.— A lady  was  troubled  with 
an  tryfiptlas^  cliieflv  affedling  her  left  eye.  The  in- 
flammation w'as  not  attended  with  mucli  tumefac- 
tion. The  Tra61ors  were  applied,  and  relief  expe- 
rienced in  a few  minutes.  About  four  hours  after 
this,  on  repeating  the  fame  application,  the  inflam- 
ma'ion  was  wholly  removed,  and  the  complaint 
fubfiued.” 

Case  IV.  Bu\n  in  the  Face* 

Ninth  month,  lytli — A perfm  had  a 
lent  pain  in  her  f.ice  ; was  very  unwilling  I flionld 
apply  the  Tradfors,  but  after  much  importuning 
fubmitted  to  the  operation.  In  about  twelve  minutes 
flie  acknowdedged  herfelf  much  eafier..  Ar  evening 
repeated  the  operation,  and  fhe  was  cured.” 

Case  V.—^Sting  of  a jp- 

Ninth  month,  lylh— A pcifon  was  flung  on  her 
arm  with  a vvafp.  Tiu;  part  was  inflamed,  f\velle-<i, 
^ud  attended  with  intenfe  pain.  Applied  the  Trac- 

tOIS'i 
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tors  fifteen  minutes,  when  the  pain,  inflammation, 
and  fwelling,  were  ail  removed. 

‘‘  Anotlier  perfon,  ftiing  in  the  fame  way,  was  re- 
lieved from  every  effedt  of  the  fting  by  one  appli- 
cation of  the  Tradtors.” 

Case  VI.— P ain  and  Tumefa&ion  from  a pun^ured 
Jfound. 

Edward  Dawson  received  an  injury  on  hisknee, 
from  an  iron  inftiument  running  into  it,  a little  be- 
low the  joint,  and  which  he  fuppofed  had  penetrated 
into  the  fubflance  of  the  botie.  The  Balfamum 
Traumaticum  was  applied  immediately.  However, 
in  three  or  four  hours  from  the  accident,  a violent 
pain  and  tumefa<5lion  of  the  furrounding  parts  en- 
fued,  for  which  emollient  poultices  \vere  applied. 
The  pain,  notwithftanding,  was  violent  all  night. 
The  fomentations,  &c.  were  renewed  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  his  pain  Pill  continued  intenfe.  As  foon 
as  I faw  him  I ordered  tlie  poultices  to  be  taken eff, 
and,  as  fome  greafy  matter  had  been  ufed,  I had  the 
furrousuling  parts  wallied  with  warm  u ater,  and 
wdped  clean  w'ith  a linen  ch»th.  I applied  the  Trac- 
tors to  the  feat  of  pain,  chawing  them  down  the 
tioia^  and  in  fifteen  minutes  he  was  much  relieved. 
I conthnied  the  application  about  twenty-five  mi- 
nutes, when  he  declared  himfelf  quite  free  from 
pain. 

Fearing  fome  injury  done  to  the  ligaments  near 
the  joiitts,  [ ordered  him  to  bed,  but  feeling  himfelf 
to  he  free  from  pain,  be  lay  only  about  two  or  three 
hours,  then  got  up  and  purfued  his  vifual  htifinefs.  In 
confi.quence  of  ih/s,  in  the  afternoon  the  pain  re- 
turned vv'ith  infiammation.  Ufed  the  'I  raclois  as 
before,  and  with  the  h.ke  good  efiecl.  He  went  to 
bed,  ol)tained  a good  niglu's  relb,  and  lias  not  felt  the 
letiP  inconvenience  fince.” 


Case 


ao  Perkins’s  metallic  tractors; 

Case  Injiammation  of  the  Eyes^ 

Mary  Dawson  had  been  affedled  for  eight  or 
nine  \V(?ek's  with  the  mofl  viol-mt  inflammation  in  liie 
eyes  I ever  beheld.  M.iny  applications' hail  been  made 
by  tlie  faculty  without  any  good  effedl.  The  eye  lids 
W'eie  very  much  tumefied  j,  the  white  of  the  eye  3 
rnafs-of  iriRammation  j the  uvea  and  pupil  were  very 
dim,  and  Che  cheek  fo  difcolonred,  that  it  refembi.ed 
a ripe  nedic'irine.  I almoU  defpair  of  fuccefs  in  this- 
cafe,  yet  tliis  15th  of  the  ninth  month  have  made 
triai  of  the  Tradfors,  and  am  pleafed  to,  obferve  that 
the  jflj'd  application  has  abated  the  inflammation  on. 
the  cheek  and  eye-lids.  Repeated  it  at  intervals  of 
fix  hours:  every  fucceeding  trial  promifeS' fuccefs. 

i6tii.  A very  bad  night  from  violent  j>ain  in 
the  eye.  The  external  ajjpearauce  much  better  : 
ufed  the  Tra<ffors  as  on  the  preceding  day.  The 
pain  during  the  operation  fhifted  fometimes  to  her 
ears,  face,  he,,  but  at  laft,  from  a long  application,  it 
was  w'holly  removed.  At  night  they  had  fo  much 
abated  the  inflammation,  that  fhc  was  able  to  open 
her  eyes. 

17th.  The  firfl  falutation  (he  gave  me  this 
morning  was,  that  (he  thought  herfelf  nearly 
well.’’  She  had  experienced  a good  night,  and  was 
able  to  drefs  herfelf.  On  examining  the  eyes,  there 
is  yet  to  be  feen  confiderable  inflammation.  Ufed 
the  Tradlors  as  before,  at  intervals  of  eight  hours, 
continuing  each  application  full  half  an  hour.  At 
evening  the  inflarhmation  is  very  nearly  removed, 
and  (lie  can  now  look  on  a lighted  candle,  though 
three  days  fince  was  unable  to  open  her  eyes. 

‘‘  1 8th.  Tlie  inflammation  has  almoft  difappear- 
ed,  and  fhe  thinks  herfelf  cured.  The  Tracers  were 
never  ufed  after  the  18th,  and  at  this  inftant  of  writ- 
ing (be  continues  well.  This  cafe  was  under  the  in- 
fpC(5lion  of  a gentleman  of  the  faculty,  who  forebore 
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any  applicntion  during  the  life  of  theTradlors;  fo 
that  their  cfFeds  were  incontrovertible.” 

Case  VUI--*— ^ Paralytic 

Percy  King,  aged  76,  was  attacked  with 
what  was  thonglit  a flight  paralytic  afiedlion  of  one 
fide,  or  hemiplegia.  The  right  arm  and  fide  were 
rendered  almofl  incapable  of  motion.  Sudorific  me- 
dicii  es  and  gentle  cathartics  were  ufed.  Stimulat- 
ing embrocations  were  alfo  applied  to  the  benumed . 
parts,  but  from  all  thefe  no  alteration  during  four 
da}  s was  perceived.  After  cleanfing  the  parts  of  all 
the  greafy/ubftances,  by  wafhing  and  wiping  them 
clean,  the  Tnidtors  were  applied  from  the  fhoulder 
to  the  fingers  for  half  an  houi , without  the  leall  fen- 
fible  elTedt  at  the  time.  The  fame  was  repeated  at 
the  end  of  thi  ee  hours,  only  varying  the  diredlion  of 
the  Tiadtors,  by  draw'ing  them  over  the  fhoulder 
down  the  vertebrae.  At  *the  finiftiing  of  this  opera- 
tion, lie  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  fhoulder 
and  arm.  Ufed  tiie  Tradtors  at  intervals  of  three 
hours,  draiving  them  principally  from  the  neck  over 
the  fhoulder,  and  extending  them  to  the  ends  of  the 
fingers.  The  arm  flill  continued  ufelefs,  but  on  the 
third  morning,  while  making  the  application,  he  felt 
a fenfation  of  heat  at  his  fingers  ends.  Every  fu.c- 
ceeding  trial  gave  relief,  and  gradually  reflored  the 
limb  to  its  former  ftrength  and  healthy  flate.  At  the 
end  of  three  days,  he  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able 
to  go  out  on  his  ufnal  bufinefs.  This  n\an  was  firft 
affedted  in  his  knee,  which  gradually  extended  over 
all  that  fide  till  it  became  incapable  of  voluntary  mo- 
tion.” 

Case  IX.'^EryJipelatous  Eruption, 

A child  of  this  place  was  affected  with  an  erup» 
iion  in  its  face,  attended  with  violent  itching  and  in- 
fkimraation;  fo  general  about  the  eyes  in  particular. 
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as  to  clofe  them  together.  I was  at  a lofs  how  to 
apply  the  Tra€lors  in  this  cafe.  However  1 drevT 
tliem  as  well  as  I could  gently  over  the  parts  moft 
affedled.  From  the  refi  a61orinefs  of  the  ch.hl  it  was 
difficuic  to  conduit  them  in  any  particular  direction. 
Notwithftanding  tnis  uncertain  mode  of  applying  the 
Traitors,  the  inflammation  was  very  much  abated, 
and  in  two  days  it  was  nearly  gone.  The  fcab  on 
the  face  gradually  came  - 

C AS -E  X.,—^SpaJ/nodic 

A married  woman,  of  a very  delicate  habit, 
had  for  many  years  been  fubjeit  to  very  alarming 
fpnfmodic  affe&irns,  fo  very  violent  fometimes  in  the 
flomach  as  to  threaten  her  immediate  diflblution. 
During  one  of  thefe  violent  paroxyfms,  the  Traitors 
were  applied  to  the  region  of  theflomach,  and  drawn 
up  the  flernum  and  over  the  clavicle.  Relief  was 
foon  experienced  in  the  flomach,  but  the  fpafms  at- 
tacked other  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  head  and  arms, 
On  applying  the  Traitors  to  thefe  paits,  relief 
was  almoft  inftantaneoufly  produced. 

On  this  padent  tlie  efficacy  of  the  Traitors  has 
fince  beeh  experienced  in  a variety  of  nervous  affec-- 
tions,  particularly  in  vioknt  pains  of  the  hcad^faccy  and 
teeth. 

‘‘  Heretofore,  during  the  paroxyfms,  various  a/ui- 
fpafmodicE,  as  opium  with  camphire,  have  been 
given  in  lai*ge  d-ufes.  After  the  ufe  of  thefe  reme- 
dies, the  patient  has  been  frequently  left  in  a debili- 
tated Rate,  and  confined  for  a week  or  more,  before  , 
(lie  acquired  her  ufual  fttengtli.  On  the  contrary^ 
after  the  application  of  the  Traitors,  Ihe  did  not 
experiehce  any  debility  when  the  paroxyfm  was 
palt,  and  her  healch  was  reitgred  in  a furpnfing  man* 
ner,” 
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Case  Xl.--~Contu/ton, 

John  Stratford,  aged  •?5,  received  a very 
v'olent  contu^un,  by  a cart-wheel  hdling  on  his 
tViigli.  At  fn  ft  it  was  thonpht  the  hone  was  fraftur- 
ed.  The  parts  were  fwelled  prodigiouJQy,  fo  much 
fo,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  fplit  his  breeches  in  order 
to  rake  them  off.  The  infide  of  the  knee  was  very 
iTucii  bruilVd  av.d  difcoloured.  I favv  him  about  half 
an  hour  after  tlie  accident,  before  any  application 
whatever  had  been  made.  A medical  attendant 
preTent  affiftc<i  ,me  in  giving  the  Traftors  a fair  trial, 
and  we  ufed  them  in  concert  half  an  hour,  when  the 
pain  and  rwelliiig  had  very  much  abated.  I ordered 
him  to  bed,  and  called  on  him  again  in  the  evening  j 
he  told  me  he  had  no  pain,  and  I found  the  inflamma- 
tion nearly  gone.  I ufed  the  Traders  about  fifteen 
minutes  longer,  and  by  the  next  morning  there  was 
no  appearance  of  difeafe  remaining.  He  has  not  had 
the  leaft  pain  fince.’* 

Mr.  Grant,  in  the  couiTe  of  iiis  obfervations, 
takes  occafion  t()  r ema'  k,  tliat  he  does  not  find 
that  ti'.c  Traders  afford  the  la.ift  lelief  in  fcrofulous 
as  he  has  been  baffled  in  fevtral  inftances, 
where  tie  at  fir  ft  thought  tlie  cafes  were  fair,  but 
fince  found  that  want  of  fuecefs  arofe  from  a ferofu- 
ious  habit. 

“ V7e  are  apt,'"’  fays  Mr.  G.  from  remarkable  fuc- 
cefs  in  panicular  cafes,  to  become  too  f.mguine,  and 
are  ie  I to  life  the  pradlice  indiferiminateiv,  and  often 
in  cafes  not  witliin  the  reacli  of  human  help  ; fucii  in- 
jiuhcious  applications  have  but  too  frequently  brought 
many  ufefid  remedies  into  diffre<!it  and  clifiife. 
I (houKl  not  he  furprifed  if  the  I'l'aclors  were 
found  to  fail  in  the  hands  of  many  wlio  may  pur- 
cliafe  them,  from  this  eii  cumft;i);ce,  as  well  as  from 
du'ly  pei  fevering  in  tbofe  cafee  w hich  are  fuitable.” 

Kxiiuit 
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of  a Let  T er Mr.  Grant,  dated  \oth 
Month  Z'jth  Day'f  nearly  a year  after  the  receipt  of  the 
foregoing  cafes, 

I can  affiire  thee,  my  2eal  for  the  Metallic  Prac- 
tice is  unahatecl,  and  my  fuccefs  therein  fo  fully 
leftabiifties  their  credit  here,  that  oppofition  is  of  little 
avail.  Fa<5ls  fpeak  for  themfelves,  and  will  remain 
to  Hand  the  te^^l  of  trial,  while  theoretic  opinions 
vanifli  as  vapours.  The  fummer  has  beeh  in  general 
healthy,  and  has  not  afforded  fuch  a variety  of  com- 
plaints for  the  Metallic  Pra<5lice  as  the  autumn  of 
'the  preceding  one.  The  cafes  which  have  occured 
have  in  general  been  rather  unimportant  5 yet  I can- 
not re]u‘efs  my  inclination  of  giving  thee  one>  which 
^tvas  the  mofl  diftreffing  imaginable  i 

Bite  of  an  Adder, 

X girl,  13  years  of  age,  in  gathering  fome 
'Avhortle-berries  in  our  woods,  fat  dowm  on  feme 
heath.  An  adder  coiled  itfelf  up  her  clothes,  and 
flung  lier  on  the  thigh.  She  was  brought  in  a car- 
i'iage  to  a furgeon  in  this  town,  W'ho  was  from  homej 
and  no  medical  perfon  could  be  procured.  The  cafe 
appeared  a defperate  one,  the  limb  being  twice  its 
natural  fi2e,  and  the  girl  otherwife  fo  ill,  that  little 
hope  w'as  entertained  of  her  furviving  the  accident 
long.  No  other  help  being  to  be  obtained,  I w’as 
fent  for,  and  conceiving  it  to  be  a cafe  in  which  the 
metallic  pradlice  might  fucceed,  I was  determined 
on  trying  it.  I procured  two  female  attendants, 
w’hom  I inllrudled  to  ufe  the  T-raclors  on  the  part. 
We  continued  applying  them  full  two  hours,  wdien 
there  was  obferved  a great  amendment.  The  f^vcB 
lin^  nv as  entirely  reduced.  The  limb,  which,  wiien  I 
firft  faw  her,  fhe  was  unable  to  move,  w^as  now  re- 
flored  to  its  ufe,  and  the  pain  wholly  removed.  In 
fhort;  fo  effedlual  was  the  application  of  the  Tradlors, 
S that 
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that  all  who  beheld  it  could  not  but  be  aftonifhed, 
I particularly  requefted  information  if  any  return 
of  pain  was  felt,  which  was  the  cafe  the  next  day 
about  lo  o’clock;  but  the  furgeon,  at  whofe  houie 
fhe  was  when  I operated,  got  tlie  dart  of  me,  and, 
before  I came,  had  fo  daubed  the  parts  with  hot  oils, 
that  rendered  any  further  trial  of  the  Tradlors  abor- 
tive. The  girl  recov'ered. 

A friend  of  mine  has  fucceeded  in  a cafe  of 

Eptleptie  Fits. 

And  I have  further  the  fatisfacTioii  to  iiifotTs 
thee,  that  I have  letters  from  many  «f  my  friends, 
W'ho  exprefs  their  great  faiisfadlion  and  fuccefs  in  the 
iife  of  the  Tra^Tors  they  purchafcd  of  thee. 

I am  truly  pleafed  to  hear  the  Metallic  Pia6lice 
fo  rapidly  extends.  The  publication  of  fuch  a num- 
ber of  well-attefted  facSts  mufl  be  more  fatishicloiy 
to  all  under  fuffering  than  any  uncertain  theoretical 
pradlices,  and  wdll  confequently  lead  to  tlie  adoprioii 
of  a remedy,  found  by  expe  ience  fo  beneficial,  and, 
w hat  is  alfo  extremely  important,  fo  incapable  of 
4oing  harm. 

‘‘  With  befl  W'ifhes  I remain  thy  afTured  friend, 

John  G kan t.’* 


I have  dwelt  longer  on  Mr.  Grant's  praTice,  as  I 
confider  his  obfervations  of  more  momejit  ihantliofe 
■who  have  feen  fewer  experiments,  and, who  have 
employed  this  remedy  with  lefs  judgment  and  ar- 
tention.  His  very  humane  and  ben.volenr  cuflom 
of  attending  both  rich  and  poor,  grafts ^ \\  Idle  it  rif- 
'forded  him  ‘‘  the  gratification  of  iel?c\ing  a great 
number  of  his  futfering  fello  w ci  raMiro.^ at  the 
fame  time  gave  him  an  opipoi lunity  of  making  nu- 
■■'merous  and  fatisfadiory  expernnents. 


C 


T T r..x 


2,6  Perkins’s  metallic  tractors:. 

Letter  from  Mr. Jackson, Surg eon, Sloan e- 
•STREET,  Chelsea. 

Sir,  February  26th,  1799. 

About  three  months  fince  1 fir  ft  heard  of  the 
fuccefs  of  your  Metallic  Tradtors,  and  was  ftrongly 
urged  to  turn  my  thoughts  to  the  praftice.  I will 
eandidly  acknowledge  that  it  appeared  to  me  in  as 
unfavourable  a light  as  the  vifionary  fchemes  of  Mef-’ 
nier;  but  in  confequence  of  hearing  tliat  my  neigh- 
bour, the  Rev.  Dr.  T rot  ter,  had  done  confiderable 
good  by  ufing  them,  I w^as  detenriined,  on  the  firft 
proper  occafion,  to  give  a fair  trial  to  fo  novel  a 
mode.  On  Thurfday  the  17th  ultimo,  fuch  an  one 
offered.  One  of  the  long  ftage-coaches  from  Bat- 
terfea  was  overfet  near  Charing-crofsby  an  axle-tree 
breaking,  and  fome  of  the  paflengers  were  feverely 
hurt.  Among  them  was  Mr.  Winpenny,  a gen- 
tleman w'eli  known  at  the  Stock  Exchange;  he  was 
throv/n  by  the  fhock  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  car- 
riage, and  received 

ft.v ere  Contufion  in  his  Face  and  Eye* 

By  favour  of  Dr.  Trotter,  1 w^as  fupplied - 
with  the  Tradlors  that  evening,  and  ufed  them  with 
fuccefs.  The  next  morning,  i8vh,  the  cellular  mem- 
brane about  tlie  eyes  was  fo  turgid  with  blood,  that 
1 determined  to  apply  leeches  in  the  evening  ; but 
to  my  pleafiire,  as  well  as  fnrprife,  on  ufing  the 
Tradfors  again,  the  fwelling  fo  much  fubfided  that 
no  other  remedy  was  neceffary. 

19:11.  They  w^ere  applied  twice  with  the  raoft  . 
decided  good  effedf.  20th>  Uied  them  in  the  fore- 
noon on.!y ; and  on  the  fvicceediiig  day,  21ft,  arter 
their  application,  he  went  into  the  city  to  bufinefs  5 
and  in  two  days  more  was  quite  well. 

Without  entering  at  picfent  into  any  difcuBion 
of  the  principle  on  vvljich  the  'fradlors  adf,  I can 
trulv  affert  my  convidtion,  that  under  the  beft  mode 

my 


CASES  IN  ENGLAND. 


*7 


my  experience  would  have  dictated  in  fuch  a cafe, 
Mr,  Wi  N p E NN  V would  not  have  been  able  to  return 
to  bufinefs  in  lets  than  a fortnight. 

Eryfpelas. 

I have  to  add  another  inflance  of  their  good  cf- 
fefls.  Mrs.  P,  an  elderly  perfon  in  this  plac^?,  who 
had  been  previoufly  ill  with  afthma  and  fever,  was 
attacked  with  as  violent  an  eryfipelatous  inflamma- 
tion all  over  her  face  as  I ever  faw.  The  heat,  pain, 
and  tenfion  were  fo  diflrefling,  that  I determined  to 
ufe  the  Tradlors.  After  applying  them  ten  minutes 
(he  declared  herfelf  eafy,  and  could  open  the  eye» 
lids,  w,hich  were  clofe.d  before  I began.  The  ap- 
plication was  perfevered  in,  and  in  fix  times  fhe  was 
perfedfly  recovered.  The  only  medicine  ufed  was 
an  opening  draught. 

As  I am  now  in  pofTeflion  of  a fet  of  the  Trac- 
tors, I fliall  continue  in  the  pradf ice,  being  convinced 
that  many  fufferings  of  humanity  will  be  remove4 
in  a fhort  fpace  of  time,  and  with  the  moll  abfolutc 
certainty  of  ihe  innocence  of  the  remeJy. 

“ 1 am,  Sir,  your  mold  obedient  f^rvant, 

“ John  Jacks  ok.'* 

Ext  RACT  OF  ANOTH  ErLeT  TER  FROM  Mr.JaCK- 

soN,  DAT  ED  Sloan  E-STREET,  December  i4lli, 
1799. 

Sir, 

As  I learn  vouf  intention  of  publifhing  another- 
edition  of  your  Effay  on  the  Efficacy  of  the  Metallic 
'I  rafloiT,  I think  it  wiiTgive  you  fome  fatisfaclion 
to  be  allured,  that,  fince  my  former  commiinicatic'r., 
1 am  more  firmly  convinced  of  their  fahilary  eficdb, 
from  fuccefs  in  many  inflanccs,  and  particubily  in 
my  own  family:  The  firlt  of  thefe  was 
A fevrre  SiMhl 

on  one  of  my  fons  (a  yo»ch  cf  14),  which  <1 
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over  the  furface  of  his  foot,  a fpace  alraoH:  as  broad 
as  the  palm  of  a iiand.  On  ufing  the  Tra<51:ors  about 
half  an  hour  the  pain  entirely  fubfided,  fo  that  it 
was  not  neceOaiy  to  opply  them  a fecondtime.  The 
fecond  Cafe  was 

ud  Scald  in  adlual  boiling  IVate^y 

oh  the  whole  of  the  right  hand  of  my  yonngefl 
daughter ; the  pain,  tenfion,  and  inflammation  were 
oflcvere,  that,  although  polfelTed  of  great  re folut ion, 
Ihe  could  fcarcely  fupport  the  agony.  Providen- 
tially I was  at  home,  and^  after  ufing  the  Traylors 
about  twenty  minutes,  Ihe  gr^w  eafier.  I continued 
their  application  during  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
nothing  remained  but  a fenfe  of  great  forenefs.  It 
is,  indeed,  offering  no  more  than  common  jui^ice  to 
your  invention,  to  fay,  1 firmly  believe,  but  for  it> 
the  whole  hand  would  have  been  covered  with  blif- 
ters ; and,  perhaps,  not  cured  in  two  cr  three  wee  ks. 
With  moff  fincere  wifhes  for  the  extenfive  circula- 
tion of  the  Metallic  Tra<Sfors, 

I remain.  Sir,  your  mofl  obedient  fervant'j 

J.  Jackso>'.’* 


Letter  from  Mr. Frederic  Smith,  Chemist 
" and  Druggist,  in  the  Hay-makket. 

Since  this  genileman  became  poffeiTed  of  a fet  of 
the  Traclcrs,  which  is  more  than  a year,  lie  has  had 
very  many  opportunities  of  ufing  them,  having  at- 
tended all  patients  that  applied,  ovvz/h  ; and  from  his 
know'.^dge  of  the  properties  and  operations  of  medi- 
cine j his  report  is  rendered  important  and  fatis- 
£a£lory. 

<<  Hay-market,  2d  4th  Month,  1779. 

Elfeemed  Friend, 

« Having  underflood  it  was  thy  intent'on  to  pub- 
lifa  fome  cafes  on  the  etfeiSls  produced  by  the  Met;  l- 
* lie 
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lie  Tra<5lors,  I thought  I could  give  thee  ah  account 
of  feyeral  experiments  which  are  not  unimportani:  ? 
at  the  fame  time  freely  acknowledging,  when  I fnii 
heard  of  them,  even  from  h>ms  of  my  particuUr 
friends,  I was  a fceptic,  and  until  ocular  dcmonfiration 
proved  to  me  their  beneficial  effeds,  I was  led  to 
conceive  the  whole  arofe  from  the  influence  of  the 
imagination,  and  was  nearly  allied  to  Animal  Mag* 
nelil^m.  Perhaps  the  following  cafes  (or  as  many  of 
them  as  thou  may’ft  apprc'iend  it  right  to'make,  ul« 
bf)  will  not  be  unacceptrihle.’’ 

Case  ioknt  P-jin  in  thet  Peghn  of  the  I.iver, 

About  tha  middle  of  the  tenth  montli  hill;,  hav- 
ing juft  returned  fro  n the  amr.try,  vrhere  I had  fe» 
vcralopportunitiejs  of /owj;- the  Trailors  made  ulV  of 
with  great  effect,  I had  an  iiidination  to  try  them  on 
a young  man,  my  apprentice,  who  feemed  rapidly 
going  into  a decline.  For  many  wcek^  ho  had 
incapable  of  attending  to  bufmef?,  had  a true  he£tic 
pulfe,  feldom  Icfs  tiian  an  hundred  and  twenty,  and 
as  in  I'uch  cafes  very  irregular ; there  w«ih  a Cimdnual 
violent  pain  in  Mie  region  of  the  liven  A phyficiaa 
of  (kill  andjudgmei)'',  n-iio  atreiulsd  I'.im,  prefcrif>ed 
tli5 'ufual  means  to  obtain  relief  j and  among  other 
remedies,, bliders  a»id  {Veijuent  topical  bleeding  were 
had  recourfeto,  but  wi':h  little  or  no  feniible  henvdt. 
Seeing  it  a dcfpeiafe  cafe,  determined  me  to  make 
trial  of  the  Tnidlors,  ami  to  my  great  I’urprife  and 
fatisfadion,  atler  continuing  cljor  ufe  about  a week, 
the  pain  in  his  fide  wa?  removdi,  ami  in  a Ihort  time 
be  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  attend  to  hi« 
bufinefs.  He  has  fometimes  fmee  iiad  returns  of 
pain,  but  only  in  a fligiit  degree,  and  which  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Tractors  has  uniformly  relieved. 
His  heallii  is  now  nearly  re-ellabliihed,  which  lie, 
as  weil  as  myfelf,  conceive  to  be  foldy  from  the  ufic 
pf  ihp  7'ra<5tcrs. 

P ? ‘M* 
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In  addition  to  the  above  I may  add,  that  a friend 
of  mine,  who  had  a liver  complaint,  attended  with 
fimiiar  fymptoms,  and  who  purchafed  a fet  of  the 
T raclors  from  thy  Agent  in  Bath,  where  he  had  been 
for  the  benefit  of  the  waters,  without  fnccefs,  has 
from  the  metallic  pra6lice  received  fo  much  relief 
tliat  very  little  pain  now  occurs,  and  when  it  does, 
is  removed  by  the  application  of  the  Tradors. 

It  certainly  muft  be  a matter  of  much  import- 
ance in  cafes  like  the  above,  where  medicine  but  too 
frequently  proves  ineffe<5iual,  that  even  a palliative 
to  pain,  nearly  amounting  to  a cure  (and  which  in 
time  may  probably  prove  fo)  fhould  be  obtained  witii 
fo  little  trouble  ; and  that  the  difeafe  itfelf  be  fo  far 
fubdued  as  to  occafion  no  greater  inconvenience.” 

Cas  E H,— ^Violent  Pain  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Kidney* 

‘‘  A relation  of  mine  had  in  the  courfe  of  the  lafl 
year  been  affiicfled  with  a pain  in  her  back,  which 
confined  her  to  her  room  for  fome  months.  She 
was  often  affedled  fo  violently  as  not  to  , be  able  to 
leave  her  bed,  and  for  a confiderable  time  incapable 
of  walking  without  crutches.  The  medical  perfoa 
who  attended  her  treated  the  complaint  as  a lumbago. 

The  nth  month  lafl:  fhe  folicited  my  advice. 
Upon  hearing  her  fymptoms,  I apprehended  her  cafe 
had  been  miflaken,  and  that  the  kidneys  were  the 
feat  of  the  cliforder,  the  excefs  of  pain  being-only  in 
thefe  parts.  I prevailed  upon  her  to  have  tlie  Trac- 
.tors  tried.  On  the  firfi:  application  iTie  nearly  fainted 
feverai  times,but  found  relief.  In'twm  days  file  was  able 
to  walk  up  and  down  flairs,  and  by  continuing  their 
life  (feverai  times)  daily  for  a week,  all  pain  was 
removed.  She  has  ever  fince  been  able  to  attend  to 
her  family  concerns.” 

Case  III. — Eryfpelatous  Erupti'^n  in  the  Face* 

My  davigbter,  a child  about  four  years  of  age, 
kad  for  feverai  weeks  a difagreeable  eruption  in  her 

face. 
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.face,  A variety  of  medicines  were  employed  both 
externally  and  internally  without  effecl.  The  hu- 
mour was  of  a very  acrid  nature,  tending  much  to- 
wards an  eryfipelatous  inflammation,  a thin  watery 
ichor  exuded  from  under  the  fcabs.  My  wife  drew 
the  Tradlors  lightly  over  the  parts  affecled. . After 
tb.e  firft  application  the  inflammation  confiderably 
abated,  and  in  two  days  nothing  but  dry  fcabs  re- 
mained, which  in  a very  fhort  time  were  removed, 
leaving  the  (kin  as  fmooth  as  ufual.  The  Tradors 
w^ere  not  ufed  more  than  three  times. 

“ I have  feen  them  ufed  in  fevcral  cafes  of  eryfi- 
pelas,  with  the  mod  decided  benefit.*^ 

Case  \\ Inflammation  in  the 'Eye. 

A young  woman  ha<l  fo  violent  an  itiflammation 
in  her  right  eye,  that  (he  could  not  be:.\r  the  light 
without  experiencing  excruciating  pain.  There  ap- 
peared a- film  over  tb.e  greateft  part ; the  pupjl  com- 
pletely, On  the  firft  application  of  tlie  Tradors  Jhe 
was  with  difficulty  kept  from-  fainting,  not  on  acr 
count  of  the  pain,  but  from  a fenfation  flie  could  not 
defcribe.  The  operations  were  continued  for  three 
weeks,  during  which  (he  was  daily  receiving  bene- 
fit, and  at  tlie  end  of  that  time  the  inflammation  fu!.v 
fided,  and  the  film  alfo  was  entirely  removed.” 

Case  V. — l^heumallfm.  ^ 

A Friend  of  mine,  about  two  months  fince,was 
a^.tacked  A\  ith  a ver  y violent  rheumatic  pain  in  tifs 
back  part  of  his  head,  reaching  a little  way  down  the 
fpine,  and  terminating  near  tlic  fcaimla  of  the  left 
(boulder.  He  had  a good  deal  of  fever,  and  had  kept 
the  houfe  ft.-r  (evcral  days.  He  made  ufe  of  em- 
brocations, and  look  guaiacum  and  laudanum,  which 
gave  temporary  relief,  but  the  j)ain  continually  re- 
turned. The  Tractors  were  then  apj>lied,  which 
immediately  gave  liim  eafe,  and  on  continuing  their 
v'iC  a week  tlie  complaint  was  removed,” 
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Cas  k \ l.'^^ngwa  Alali^jial  or  U/cerpus  Sere  Throat i 
A few  weeks  fince  I found  myfelfexcecdingty 
Ul,  with  fympiorns  of  approaching  fever,  which  in  a 
few  days  terminated,  in  a complaint,  to  which  1 have 
of  late  years  been  much  fubje<5l,  viz,  an  Ulcerous 
Sore  Throat.  As  it  had  ufually  been  a tedious  dif* 
order  with  me  I became  low  fpirited,  wdiich  the 
■nervous  fever  that  then  attended  me  rather  promo- 
leih  My  tongue  was  covered  with  a thick  brown 
trull,  the  tonlils  and  fauces  much  inflamed.  Though 
J had  fo  frequently  madeiife  of  the  Tra<Sfors  on  others, 
the  probability  of  their  being  nfeful  to  myfdf  ef- 
«aped  me  for  feveral  days,  it  however  occurring 
at  r traffored  myfeif  for  about  ten  minutes,,  and 
^btruined  rebel  both  from  foreneJs  and  pain.  In  the 
coin  fe  of  the  day  I felt  a flight  return,  but  which  on 
ihe  apj)Jication  of  the  Tradors  was  removed  in  a few^ 
minutes.  In  tw’o  or  three  days  I was  well  enough  to 
leave  the  houfe,  and  attend  to  bufmefs. 

Some  days  after  this  my.  Wife,  w ho  I fiifpe^l  had 
caugiii  the  infection  from  me,  w'as  attacked  in  the 
fame  manner, but  the  timely  application  of  the  Trac* 
tors  prevented  the  clifonler  from  proceeding  to  any 
^^reat  height,  and  fhe  was  favoured  to  recover  much 
^k)oner  than  Xhad  ever  known  any  to  have  done  in  a 
fimilar  complaint.” 

Case  Vil.^ — Total  Numhnefs  in  one  of  th  Extremlks. 

“ A young  man,  about  fix  weeks  fince,  called  on 
rnef  to  rcquefl  I would  recommend  fomething  that 
might  relieve  him  from  a ferimis  and  alarming  com- 
]>laint,  with  which  he  had  for  fome  time  been  af- 
ftctccl,  viz.  aNumbnefs  and  entire  want  of  feeling  in 
the  ligiii,  arm,  from  the  fhoulder  to  the  fingers  ends. 
The  arm  and  hand  had  a livid  appearance,  and  from 
fome  cuts  he  had  on  the  fingers  which  could  not  be 
healed,  there  evinced  nn  obflrutSticn  in  the  circula- 
tii.m,  Aftei'  1 had  ufed  tbs  Tractors  for  a few  mi- 
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Dutes,  he  exclaimed  w'ith  much  fatisfadlion,  ^'that 
his  feeling  began  to  return,,  and  that  he  felt  the  points 
of  the  inftruments  vei  y fenfibly  In  a few  mi- 
nutes more,  he  faid  he  perceived  a warmth  and  a 
glow  in  his  hand  and  arm  and  we  obferved,  an 
evident  change  from  a livid  to  a healthy  apjjearance. 
He  was  traflored  about  half  an  hour.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  fame  day,  the  operation  was  again  per- 
formed, and  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  Jie  faid  his 
arm  was  as  well  as  ever.  I have  feen  him  feveral 
times  fince,  and  he  has  repeatedly  toUl  me  that  he  has 
experienced  no  return  of  the  complaint.” 

“ In  addition  to  the  above  Cafes,  I can  inform  thee, 
1 have  found  the  Tradlors  of  fingiilar  ufe  in  my  own 
young  family,  who  have  beenbruifed  by  falls,  or  run- 
ning againfl  the  corner  of  tables,  &c.  I have  been 
much  entertained  in  minutely  ohferving  ^he  injiamnui^ 
tion,  tuniifaffionj  and  blackncfi  gradually  difappetir,  and 
this  in  a variety  of  inflances. 

If  the  Tia(51ors  were  of  no  other  nfe,  I (hould 
be  perfe(5lly  fatisfied  in  having  purchafed  them  for 
thefe  purpofes  alone. 

I have  ufed  them  in  feveral  cafes  of  pain  in  the 
head  and  teeth,  but  in  thefe  1 have  been  fometimes 
unfucccfsful,  which,  I fuppofe,muft  be  accounted  for, 
from  the  circumftance  that  pains  in  and  about  the 
liead  are  fo  often  fymptomatic,  and  arife  from  af- 
fedions  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 

‘‘  Tliou  may,  if  thou  thinkefl  proper,  refer  thofa 
wlio  wilh  to  obtain  information  on  the  fubje«5t  to 
me.  I remain  with  efleem,  thy  aiTured  friend, 

Frederic  Smith.’* 


Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Mr.  Smith, 
DATED  5th  12th  Month  1799. 

**  Efleemed  Friend, 

Underftandiug  thou  haft  an  intention  of  making 
fomc  additions  to  the  Cafes  already  publilhed,  if  thou 
5 apprekead 
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apprehend  ihe  follo%ving  worthy  thy  notice,  thoia 
art  at  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  them  : being  fo 

th.oroughly  fatished  of  the  fuperior  efledts  of  the 
Trailors,  I am  again  dehrous  of  be^ning  my  tefti- 
naony  in  their  favour.’’ 

Case  I — St.  Vituses  Dance* 

A child  about  eight  years  of  age,  had  for  foras 
time  been  ;.fhi61ed  with  this  complaint,  when  in  the 
fall  of  1798,  the  fyiTiptoms  incrcafed  to  an  alarming 
degree  ; befides  the  iifual  agitations,  the  appetite 
failed  ; fhe  was  languid,  impatient,  inconilant  to  ad 
employments,  and  reftlefs  during  the  night.  She  had 
the  advanmge  of  medical  advice,  with  change  of  air 
and  objeclp,  but  all  without  effedt.  The  father  of  the 
child  inclined  to  try  the  efficacy  of  the  ITadlors,  yet 
with  little  expedlation  of  benefit.  He  remai  ked,  that 
ffie  complained  of  an  exceffive  pain  in  the  head,  and 
a continual  unearmefs  on  the  left  fide.  They  were 
therefore  drawn  over  the  forehead  alternately ; in  the 
lliort  fpace  of  five  minutes,  fhe  with  great  vivacity 
exclaimed  that  the  head-ach  was  gone. 

They  were  next  ufed  on  the  fide  about  ten  mi- 
nutes, during  which  a fuffufion  was  obferved  to  fpread 
over  the  wholefide. — The  fame  procefswas  repeated 
the  following  night,  when  every  fyrnptom  difap- 
pcai  ed,  and  the  child  has  been  able  to  refume  her 
puriuits  without  inconvenience.  It  v.'as  not  the  leaft 
remarkable  incident  that  the  diforder  had  induced 
a perpetual  un^leafant  breath,  of  wliich  the  fecond 
application  of  the  Tradlors  effedled  an  entire  im- 
j'l'ovement,  and  fo  has  ever  fin«e  continued. — More 
than  a year  has  now  elapfed  fince  the  cure  was  per- 
formed, and  as  the  child  is  liable  on  catching  cold  to 
a recurrence  of  the  fame  fymptoms,  the  Tradtors  have 
hitherto  been  employ  ed  with  uniform  certainty  to  re- 
mo\"e  them.” 
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Case  Irritability, 

® A delicate  woman  had  the  Bilious  Cholic  to  fo 
violent  a degree  as  to  produce  the  mod  alarming  fpaf- 
modic  aftedlions.  The  Sternum,  or  !)realt  [)one,  was 
fo  much  contra'iled,  as,  that  it  appeared  nearly  united 
to  the  fpine;  the  hands  and  feet  were  aTo  dreadfully 
affedfed,and  the  contradlions  in  the  face,  but  efpeci- 
ally  the  mouth,  gave  ferious  apprehenfions  of  an  ap- 
proaching Trifmus,  or  locktdja^,  Thougli  I k.ul 
a very  high  opinion  of  the  Tradlors,  yet  1 confefs  I 
was  not  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  their  efficacy,  as 
at  once  to  make  ufe  of  them,  v/ithout  firtt  trying 
fome  other  means,  accordingly  a variety  of  em- 
brocations, with  fridlion,  he.  he.  w'ere  applied, 
but  ail  without  any  beneficial  A young 

woman  and  mylelf  now  operated  with  the  Tractors ; 
llie  applied  one  on  the  hands  of  the  patient,  and  at 
the  fame  time  I ufed  the  other  on  tlie  face,  with  al- 
moft  injiant  relief  ; they  were  then  applied  to  the 
flomach,  where,  in  a very  few  minutes,  they  proved 
equally  effedlual.  The  whole  time  employed  in  this 
cure  did  not  amount  to  ten  minutes ; fhe  had  a flight 
return  afterwards  in  the  ftomachj  which  was  imme- 
diately relieved  by  the  Trafti.rs.” 

Case  Wl.—^InJlammation  and  S ‘welling  on  the  Leg, 

A perfon  lately  recovered  from  a fever,  obferved 
a degree  of  inflammation  on  the  calf  of  the  leg,  which 
produced  much  pain  and  fwelling  on  the  part  ; it 
gradually  increafed  to  the  fize  of  a pullet's  egg ; it 
was  not  tilldther  remedies  were  tried,  without  the  de- 
fired  effedl,  that  the.  Tradlors  were  made  ufe  of,  and 
by  one  application  for  about  forty  minutes,  the  injiam-. 
tnationj  pain^  2.x\f\f'iudling  were  entirely  fubdued,  and  a 
cure  obtained.’" 

Case  IV.'^Spafm  in  the  Oejophagus. 

Whilfl  1 was  in  the  county  of  Bucks  about  four 
months  fince;  I was  informed  of  a poor  woman  who 
C 6 had 
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had  lam  feveral  weeks  in  a very  trying  ftate  ; lliie  was 

' rep'refenred  to  me  as  then  ftarvingto  death  ; 1 found 

• herasclefcribed  j (he  was  wafted,  comparatively  fpeak- 
ingjto  a mereftiadow  ; — had  loft  her  voice, and  it  was 
whth  difficuity  (he  could  even  whifper.  The  medical 
perlon  who  had  attended  her,  apprehended  that  a 
(kin  was  nearly  grown  over  the  (Tifophagus  fo  as  to 
hinder  food  from  getting  into  the  ftomach,  and  yet  as 
in  the  courfe  of  everyday  her  mouth  w’^as  occafionaliy 
moiftehed  with  fome  liquid  in  a tea-fpoon,  and  accor- 
ding to  her  defcription  a fmall  portion  got  down 
behind  her  ears,”  but  wccafioiiing  an  exceffive  pain 
and  uneafinefs,  it  is  certain  that  fome  nourilhment 
got  into  the  ftomach ; her  tongue  was  dry  and  hard, 
of  a deep  red  colour,  and  nature  feemed  fo  completely 
exhaufted,  that  no  appetite  or  defire  for  food  re- 
mained. I,  however,  ventured  to  apply  the  Tractors, 
which  having  done  for  about  a quarter  of  an  hour, 
I deft  red  her  to  take  a tea  fpoonful  of  wine  and  wa- ' 
ter,  and  then  another,  both  which  (he  fwallowed 
without  any  difficulty  or  pain ! She  then  tried  a larger 
fpoonful,  which  (he  was  enabled  to  fwallow ! I 
uftd  the  Traftors  for  about  half  an  hour  more  ; m 
the  courfe  of  the  evening  fhe  took  half  a bafon  of 
warm  milk,  diluted  with  a fmall  quantity  of  water. 

■ 1 continued  the  application  for  three  days,  the  tim« 

I remained  at  the  place,  during  which  (he  took  as 
much  food,  without  difficulty,  as  (he  was  inclined, 
or  her  ftomach  could  bear  ; and  though  flie  appear- 
ed fo  far  reduced  that  I had  no  apprehenfion  a re- 
covery could  take  place,  being  above  ftxty  years  of 
age,  yet  it  was  convincing  to  me  that  had  they  been 
ufed  at  the  commencement  of  her  illnefs,  her  life  in 
all  probability  would  have  been  faved.  It  was,  how- 
ever a gratification  beyond  my  defcription  to  obferve 
the  extraordinary  effecl  it  had  upon  the  poor  woman ; 

• fhe  feemed  to  be  overwhelmed  with  furprize  and 
gratitude,  as  were  two  of  her  daughters,  who  by  their 
tears  alone  fiknliy  exprefled  their  feelings.” 
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• « I ihall  now  take  the  liberty  of  making  an  obkr- 

vation  or  two  on  the  fubjed  of  tins  praGlice,  Hav- 
ing in  a variety  of  initances  feen  its  decided  ufcfvil- 
nefs,  I was  led  to  make  trial  of  common  pieces  of  me- 
tal, lliaped  nearly  as  the  Tradlois,  and  1 acknow- 
Ixlge  they  feemed  to  have  fome  effecl:,  but  I do  not 
recolle(5l  an  inftance,  where  it  was  not  necelTary  to 
apply  the  Traitors,  in  order  to  perform  a cure.  I 
lhall  mention  one  comparative  inlfance  of  their  in- 
fluence. A young  woman  had  by  a fa'l  b u'tf:d  b^r 
etbovi  in  a violent  manner.  It  fvVelled,  the  pain  was 
excruciating,  and  Ihe  could  get  no  reftj  a confuler- 
able  degree  of  fever  attended  ; the  uCual  remedies 
had  been  tried  previous  to  our  feeing  her,  hut  with- 
out efFeil.  The  Tractors  were  applied  ; at  fiiil  the 
paiiijW'hilft  ufing  them,  feemed  more*  than  fhe could 
well  bear,  and,  indeed,  though  it  was  continued  for  a 
confiderable  time,  we  did  not  then  perceive  much 
advantage,  which  might  have  been  prevented  by  the 
pain  being  fo  exquifite  as  to  caufe  violent  perfpira- 
tion  ; the  next  day  flie  informed  us  fhe  had  flept  con- 
fiderably  better  ; and  on  twice  more  ufing  the  Trac- 
tors, a cure  was  performed.  In  a few  days  fhe  came 
again  and  informed  us  /fhe  had  met  w'ith  another  ac- 
'cident,  and  had  brutfed  her  elbow  more  violently 
than  before.  This  wivs  thought  a fair  opportunity 
of  making  trial  with  the  pieces  of  metal  (brafs  and 
iron.)  They  were  accordingly  drawn  gently  over  the 
part,  but  without  feeming  to  caufe  any  fenfation  ; 
the  Tradfors  were  then  applied,  which  immediately 
j)roduced  an  excefs  of  pain  and  agony  ; the  other 
metals  were  now  alternately  made  ufe  of,  and  with 
exadtly  the  fame  effect  as  before,  which  fully  efta- 
,blifhing  in  our  minds  the  difference  of  the  influence 
of  different  metals  on  the  human  body.  Thd  Trac- 
tors 


^ An  increafe  of  pain  during  the  application  is  a 
certain  flgn  that  a cure  is  about  to  be  effected.  B.  D,  p. 
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tors  were  continued  ; the  confequence  was,  a cure 
in  a few  days.  The  circumftance  of  diiTerent  me- 
tals having  been  applied  could  have  no  influence  on 
the  young  woman’s  mind,  as  the  was  totally  ignorant 
of  the  experiment  being  made. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  among  men  of  fcience, 
there  fliould  he  f(;uiul  thofe  who  oppofe  the  Metal- 
lic Practice,  without  fairly  and  impartially  invefli- 
gating  its  merit.  Oppofltion  without  fubftantial 
reafon,  can  in  no  refped  do  away  the  fa(5l  of  their 
real  ufefulnefs,  and  therefore  till  fomething  more 
perfuafive  than  mere  argument  and  fuperficial  decla- 
mation is  produced,  mylelf  with  many  others  mufl: 
reft  fatisfied  with  fucii  ocular  demonflration  as  ex- 
perience alone  is  able  to  furnifh  us  with.  I perceive 
much  depends  on  the  mode  of  iiflng  the  Traclors,  as 
\yell  as  j^erfevering  in  their  ufe  ; it  requires  in 
many  inflances  a confiderable  portion  of  patience, 
an  ingredient  that  but  too  few  of  us  are  overflocked 
w ith  : I am  inclined  to  think  they  might  be  ufefully 
employed  ion  Chi  lb  lains,  as  in  the  only  tw'o  cafes  that 
have  come  under  my  notice  this  year,  they  have 
proved  fuccefsful. 

Thy  fmcere  friend, 

‘‘Frederick  Smith. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  M R.  D AVI  D O G I L VY, 
JUN. BOOKSELLER,  HOLBORN,  LONDON. 

“ Sir,  London,  Auguft  2,  1798. 

“ Agreeably  to  my  promife  wTien  I purchafed  a 
fet  of  your  Tradlors,  I (hall  do  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
communicatihg  to  you  the  refult  of  my  experiments. 
Tiie  curiofity  naturally  excited  by  a remedy  fo  novel, 
and,  as  one  might  infer  from  your  late  publication, 
fo  interefling  to  humanity,  has  led  me  to  place  myfelf, 
as  much  as  poflible,  in  the  w^ay  of  procuring  proper 
fubjects  for  the  Tradtors,  and  of  noting  with  atten- 
9 tion 
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-t'oa  their  effeils  •,  that  I miglit  thereby  have  an  op- 
portunity of  convincing  myfelf  of  the  trntli  or  fallacy 
of  the  dodrine  from  ray  own  experience.  The  ulti- 
mate fucccfs  or  thefe  trials,  I take  great  pleafure  in 
dechti  ing,  has  exceeded  my  expedfations. 

Gouty  Head-ache, 

The  firfl  experiment  1 made  with  the  Tradlors 
was  on  my  Mother,  for  a very  vialm  pain  in  the  head, 
and  the  cafe  proved  fuitable  for  the  Metallic  In- 
fluence. It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  tliat  this 
pain  was  the  remains  of  gouty  affe^ihns,  rvitii  which 
Ibe  had  been  troubled  for  feveral  years.  By  the  ad- 
vice of  her  phyfician  file  had  recourfe  to  the  Bath 
waters,  about  three  years  fince  ; foon  after  her  re- 
turn, the  difeafe,  which  before  at  times  affected  her 
whole  body,  became  flationary  in  her  head.  I can 
only  fay,  that  upon  applying  the  Tradlors  agreeable 
to  your  diredlions,  when  fhe  w^as  in  violent  pain,  her 
head-ach,  which  had  afflidled  her  very  feverely  and 
almofl  inceffantly  for  upwards  of  two  years,  was  in 
about  ten  minutes  completely  relieved.  TliC  appli- 
cation has  been  once  repeated,  and  however  extra- 
ordinary the  fadl,  file  has  never  experienced  tl\e  pain 
fmce.  It  is  now  about  four  months  fince  the  ap- 
plication.” 

Contujion, 

I have  lately  had  occafion  to  ufe  them  in  a cafe 
of  a Bruife,  wdiich  afforded  me  much  falisfadion.  My 
infant  child  by  accident  fell  againft  the  edge  of  a chair, 
and  received  a very  fevtre  blonv  in  the  forehead.  The 
child  appearing  in  great  pain,  I ajiplied  the  Tradlors 
as  foon  as  poflible,  before  the  part  had  fw’elled  tathe 
extent  that  it  doubtlefs  would,  if  left  to  itfelf : flie 
very  foon  flopped  crying,  and  the  fw'elling  and  in- 
flammation in  a few  minutes  were  hardly  percepti- 
ble, and  nothing  remained  of  the  wound  but  a fmall 
fear.” 

Swelling 
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Swelling  in  the  Face,  and  Bite  of  a Gnat, 

I have  twice  had  occafion  to  ufe  the  Trailers 

00  royfelf,  once  for  a fwtlling  in  the  face  accompanied 
with  pain,  and  once  for  the  bite  of  a gna\  My  face, 
in  conf;  quence  of  a cold  a fhort  time  fi nee,  became 
very  much  fwelled,  and  in  confiderable  pain  ; a 
fingle  application  removed  the  pain  and  fweliing. 
The  bite  from  a gnat  was  in  two  places,  the  one 
above,  and  the  other  juft  below  the  lid  of  one  of  my 
eyes  ; the  parts  became  very  foon  fo  much  fwelled 
as  to  completely  clofe  the  eye,  and  on  ufing  tire 
Tra<ftors  a few  minutes  the  pain  was  removed,  and 
the  fweliingfub Tided  foon  afterT' 

I have  applied  the  Tra<ftors  with  equal  fuccefs 
in  many  ether  cafes,  once  for  a rheumatic  gout  ; for 
common  head-achs,  &c.  ; but  it  would  be  tedious  to 
detail  every  cafe,  and  indeed  they  do  not  all  how  oc- 
cur to  my  mind. 

You  will  not  infer  from  the  above  ftatement, 
that  I have  invariably  fucceeded  in  all  my  experi- 
ments ; pi'obably  from  not  paying  fufficienr  attention 
to  the  clire6lions  accompanying  the  Tradlors,  which 
point  out  the  diieafes  fubjeift  to  the  metallic  influence, 

1 have  often,  no  doubt,  applied  them  improperly. 
And  here  give  me  leave  to  obferve,  thiK  you  ought 
to  fpare  no  pains  in  infti'uding  your  purchafers  in 
the  mode  of  ufing  the  Tradfors,  as  well  as  to  diferi- 
minate  between  the  difeafes  fubjedf  to  their  influence, 
and  thofe  that  are  not  j otherwife  this  practice,  like 
every  other,  w^hen  injudicioufly  ufed,  may  lofe 
credit  unjuftly.  Wiftiing  you  fuccefs  in  your  prac- 
tice; which  the  difcoveiy  undoubtedly  merits, 

I remain.  Sir, 

y our  moft  obedient  fervant, 

David  OciLvy;jun.” 


In 


CASKS  IN  EMO  LAND. 


41 

In  addition  to  the  above  communication,  M?. 
OoiLVY  has  fince  favoured  the  Author  with  the  fol- 
lowing. 

pear  Sir,  London,  April  ift,  I799« ' 

**  If  any  further  atteftation  from  me  refpedting 
the  efficacy  of  the.Metallic  Traders,  than  that  I fenC 
to  you  laif  fummer,  would  be  acceptable,  you  are  at 
I’berty  to  Hate  in  your  imended  publication,  that  I 
have  contiiiwed  ufingthem,  and  with  fmiilar  fuccefs. 
As  I have  always  been  ready  to  operate  on  all 
who  applied,  you  may  fuppofe  that  I have  not  wanN 
ed  opportnniiies  for  feeing  tlieir  effeds  very  often. 

**  To  detail  every  cafe  would  fill  up  a moderate 
volume,  and  as  you  probably  have  numerous  com- 
munications from  all  parts  of  England,  a lengiliy 
letter  from'^me  would  be  unintereding.  I cannot 
but  (till  be  of  the  fame  oj'inion,  refpcding  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  your  pui  chafers  having  a flrid  adherence 
to  your  dircdions  for  nfing  the  Traders,  and  parti- 
cularly to  what  is  faid  on  the  prefence  of  o/7y, 
JulJlancfs,  p:i  fpiraiiotij  &c.  The  induence  of  thefe, 
in  refining  the  nOion  of  the  Traders,  I have  often 
had  occafion  to  notice,  and  am  perfuaded  that  very 
many  cafes  mud  occur,  where  fuccefs  is  prevented 
fromthefe  caufes.  Thofe  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
ufing  your  Traders,  cannot  be  too  attentive  to  thefa 
circumdances.” 

ContraSHon  of  the  Hand. 

I mud  date  one  cure,  which  you  may  ad  your 
pleafure  aliout  inferting  in  your  book.  My  mother, 
in  addition  to  the  complaint  in  her  head  (which  how- 
ever yet  continues  well)  as  dated  in  my  former  let-^ 
ter,  about  two  years  fince  received  a wound  in  the 
palm  of  her  hand,  by  falling  on  a broken  glafs  bottle, 
which  parted  an  artery.  When  this  wound^healed 
her  fingers  became  fo  contraded,  that  fhe  cuuld 
fcai  cely  make  any  uie  of  them.  At  times  there  was 

much 
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much  pain  in  that  part  of  the  hand  where  the  wound 
had  been.  The  idea  ftiuck  me,  that  the  Tractors 
riiight  be  of  benefit  in  removing  the  contraction,  by 
drawing  them  from  the  back  and  palm  of  the  hand 
to  the  extremities  of  the  fingers.  I made  the  ex- 
periment, and  theihriClure  gradually  gave  way,  and 
in  a few  minutes  fhe  could  ufe  that  hand  as  well  as 
the  other.  Since  that  application,  which  is  now  fe- 
veral. months,  the  contraction  has  three  or  four  times 
returned,  but  on  ufmg  the  TraCfors  it  has  always 
been  removed  in  the  couife  of  five. or  fix  minutes. 

‘‘  Not  having  obferved,  among  the  experiments 
you  have  publifhed,  many  trials  of  the  Tractors  in 
contractions,  1 have  been  more  particular  in  fingling 
out  this  cafe,  from  the  numerous  others  in  wdiich  I 
have  employed  them  wdth  equal  fuccefs. 

Your  moll  obedient  and 
“ humble  fervant, 

David  Ogilvy,  jun.” 


COMMUNICATION  PROM  MR.  JAMES  MATTHEWS, 
BOOKSELLER,  STRAND. 

Sir, 

Hearing  of  yoiw  intention  to  publifh  fome  cafes 
relar.iv’-e  to  t!ie  ufe  of  your  Metallic  TraCtors,  in  the 
removal  and  cure  of  fcveral  difeafes,  I conceive  it  a 
duty  I owe  to*you  and  the  public  at  large  to  bear  my 
tellimony  in  their  favour.  Since  I have  been  in 
poif-ffion  of  a fet  of  them,  I have  applied  tl  .em  in 
feveral  cafes  of  tlie  head  ach,  rheumatifm  in  the  face 
and  elfewhere,  and  infiammations  in  the  eyes,  with 
complete  fuccefs. 

B.hcums.tic  ^ooth~ach* 

A lady  who  had  been  in  extreme  agony  feven 
'days  from  a rheumatic  tooth-achi,  was  relieved  in 
ten  minutes  by  application  of  the  TraClors.  The 

forenefs 
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forenefs  which  fhe  felt  in  her  cheek  w’as  alfo  remov- 
ed in  a few  hours  after.” 

In  flammation  In  the  Eyes, 

A gentleman,  who  had  a fwelled  face  and  great 
inflammation  in  hi  eye,  permitted  me  to  apply  the 
Tra<5lors.  la  about  eight  or  ten  minutes  the  tume- 
fadlion  in  the  face  fubfided,  and  the  eye  was  relieved 
fj  om  v/eaknefs  and  pain.  The  blood-velfels,  which 
were  turgid  and  diftended,  gradually  difeharged  them- 
feives,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  day  the  inflam- 
mation wholly  difappeared,” 

Chronic  Pain  from  a Sprain. 

A gentleman,  from  fome  exertion  in  his  gardem 
about  Midlummer  lafl,  fprained  his  flumlder,  fincc 
which  he  has  not  been  able  to  raife  his  fore  arm 
higher  than  an  horizontal  pofition  from  his  elbow. 
He  was  not  able  of  courfe  to  put  on  his  cravat  or 
coat,  and,  if  lie  attempted  to  lift  up  his  arm,  it  was 
always  attended  with  txtreme  pain,  even  fo  as  to 
make  him  cry  out.  His  wife,  hearing  that  I was  in 
polTeflion  of  the  Tractors,  defired  that  I would  per- 
fo!  m an  operation  upon  him.  Happy  in  an  oppor- 
tunity to  try  their  effedfs  in  fuch  a peculiar  cafe,  I 
called  on  him  for  that  purpofe,  on  Vfednefd.-.y  even- 
ing, Nov.  14th.  My  fii  ft  precaution  was  to  have  liis 
arm,  from  his  fhoulder  to  the  extremities  of  his 
fngers,  waflied  with  warm  foap  and  water,  to 
cleaiife  it  ft  6m  the  greafy  and  oily  fubftances  which 
were  prefent,  and  1 likewife  took  care  that  ray  own 
hand,  as  an  opciator,  fliould  be  free  from  thofe  fub- 
ftances alfo,  which  I find  to  be  necelfary  in  all  cafes 
where  the  Traeftors  are  applied.  I then  proceeded  to 
draw  tl)e  points  of  the  Tradfors  altei  naieiy-  (ufvng 
each  about  three  miiuiLes)  from  the  flioulch'r  to  tlie 
extremities  of  tlie  fingers,  and  in  lefs  tlmn  ten  mi- 
jautes  he  found  the  arm  much  relieved  from  pain, 

iVnd 
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and  on  continuing  their  nfe  half  an  hour,  I had  th^ 
gratihcarion  of  feeing  him  put  on  his  cravat  and 
coat  without  aihftance,  v\  hich  he  had  not  done  fof 
four  or  five  months  hefoTe.  The  next  morning  he 
lifted  a heavy  chair  the  fame  arm,  nnd  cairied 

it  from  one  fule  of  the  room  to  the  other,  and  that 
without  pain,  to  his  very  great  aflonifhment.  A 
gentleman,  who  was  prefent  during-  the  operation, 
knowing  hov/  long  he  had  been  troubled  with  this 
complaint,  was  fo  convinced  of  the  utility  of  tlio 
Tractors,  that  lie  afterwards  purchafed  afctof  them 
to  take  into  ilie  country  with  I'-im,  from  a philanthro- 
pic fpirit  to  do  good  to  the  aftlidled  in  his  vicinity.” 
Scalds* 

My  Wife  has  been  twice  fcalded.  The  fit  ft 
time  wdth  hot  tallow  on  both  her  w rifts ; and  upon 
the  immediate  application  of  the  Trat^tors,  after  the 
removal  of  the  greafe,  the  inflammation  ceafed,and 
the  apparent  progiefs  of  veficaMon  was  arrefted. 
The  fecond  w'as  occafioned  by  boiling  coffee.  The 
Tra<ftois  were  applied,  and  the  fame  tffed,  as  in  the 
cafe  above,  took  placed' 

J Conlufm, 

Another  cafe  occurred  in  my  ov/n  family,  hf 
boy  in  beating  bu!-ks  was  accidentally  ftruck  by  one 
of  my  men,  wdio  was  beating  with  him,  with  a 
hammer  of  nearly  fmoteen  pounds  w’eiglit,  upon  the 
upper  part  of  his  eye-lid,  which  produced  a vvound 
three -fourths  of  an  inch  in  length.  Having  blotting 
paper  at  hand,  I immediately  foaked  up  the  blood 
w ith  it,  and  applied  the  Tradlors.  The  tumefadlion 
w^as  prevented  fn>m  taking  place,  which  was  very 
furprifing  after  fo  fevere  a blow.  I applied  a rag 
with  a little  Balfam  only,  and  ufed  the  Tratfors  once 
nore.  In  tiiree  days  his  eye  was  perfedilv  well, 
there  remaining  only  a fmall  fcab  and  a litile  b ack- 
peXs  below  the  eve. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  with  feveral  other  fimil.ir  fa£^s  whicli 
I have  witnelfecl,  fully  eftablffh  the  virtue  of  the 
Tra<Slors  in  my  eftimation  \ and  Ihould  they  fail  iu 
any  inftance  of  producing  the  defired  effect,  i believe 
it  is  becaufe  the  cafe  is  not  of  the  defcription  for 
which  they  are  recommended,  that  they  are  impro-. 
perly  ufed,  or  not  applied  as  frequently  as  is  necef- 
fary.  Wilhing  you  fuccefs  in  your  endeavours  t» 
promote  the  public  welfare^  by  bringing  this  im- 
portant difcoveiy  to  England, 

“ 1 am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

James  Mat  THEWS.” 

Strand,  No.  iS, 

January  8th, 1799. 


The  L-et  ter,  of  ^ubich  the  f'dlotuhi^  h an  ExtrafJ,  comes 
from  a Gentleman  mtich  attached  to  phll'jfophical  Tn- 
VcJl:gatlon  j— - 

^'Ir.  Teed,  of  Lanc aster-court,  Strand, 
London. 

Sir, 

In  England,  which  has  long  boafled  its  great 
and  enlightened  men,  there  prevails  as  much  preju- 
dice and  fcepticifm  on  any  innovation  whicii  ojipofes 
former  opinions,  as  in  countries  Avhere  fcience  and 
philofophy  have  made  lefs  progrefs.  Wlien  Lu- 
nar di  gave  out,  a few  years  fince,  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, that  he  w'ould  certainly  afeend  into  the  air  by 
means  of  a balloon,  many  fenfible  men  thouglit  it 
impofTible,  and  ridiculed  thofe  who  entertained  a dif- 
ferent opinion.  Y (ui  will  not  therefore  he  furprifed 
tliat  jierfons  of  this  clafs  Ihould,  in  the  year  1799, 
equally  difbelieve  and  ridicule  your  Father’s  difeovery, 
aiid  even  declare  the  praclice  an  impofition  on  the 
piiblic. 

‘‘  With  a view  to  inform  fuch  chara.dlers,  and  to 

the 
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the  relief  of  my  fufFering  fellow  mortals,  I fiibmit  to 
you,  for  infertioii  ia  your  next  publication,  the  fol- 
lowing cafes ; 

Spraw* 

About  a fortnight  fince,  a perfon  in  my  family 
fprained  her  foot.  It  fwelled,  grew  black,  and  was 
very  painful.  I applied  ihe  Traders,  which  I pur- 
chafed  of  you  ; the  pain  was  removed.  I repeated 
the  operation  that  evening  and  the  next  morning, 
when  fhe  was  every  way  much  better,  and  by  the 
evening  of  that  day  well."* 

T'ooth-^ach^ 

My  fervant  had  a bad  Tooth-ach,  which  pro- 
ceeded from  a rotten  or  carious  tooth.  I direded 
my  little  daughter  to  apply  the  Tractors,  and  relief 
was  given  in  a very  few  minutes.  As  the  tooth  was 
much  decayed,  the  pain  has  many  times  fince  return- 
ed, but  has  always  been  relieved  by  Che  application 
of  the  Traders. 

The  above  are  feme  of  the  cafes  wlrch  have 
come  uiider  my  own  infpedion.  There  is  an  old 
and  vulgar  maxim,  that  feeing  is  believing,  but 
feeling  is  the  naked  truth.**  On  the  day  of  the  laft 
illumination  for  Nelson’s  brilliant  victory  over  fhe 
French  fleet,  I was  very  fuddenly  affeded  with  a 
violent  pain  in  the  fmall  of  my  back,  or  what  is  com- 
monly called  the 

Lumbago  ; 

It  came  on  in  the  afternoon,  and  I was  fo  ill  as  to  be 
obliged  to  lay  on  the  bed  until  five  o’clock.  I could 
not  walk  acrofs  the  room,  or  ftand  upright  without 
very  great  pain.  The  Tractors  were  applied,  and  in 
lefs  than  ten  minutes,  though  however  extraordinary 
it  may  appear,  I was  relieved,  and  could  walk  about 
as  well  as  ever.  I do  not  fay  I was  completely  cured 
by  that’bne  operation;  for  there  was  fome  pain  the 
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next  day,  but  by  no  means  fo  violent,  and  in  a few 
days,  by  conftant  ufe  of  the  Tradtors,  it  entirely 
left  me. 

“ If  it  will  at  all  contribute  towards  cftablifhing 
a doctrine,  entirely  new  in  the  refearches  of  this 
country,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  the  name  of 
‘‘  Your  humble  fervant, 

‘‘  Richard  Teed.*^ 

Lancafter- Court,  Strand, 

13th  0(51ober,  1798.’* 


Communication  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Trot- 
ter, OF  Hans- PLACE,  Knightsh ridge. 

Hans-place,  March  29,  1799. 

‘‘  Dear  Sir, 

In  anfwcr  to  your  quellion,  What  is  now  my 
opinion  of  the  Metallic  Tradlorsr”  I can  wiih  con- 
fidence fay,  that  after  fix  months  candid  trial,  I am 
equally  aftonifhed  and  pleafed.  The  ir.flruments 
and  the  operation  are  fo  fimple  that  they  promife 
notl.ing,  but  the  efipecl  is  fo  remarkable  and  generally 
fo  fudden,  that  it  feems  more  like  a miracle  than  the 
ufual  courfe  of  nature,  though  till  of  late  undifeo- 
vered.  When  I firff  peiufed  your  late  Publication, 
giving  an  account  of  your  fatlier’s  cures  by  his  Me- 
tallic Tradlors,  attefted  by  well-known  refpedlable 
chara<fters  in  America,  as  a friend  to  humani  y I 
called  upon  you,  to  make  further  enquiry  about  a 
difeovery  that  promifed  to  be  fo  iifeful  to  mankind. 
Your  goodnefs  in  conducing  me  to  St.  Martinis 
work  houfe,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  faiisfying 
myfclf  of  tlie  efficacy  of  the  Tradlors,  in  the  cure  of 
two  women,  both  of  whom  declared  in  my  hearing, 
with  apparerit  pleafure  and  gratitude,  that  they  were 
by  thefe  relieved  of  their  complaints  ; one  of  pain- 
ful acute  ihLumatiJm  in  the  ancle j and  the  other  of  ^ gouty 
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atteciled  with  a conlraEilon  in  the  hand  and- 

Jin  gas 

Soon  after  this  I was  poffeffed  of  a fet  of  the 
Tradrors,  and  refolced  to  omit  no  occafion  of  ufinsj 
them  for  the  relief  of  the  afflided.  On  looking  at 
tny  minute-book,  I find  a particular  account  of 
TWENTY-ONE  curcs  performed  under  my  own  iii- 
j^edion ; vi^i.foUK  oj  the  rhaimitifm  j /wo  of  inflamed  eyes 
<lnd  head-ache ; one  eiyfipdas ; fve  of  the  tooth^ache 
three  of  [welling  in  the  7nouth  ; th  ee  of  inflamed  fwellug  ^ 
'in  the  face ; one  of  an  unconnnnn  pain  in  the  head  of  a 
young  woman  fubje^'l  to  the  epilepfy^  and  which  was  the 
iifual  fymptom  of  an  approaching  f it  ; one  of  the  ftrang’Jryy 
and  One  pf  afore  throat.  The  particulars  I will  readily 
communicate  to  any  enquirer. 

Upon  the  whole,  I mull:  in  juflice  to  (what  1 
ihall  call)  Dr.  Perkins’s  invaluable  Difeovery, 
aclefiovvledge,  that  I myfelf  have  never  apj)lied  the 
Traders  without  fome  fenfible  effed,  and  that  in 
♦a  feiv  minutes ; and  front  my  own  expen-nce  can  fay, 
that  metals  do  not  more  certainly  attrad  theeled  i- 
cal  fluid,  than  the  Metallic  Traders  (if  property 
ufecl)  ad  in  attrading  and  removing  certain  pains, 
inflammations,  and  inflamluatory  Kvelliags.  I have 
no  doubt  of  their  making  their  way  in  a Ihort  time 
over  Britain,  as  they  have  done  in  America,  and  are 
now  doing  in  Denmark  and  Germany.  So  fafe,  fo 
pkafanty  fo  ready,  and.  Twill  add,  fo  cheap  a medical 
alhifant,  few  ladies  or  gentlemen  will  choofe  to  be 
without  in  their  families.  Believe  1 am,  with 
efleem,  “ Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervanr, 

‘‘  Trotter.** 

P.  S'.  Since  writing  the  above,  I have  operated 
on  a gentleman’s  left  eye-brow,  which  was  painful 

and 

* Sec  rhefe  cafes  in  pages  56  and  5^  of  this  bodfe. 
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a’rtd  a little  fwelled,  though  without  inflammation, 
i drew  the  TraO.ors  over  it  in  different  diredHans, 
for  the  fpace  of  half  ati  hour,  without  the  lead:  fenfi- 
bleeffedi.  Upon  enquiry  I found  the  diforder  to 
proceed  from  the  ftomach.  Hence  it  may  he  infer- 
red, that  no  relief  can  be  expedled  from  the  Trac- 
tors when  the  complaint  is  merely  fymptomatical ; 
but  when  it  is  topical,  a cure,  from  what  1 have 
witnelfed,  may  be  depended  upon.  J.  T.” 

Another  Letter  from  theRev.Dr.Trotter. 

Dear  Sir,  Jl.ms  PLtcry  December  3,  17^0. 

Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  29th  of  March 
lad,  I have  operaied  in  eighty  different  casks, 
among  my  friends  and  acquaintances,  with  the  Me- 
tallic Tractors,  and,  I have  the  pie  ifurc  to  inform 
you,  with  the  defired  effedl.  In  that  number  I 
have  not  included  thofe  on  whom  I have  operat- 
ed merely  at  the  importunity  of  fuffei  ing  pat  c-nis, 
whole  cafes  were  not  proper  fubjedls  for  the  Trac- 
tors. 

‘‘  I am  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  impor- 
tance of  this  difeovery  to  mankind,  and  cannot  help 
■ pitying  thofe  who,  either  through  ignorance  or  pte- 
judke,  attempt  to  depreciate  its  merit.  A little  time 
will  fliew  their  miftake,  and  put  a flop  togroundiefs 
afperfions.  I have  not  at  prefent  lei  l ure  to  fend  yon 
a particular  account  of  all  the  aWe  cafes;  indeeil, 
the  great  number  you  ha\re  probably  received  from 
others,  may  render  this  unnecelTary.  One  or  two, 
however,  1 will  adduce. 

Case  I.  Pryfipelous. 

A lady  was  afflicLed  with  an  eryfipelous  in  h'^r 
face.  I lie  inflamnnarion  and  fvvellmg  were  fo  grea’’, 
that  one  of  her  eyes  was  clofed,  and  fhe  complained 
«f  great  pain.  After  being  operated  on  for  ten  mi- 
D nutes, 
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jiute«,  the  Twelling  and  inflammation  were  abated^ 
and  the  face  came  to  its  natural  colour,  and  which 
was  fo  evident  as  to  be  voluntarily  remarked  by  one 
of  the  famdy  prefent.  In  a few  minutes  more  the 
gentlewpmaii  cheei  fully  acknowledged  that  fhe  was' 
quite  well*” 

Case  IT.  G^ut, 

A man  in  bufinefs,  aged  37,  had  for  feveral 
years  been  fubjedi  to  the  gout.  Calling  one  day  at 
his  fliop,  I obferved  him  very  lame,  and,  to  appear- 
ance, in  great  pain.  He  faid  he  had  got  a retunf 
of  his  old  companion  the  gout.  I promifed  to  call 
again,  which  1 did,  in  two  hours,  and  found  him 
in  bed,  and  very  much  diftrelTed  with  the  difeafe  in 
one  of  his  feet.  After  I had  operated  on  it  with  the 
Tractors  fifteen  minutes,  he  faid  the  pain  was  en- 
tirely gone,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  I obferved  the 
inflammation  and  fwelling  fubfide.  He  has  had  no 
return  of  his  complaint  thefe  five  months.^' 

Case  III.  Rheumattfm, 

Am  elderly  woman,  for  two  years,  had  been 
fo  lame  with  the  rheumatifm,  that  Ihe  could  only, 
with  difficulty,  walk  by  the  help  of  a crutch- headed 
Hick.  After  applying  the  Tracfors  to  the  part  af^ 
fecled,  half  an  honr,  file  declared  fhe  was  quite  free 
of  all  complaints,  and  walked  out  of  the  room  with^ 
out  any  afliftance.  A few  days  after  file  walked  fix 
miles  without  her  flick. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  this  woman, 
among  various  other  remedies,  had  made  trial  of  the 
Acroamatic  Belt  under  the  direHion  of  its  inven- 
tor. 


^ For  the  information  of  thofe  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  hearhig,  from  a certain  clafs^  that  the  Trac- 
tors cure  through  an  operation  upon  the  imagina- 
tion^ 
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tor,  from  \vliidi  ilie  nearer  at  any  time  percclveLl  the 
ieull  eiFedt.” 

Case  IV.  Burn, 

A lady  burned  her  hand.  I happily  called  at  the 
houfe  immediately  after  the  accident,  and  applied 
the  Traders.  In  about  ten  minutes  the  inflamrua- 
tion  difappeared,  the  vefication  was  prevented,  and 
the  faid  the  pain  was  gone.  ' 

“ After  fuch  proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Metallic 
Traders,  I muh  believe  them  to  be  mod  nfeful  in- 
druments,  and  which,  I think,  no  gentleman  in 
town  or  country  fhould  be  without.  They  feem  in 
a particular  manner  to  be  a proper  vade  mecum  for 
clergymen;  who  wdiile  adminiflering  fpiritirl 
counfel  to  the  afflided  under  their  charge,  mull 
have  a pleafing  and  ufeful  employment  in  relieving 
them  fc'om  a painful  bodily  difordcr,  efpecially  when 
they  may  be  affured,  at  the  fame  time,  they  are  in 
no  danger  of  doing  any  harm  by  the  remedy. 

Wilhing  you  health  and  profperity, 

‘‘  I am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

‘‘  John  Trot  ter.** 

P.  S.  The  young  woman  mentioned  in  my  for- 
mer letter  has  had  no  return  of  the  epileptic  fits.” 


tion,  it  (hould  be  remarked,  that,  if  fuch  falutary 
effeds  are  to  be  procured  from  its  influence,  the 
fiELT  here  fpoken  of,  from  the  peculiar  circum^' 
fiances  attending  its  application,  is,  above  all  other 
remedies,  moll  eminently  caJculated  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  yet  we  fee  it  produced  no  efled  ; but  iker 
difguji'wg  and  fmple  appearing  Traders  gave  the  relief 
immediately.  ""  B.  D.  P. 

D a 
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Perkins's  metallic  tractors: 

LeiUr  from  the  11.1.  \ kia  Moseley,  Lo n s 

Buckly,  Northamptonshire;  dated 

November  1799. 

burn,  head-ach,  tooth-ach,  and 
inflammations. 

Dear  Sir, 

1 cheerfully  communicate  the  experience  and  oc«- 
lar  den.onfiraiion  J have  had  of  the  utility  of  the  Me- 
tallic Practice.  When  firfl  in  company  with  a pof- 
fellor  of  the  Traylors,  I acknowledge  1 treated  them 
with  the  contempt  ulually  beftuwed  upon  what  wa3 
p('pular  a few  years  f!nce>  under  the  name  of  Ani- 
mal Magnetifro.  However,  on  this  friend’s  putting 
them  into  my  h.mds,  I was  determined  to  make  full 
trial  of  their  fuppofed  powers.  An  opportunity 
foon  offered.  Mrs.  Moseley’s  drefs  caught  fire. 
Before  I could  afford  her  any  affiflance,  the  hla'ze 
nearly  encompaffed  her  body  and  head.  In  endea- 
vouring to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  the  flames,  I burn*: 
one  of  my  hands  in  two  places.  The  inflammation 
w'as  great,  and  the  pain  mofl:  excruciating.  A hlif. 
ter  formed  on  ray  foie- finger,  and  there  was  every 
prorpedl  of  a bad  refult. 

The  Tradtors  being  in  my  poiTefflon  for  expeid- 
ment,  1 made  trial  of  their  efficacy.  The  refult  was 
beyond  wdiat  I ever  expecled  to  witnefs.  In  half  an 
hour  the  whole  of  the  inflammation  was  removed j 
aiW,  what  w''as  to  me  very  aftonifhing,  the  bliftcr 
totally  difappeared ; a veftige  of  it  was  not  left. 
Thus,  in  thirty  miantes,  my  hand  w^as  reAored  to 
the  fame  ftate  it  wis.in  before  the  accident. 

This  circumftance,  had  1 no  other  evidence,  WaS 
enough  to  remove  my  fcei>ticifm,  and  convince  me 
of  their  attractive  powers ; but  in  feveral  oiher  cafes 
fince,  I have  been  equally  aftonilhed  and  pleafed. 

The  head-ach  I have  removed  feveral  times,  and 
in  a vvay,  on  fome  occafions,  tliat  affords  the  mofl: 
decided  evidence  of  their  influence.  A perfon  hav- 
ing 
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ing  been  long  troubled  with  that  complaint,  I 
tlie  Tra<5lors  over  one  eye,  in  a direction  towards 
the  back  of  the  hea<l,  and  in  a (liort  time  it  was  re- 
moved, but  ftill  lemained  over  the  other  eye.  I 
then  drew  tiiem  in  the  fame  diredlion  over  that,  arid 
in  about  the  fame  fpace  it  totally  ceafed.  Thi',  ex- 
periment has  raifed  the  pradfice  higher  in  my  effcejn 
than  the  former  had  done  before.  The  tooth. ach  and 
injiammations  I have  alfo  removed. 

On  the  whole,  l am  now  nniling  to  confefs  that 
I tliink  this  difcovery  of  tive  hrl^  impcsrtance  to  maii- 
kind,  and  would  not,  for  the  benefit  of  my  o\vti 
family,  and  the  luxury  of  conuibuting  cotfie  e.ilc  of 
Others,  be  without  a fet  of  the  Traitors  fvor  hardly 
any  confideration. 

“ l am,  with  rrfpedf,  yours,  kc* 

* ^ W I L L 1 A M Most  L f.  V.” 


EXPERIMENTS  in  Pub  tic  Institutions. 
The  Autlior  has  been  invited  by  t!ie  overfeers  of 
the  poor,  church-warJens,  phyTician?,  &c.  to  life 
the  Tiadors  on  the  fick  in  feveral  of  the  pcor- 
houfes  and  hofpitals  in  London.  Thefe  invitation;', 
from  his  well-known  dcfire  of  fiibnntting  the  merits 
of  tlie  Meiallic  Pradlice  to  the  tell  of  fair  experi- 
ment, in  the  pvefence  of  competent  and  impaicial 
judges,  it  will  be  conceived,  were  aKvays  readily 
complied  with.  The  firft  vifit  was  made  to 

The  poor-house  op  the  parish  of  st. 

P ANCRAS, 

the  re  Cult  of  which  cannot  be  better  conveyed  than, 
by  imeiting  the  following  otiicial  flatement ; 

Copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Rev,  Waring  "Willet, 
yi,  M . DomrPic  ChapLnn  to  the  Right  Hon,  the  Hurl 
of  Difnmortf  KftLior  of  the  Paufhes  of  Lifon  and  Stan- 
’ P 3 ford 
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ford  le  BopC)  in  the  County  cj  E[ftXy  and  Minor 
OjSt.P/ijr,  PJCftininfe}  \ N £ H EMIAH  SpICEB,. 

Cv-rfcsr  of  thi  Ir^firniar^  or  Poor-houft^  in  the 
Pcvip?  of  St.  Pan. rat,  Middljex, 

Deiaricey  Place,  Hampflead  Road, 
May  17,  1798. 

Being  defirous  of  obt  uriing  ocular  proof  of  the^ 
efficacy  of  Mr.  Perkins’s  Trjidlors,  we  fome  time 
Pince  requeued  him  to  accompany  us,  and  fome  other 
gentlemen,  for  that  purpofe,  to  the  pcor^houfe  of 
the  pariHi  of  St.  Pancras,  where  were'  a number  of 
])erfons  afFiicfed  witli  various  difeafes.  The  Trac*- 
tors  were  applied  in  our  prefence  withfuccefs,  upon 
a foklier  who  had  the 

Coup 

in  both  his  feei.  The  fevere  pain  and  in'flammfitioa 
were  removed  in  a few  minutes, 

‘‘  Among  otliei's  who  found  relief,  the  cafe  of 
Ml'S,  Lanf ESTER,  who  had,  been  confined  in  this 
poor-houfe  with  the 

Rhcumatijm 

for  fcveral  months,  deferves  particularnotice.  Foj! 
Tnufi  weeks  previous  to  tlie  application  of  the  Trac- 
tors, foe  load  not  been  able,  in  confeqiience  of  de- 
bility, occafioned  by  the  extreme  pain  in  her  limbv 
to  bear  her  weight  on  her  feet.  Her  arms  were  fo 
affected  that  fhe  could  not  raife  them  fufficiemly  high 
to  feed  herfelf,  the  nurfe  being  obliged  to  affift  her 
in  putting  her  food  to  her  mouth.  The  knee  and 
elbow  joints  were  much  tumefied  and  inflamed,  and 
from  her  extremely  emaciated  Rate  it  w^as  belie-ed 
foe  could  not  long  furvive.  In  this  helplefs  and  dif- 
trefling  fituation  Air.  Pekkins  applied  the  Traclors 
to  her  right  arm,  which  then  appeared  to  be  in  mofl 
])ain,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  the  pains  in  that  arm 
were  wholly  removed,  and  immediately  foe  raifed 
it  oyer  her  head,  and  could  move  it' with  perfect 
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cafe  in  any  diredlion.  As  the  experirecut  was  only 
pei formed  on  one  ann,  and  the  complaint  e>iterided 
to  the  legs,  as  well  as  to  the  otlier  arm,  tUe  pain,  ia 
about  twenty-four  hour",  returned.  The  Trac^^^rs 
being  then  purdiafed  by  the  fecond  of  the  .under- 
mentioned, he  vilited  the  poor-houfe,  and  applied 
them  himfelf  to  her  knees  and  arms.  After  four  or 
five  ap]dications  daily,  llie  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be 
enabled  to  walk  down  flairs,  and  into  the  adjoining 
yaid.  She  continued  gainir.g  ftrength,  and  is  now'* 
reliored  to  health,  and  dilcharged  from  the  houfe  as 
cured. 

“ ?vir.  Spicer  has  ufed  his  Tradors  ruccefsfully 
in  otlier  cafes  fince  lie.polfeffed  them.  Among  thefej 
a perfon  of  his  own  famil}  , who  has  been  fubjedto 
the 

Ahcumjlifm 

for -year",  had,  a few  weeks  fince,  a fevere  attack 
in  the  ankle  and  foot.  The  parts  were  muchfwclled, 
inflamed,  and  in  extreme  pain,  fo  that  the  foot  could 
not  be  placed  on  the  floor.  The  Traders  were  ufed 
feveral  times  during  the  day,  and  the  pain  and  in«- 
flamimation  wei'e  wholly  removed,  fo  that  the  per- 
fon  could  walk  with  eafe.  In  the  ordinary  attacks 
of  this  difeafe,  it  has  ufually  continued  feveral  days* 
(Signed)  ‘‘  Waring  Willet. 

**  Nehemiaii  Spicer.” 


Here  the  reader  has  had  occafion  to  notice,  what 
he  has  feen  in  the  Preliminary  Obfervations,”  the 
ne.c?ljlly  of  frcquouly  repeating  the  appUtationSj  efpecially 
on  fubjeds  lb  long  arid  dreadfully  afh.ided  as  Mrs. 
Lan ,s- EST ER.  Had  not  Mr.  Spicer’s  humanity 
and  judgment  led  him  to  renew  the  operations  on 
that  poor  woman,  when  fhe  had  a recurrence  of 
pain,  the’ benefit  from  the  firft  trial  would  not  have 
been  permanent,  and  tlie  termination  of  the  com- 
D 4 plaint 
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plaint  would  douhtlefs  have  been  fatal  to  the  patient. 
Difcredit  is  but  too  frequently  hrouglit  on  the  Metal- 
lic Praftice,  by  neglecting  to  ]>ay  proper  attention  to 
this  point. 

Since  the  date  of  the  above  leport,  Mr.  Spicer, 
from  having  the  Tractors  in  his  polTellion,  has  em« 
T>iov«d  them  with  fuccefs  in  numerous  other  in* 
dances. 


EXPERIMENTS  IN  THE  Poor-House  of*  the 
Parish  or  St.  Martin’s. 

Siibfequent  to  the  la£l- mentioned  experiments,  T 
received  an  invitation  from  lome  of  the  overfeers  of 
the  poor  in  St.  Martin’s  pariib,  to  ufe  the  Tra<Ror$ 
on  the  fick  in  their  poor- lioufe,  which  was  alfo  rea- 
dily complied  with.  This  being  fnuated  near  my 
place  of  refiilence,  I have  been  enabled  to  give  more 
frequent  attendance,  and  fee  that  the  applications 
■were  fairly  and  properly  made. 

.About  the  I ft  of  AuguR,  accompanied  by  feme 
medical  friends,  I firft  vifited  that  houfe.  Inward 
No  S3,  we  were  prefented  wnththe  follov.^ingCafe, 
the  previous  hirtory  of  which  fiiaU  be  given,  as  re- 
lated to  me  by  Mr.  Phlpfin,  the  apothecary  to  the 
houle,  and  by  tlie  patient  herfeif. 

Case  I.  Gouty  Affe&hns, 

Marv  Scott,  aged  51,  had  for  about  tvrelve 
weeks  been  with  what  Mr.  Phippin  called 

^outy  She  was  hrit  attacked  with  a fevere 

pain  in  the  left  elbow.  The  parts  foon  became  much 
inflamed  and  fwellcd,  and  which  continued  to  extend 
until  the  wdiole  hand  was  tamefied.  Several  medi- 
cines w'ere  adminiflered,  after  wliich  tlie  complaint 
attacked  the  right  knee  and  foot,  both  of  w^hich 
fvvelled,  and  became  alfo  very  painful.  At  length 
it  returned  to  its  hril:  feut  in  the  elbow,  and  gradu- 


unable  ta  itraighteii  them,  or  indeetl  to  life  them  at 
all.  There  was  much  inflammation,  and  confldera- 
ble  pain.  No  medicines  had  been  given  for^  fix 
weeks. 

I had  flo  hefjtation  in  promifing  a cure,  and  began 
by  drawing  the  Traclors  over  the  hand,  cxiendir.g 
them  along  to  the  ends  of  the  fingers  for  about 
twenty  minutes,  when  flie'  faid  the  pain  was  miicli 
relieved,  and  that  (he  could  move  the  fingers  eafier. 
The  inflammation  was  evidently  much  fiibfided.  A 
glow  of  perfpiration,  which  often  takes  place  on 
the  parts  where  the  Tradtors  are  applied,  moiftened 
the  whole  hand. 

The  Tradlors  were  left  with  her  that  night,  with 
orders  to  be  ufed  three  times  before  the  middle  of 
the  next  day.  On  vifiting  her  at  that  time,  1 found 
that  fhe  had  applied  them  as  dire^ed,  and  that  lier 
pains  were  entirely  removed  ; the  inflammation  was 
nearly  fubfided,  and  the  middle  finger,  hich  before 
the  application  of  ihe  Tradors  was  moft  alfeded^ 
was  now  fo  much  better  that  fhe  could  contrad  and 
open  it  without  any  pain.  I ordered  her  to  continue 
ufing  the  Tradtors  three  times  in  a day.  At  the  end 
of  five  days  five  was  fo  far  rtflored  as  to  take  her 
place  in  tlie  needle-room,  Which  (lie  had  been  obiig* 
ed  to  vacate  for  twelve  weeks,  not  having  been  able 
to  Iiold  the  cloth  with  this  hand  while  fhe  ufed  tke 
needle  with  the  right.  She  has  ever  fince  bebn  able 
to  few  and  ufe  that  hand  with  perfedl  eafe,  h.aving' 
had  no  fymptoms  of  the  complaint  in  any  part  of 
the  body,  and  enjoying  her  health  in  every  refped. 
Tliis  jiatient  has  lived  in  the  poor-houfe  upwards  of 
two  years,  is  a perfon  of  a very  good  underflandiiig, 
and  is  diifcinguiflied  a$  an  induflrious  Woman, 
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Case  W •^ALute  RJjetmauJm, 

A feiv  days  after  the  experinients  above  men- 
tioned, accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clarke 
fecretary  for  the  library  and  chaplain  to  his  Royal 
Higlinefs  tliePrince  of  Wales,  1 went  to  the  Poor 
lioufe  again,  with  a view  of  meeting  with  more  fub- 
ie6h  for  experiment. 

In  ward  No.  20,  we  were  prefented  with  the  cafe 
of  Judith  Sympson,  aged  about  50,  a mantua- 
maker.  I his  wqmaii  has  been  in  this  honfe  five 
years.  Abour  four  v/eeks  before  we  viHted  her  fhe 
was  attacked  wnth  an  acute  paiu  in  her  left  ancle, 
which  foon  began  to  fwell  and  inflame.  Thefe  con- 
tinued to  increafe  until  the  time  rve  faw  her,  \vh%a 
Ibie  was  unable  to  bear  any  weight  on  tliat  foot.  The 
whole  external  ankle  and  foot  were  enlarged  to- 
nearly  twice  their  ordinary  bze.  The  inflamma- 
tion and  pain  were  very  fevere,  which  were  evinced, 
by  the  turgid  Rate  of  the  veffels. 

I did  not  hefitate  to  promife  fpeedy  relief  to  this 
poor  wmmrin,  and  began  by  drawing  the  Tradlors,- 
from  about  three  inches  above  the  complaint,  lightly 
over  the  inflamed  part,  and  conducting  them  to  the 
toes.  In  about  five  minutes  a profufe  perfpiration 
feemed  to  burfl  from  every  pore  in  the  foot,  fo  that 
the  water  adlually  trickled  alon^  after  the  points  of 
the  Tractors,  and  if  not  wiped  away  w’ould  have 
dropped  on  the  floor.  After  effedlually  removing 
the  perfpirabie  matter  wnch  a cloth,  the  points  of  the 
Tradlors  were  conduded  over  the  parts  for  a few  mi- 
nutes as  before,  and  the  fame  flow  of  perfpiratron 
followed.  A fimilar  effed  took  place  a third  time, 

after 


^ Author  of  that  very  able  and  eloquent  Defence 
of  the  Union,  entitled,  'The  PoUtkcilyCommercialy^ind 
CrJil  State  of  Irdandd' 
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afEer,  v/hen  flie  declared  Ihe  was  perfefUy  relieved. 
S'ile  then  put  her  foot  on  the  floor,  and  could  bear 
her  weight  on  it  with  but  very  little  inconveni- 
ence. 

I ordered  her  to  ufe  the  Tractors  three  times  be- 
fore twelve  o’clock  the  next  day.  On  vifiting  her  at 
that  time,  I found  the  fweiling  reduced  at  leaft  two- 
ihirds.  The  inflammation  was  hardly  perceptible, 
and  tlie  patient  had  been  walking  abo.ut  the  room- 
The  perfpi ration,  though  in  a lefs  degree,  had  taken 
place  on  each  application.  This,  it  is  proper  to  ob- 
ferve,  was  not  at  any  time  produced  on  other  parts 
of  ihe  body,  but  was  an  adlionof  the  Traders  on  the 
difeafed  part  alone.  Siie  continued  ufmgtbem  three 
times  a day,  and  in  about  a week  was  perfedly  cured. 
Since  that  time,  which  is  now  more  than  nine 
months,  tliis  woman  has  never  had  the  leaft  fymp- 
tom  of  the  rheumatifm  in  anj  part  of  her  body,  and 
has  enjoyed  pei  fed  health. 

Having  fhewn  the  above  to  theRev.  Dr. Clarke, 
witli  a requeft  that  he  would  inform  me  whether 
my  ftatement  of  the  effeds  produced  by  the  firft  ap- 
plication, agreed  with  the  fads  according  to  his  re- 
colledion,  I was  obliged  with  the  following  reply  : 

‘‘  Sir, 

I liave  been  favoured  with  your  note,  and  can 
feel  no  backwardnefs  in  complying  with  wliatl  con- 
ceive to  be  but  juftice  to  you,  and  duty  toward  the 
public. 

Having  obferved,  in  the  courfe  of  my  reading, 
that  fome  difeoveries  had  been  made  by  different 
men  in  different  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  all  tend- 
ing to  one  point,  I was  happy  in  an  opportunity  of 
perfon  illy  enquiring  into  what  now  begins  to  be 
termed  by  writers  of  great  eminence  abroad,  a ncuj 
dijcovercd  In'w  of  nature*  I was  alfo  anxious  to  learn, 
how  far  the  application  of  this  difeovery  might  re- 
ally tend  to  diminifli  the  catalogue  of  human  fuffer- 
D 6 ings. 
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ings.  When  I did  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  waiting  on 
you  for  this  purpofe,  you  frankly  accompanied  me  to 
the  Poor  Houfe  of  St.  Martin’s.  Not  then  aware 
that  I might  be  called  on  to  teftify  the  experiment 
W'hich  you  made  in  my  prefencc,  I did  not  take  notes 
of  it ; but  as  far  as  I can  charge  my  memory  w ith 
thefadl:,  which  was  an  imprellive  one,  it  was  as  fol- 
lows ! 

‘‘  A woman,  whofe  ankle  was  extremely  fwelled, 
and  who  long  complained  of  fevere  pain,  fubmitted 
to  the  operation  with  the  Tractors.  On  their  appli- 
cation, large  drops  of  fweat  ilTued  from  the  pores  of 
the  part  alfedled.  This  vifible  eff"e3  took  place  thrice 
in  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes,  after  which  the  woman 
declared  Ihe  was  relieved  from  pain. 

I am,  Sir,  wdth  great  truth, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

Thomas  B.  Clarke.’* 

Great  Quebec- flreet, 

Portman-fqiiare, 

May  13th  1799.” 


The  Tradlors,  from  being  owned  by  tins  Poor 
Houfe,  have  been  ufedfor  the  relief  of  fe v era  1 others. 
Mr.  Con  NO,  the  Governor,  to  whofe  care  they  are 
entrufted,  holds  them  in  readinefs  to  be  applied  to 
any  whom  he  fhall  conceive  to  be  proper  fubjedls. 
Among  others  they  have  cured  Mrs.  Harriot,  the 
Miftrefs  of  the  needle  room,  of  an 

Actite  injiammatory  Affe^lcn 

on  one  of  her  hands.  This  came  on  very  fuddenly, 
was  attended  wdth  a fenfation  of  great  heat.  A quan- 
tity of  ichor  collected  under  the  cuticle,  and  produ- 
ced a vefication  very  fimilar  to  a fcald.  An  appli- 
cation of  the  Tra6lors  for  half  an  hour  entirely  re- 
moved all  appearances  of  the  complaint. 

Some  other  cafes  of  rheumatifm  and  painful  fwel- 
lings  in  the  face,  have  alfo  received  Angular  benefit 

from 
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from  the  ufe  of  the  Tradtors:  But  as  it  is  not  the 
obje<5l  of  the  Author  to  enter  into  a detail  of  cafes, 
wh'ch  he  has  not  himfelf  wirnefled,  he  will  decline 
adducing  fuch  cafes  at  prefent. 

Several  gentlemen,  from  a defire  of  learning  the 
merits  of  the  Tradtors,  have  accompanied  tlie  Author 
to  this  Poor  Houfe,  with  a view  of  feeing  thefe  cafes. 
The  Rev,  Dr.  Trottek’s  vifit  has  been  noticed  in 
his  comm unica*  ion  [^Jee  page  47]  Among  others 
might  be  mentioned  thofe  patrons  of  humanity,  Sir 
Richard  Hill  * and  his  brother  the  Rev.  Brian 
Hill. 

The  recent  death  of  Mr.  Phippin,  the  late  me- 
dical attendant  at  this  Poor  Houfe,  deprives  me  of 
the  opportunity  of  procuring  his  flatement  of  thefe 
cafes* 


EXPERIMENTS  in  St,  James’s  Poor-house, 

On  tlie  3d  of  April  I797>  I was  notified  by  Luke 
Id E SON,  Efq.  Clerk  of  the  Veflry  of  the  Parilh  of 
St.  James’s,  Ice.  &c.  of  the  defire  of  the  officers  of 
that  parhh,  to  afeertain  the  efficacy  of  the  Metallic 
Tradlors  by  experiment,  and  if  approved  of,  to  pro- 
vide their  Poor  Houfe  with  a fet  of  them.  This  re- 
queft  was  of  courfe  cheerfully  attended  to  j and  I 
accordingly  met  fome  of  the  officers  of  the  pariffi, 
viz.  Mr.  Dawes,  Mr.  Freeman,  Mr.  Cater, 
Mr.  Holme,  and  fome  others,  at  the  Poor  Houfe, 
to  give  the  Traders  a trial.  On  examining  the  fiik 

wards, 

^ Sir  Rich ard,  who  owns  a fet  of  the  Trac- 
tors, has  informed  the  Editor  of  his  having  removed, 
among  other  complaints,  an  obRinate  inflammatory 
tumor  on  one  of  his  domeflics.  The  candour  with 
which  this  worthy  and  refpedable  charadter  has 
treated tlie  Metallic  Pradice,  claims  from  the  writer 
the  fincereft  acknowledgment. 
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warclsj  and  thofe  appropriated  to  infirm  pauper5r 
two  rhenmatic  cafes  were  feleddcd  as  fubjedts  for 
experiment. 

The  firfl  of  tliefe  was  Charlotte  Haynes,  30 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  affiicfed  for  many  years 
W’ith  the 

Rhemintijm, 

and  which  was  often  fo  violent  in  her  limbs  as  to 
render  her  unable  to  move  them  without  much  pain  ; 
at  this  time  the  fhoulder  was  fo  much  affeefed,  that 
fhe  could  not  move  her  arm  behind  her,  or  1 aife  it 
to  her  head. 

The  Traders  were  drawn  from  her  fhoulder  to 
the  extremities  of  her  fingers  for  about  12  minutes, 
when  0ie  was  fo  much  relieved  as  to  be  able  to  raife 
her  arm  over  her  head,  and  to  move  it  behind,  her. 
without  pain.  She  perceived  a great  degree  of  heat 
during  the  application,  and  which  file  rcprefenled 
aS"  a ^ rni/;g  f snfatian * 

The  next  cafe  was  th,at  of  Mary  Manning,  48 
years  of  age,  who  was  alfo  feverely  afflided  with  the 

Acute  Rheumattjm  ^ 

her  fhoulder  had  likewife  been  in  violent  pain  for 
feverai  days ; the  hand,  and  particularly  the  joints  ^ 
of  her  fingers,  were  highly  inflamed  and  fwelled, 
but  the  greateh:  pain  was  in  the  fhoulder  ; fhe  ti  ied 
in  our  prefence  to  raife  up  her  arm,  and  to  move  it 
behind  her  back,  neither  of  w^hich  could  hie  accom- 
piifh.  The  Tradors  were  then  drawm  over  her 
fhoulder  and  downwards,  for  about  12  minutes, 
when  hie  was  fo  much  benefited  as  to  be  able  to  raife 
lier  arm  over  her  head,  and  even  moved  it  far  enough 
behind  to  lace  her  hays.  The  other  fhoulder  was 
alfo  in  fome  pain,  to  which  we  alfo  applied  the 
Traders,  and  gave  relief  as  in  the  lah;  inftance. 
After  thefe  trials;  the  Author  was  invited  to  meet 

fome 
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fome  of  tl'.e  fame  gentlemen  again  to  fee  thefe  pa- 
tients, and  make  further  experiments  in  five  da}'S 
afterwards. 

On  vifiting  the  Poor  Houfe  at  the  time  appointed^ 
the  two  patients  on  whom  the  Traftors  had  been 
ufed  were  firidlly  examined,  in  prefence  of  Mr,. 
Freeman  and  fome  of  the  other  gentlemen,  who 
witneffed  the  former  experiments.  Charlotte 
Haynes  had  experienced  fome  return  of  the  pain^ 
but  was  {till  able  to  raife  her  arm,  and  move  it  as 
when  we  left  her  lalt.  The  Traclors  were  now 
drawn  over  th/is  ama  again,  and  the  fame  fenfation 
of  heat  enfued,  after  which  flie  was  rendered  eafy. 

The  other  perfon,  Mary  Manning,  had  had  no- 
return of  pain  in  the  fiioulder,  and  was  flill  able  to 
move  her  arm  without  inconvenience.  The  hands,, 
and  joints  of  her  fingers,  to  which  the  Tradfors  liad 
never  been  applied,  continued  as  before,  tumefied,, 
inflamed  and  painful.  The  Tradors  were  drawn 
over  them  about  fifteen  minutes  by  the  woman  her- 
felf,  when  the  pain  was  relieved  in  thofe  parts.  The 
fUffnefs  and  fwelling  were  alfo  fenfibly  diminifhed. 
This  patient  recovered,  and  was  foon  difeharged  from 
the  Iioufe. 

The  Cafe  of  Elizabeth  Lewis,,  22  years  of 
age,  was  now  prefented  to  us.  This  woman  had  a 
very 

Fainful  in  flammatory  Tumor 

over  the  whole  exterior  ancle  of  the  right  foot,  which 
had  made  its  appearance  in  that  place  a fliort  time, 
after  flie  had  lain  in.  Several  external  applications 
had  been  made  to  this  without  fuccefs,  and  from  its 
obftinacy  it  was  apprehended  that  it  probably  might 
be  a fyphilitic  affef^ion.  There  was  an  appearance  of 
an  exfoliation  taking  place.  However,  as  the  pain 
was  excruciating,  and  the  patient  nearly  exhauJfled 
in  confequence,  I was  willing  to  try  the  effed  of  the- 

Tradors;. 
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Tra<3:ors,  an<]  accordingly  cUre6l:ed  them  to  be  drawn 
over  the  parts,  by  one  of  the  nurfes,  about  half  an 
hour.  Tlie  relief  Ihe  experienced  from  their  ufe  was 
very  great.  The  thi  obbing  pain  of  wh’ch  fhe  at  firft 
complained  was  totally  removed,  the  fwelling  was 
fenfibly  diminifhed,  and  the  inflammation  abated. 
The  patient  put  her  foot  on  the  floor  with  very  little 
inconvenience,  which  fhe  was  before  unable  to  ac- 
complifli  without  great  torture. 

It  will  not  be  a matter  of  furprife,  that  thefe  ex- 
periments were  confidered  fufficiently  fatisfadfory, 
toTndnee  the  gentlemen  officers  to  provide  the  Poor 
with  a fet  of  the  Tra<Tors. 

Among  others  who  have  fince  been  cured  by 
them,  and  whofe  cafes  I am  authorized  to  publifh, 
is  Mrs.  Elliot,  the  laundrefs.  This  perfon,  after 
fevere  exercife  and  fatigue,  w’as  attacked  with  a 
Vioient  Fain  in  the  Foot : 

The  parts  fwelled  to  a confiderable  extent,  and  be- 
came highly  inflamed.  She  applied  the  TratSlors 
herfelf,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  the  pain  wholly 
fubfided,  and  the  fwelling  and  inflammation  were  in 
a .very  fhort  time  hai^diy  perceptible.  She  has  ex- 
perienced no  return  of  the  complaint. 

Another  cafe  has  occurred  on  the  fame  perfon,  in 
which  the  Angular  efficacy  of  the  Traylors  has  been 
rendered  extremely  evident.  Mrs.  Elliot  has, 
for  many  years,  been  fubje(51:  to  fudden  and  fevere 
attacks  of  a 

Pain  in  the  Stomach, 

which  is  fuppofedto  be  of  the  nature  of  thofe  flying 
pains,  which  are  common  in  gouty  conflitutions. 
Her  life  has  often  been  threatened  from  the  feverity 
of  thefe  attacks.  Being  a few  days  fince  feizsd  with 
one  of  them,  fhe  immediately  had  recourfe  to  the 
Tractors,  and  aftei'  drawing  them  over  the  ftomach 
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for  about  ten  minutes,  the  pains  were  wholly  re- 
moved, and  have  not  returned  fmce. 

A Cafe  of  Iane  Bond,  fervant  to  the  matron,  is 
alfp  worthy  of  notice.  This  perfon  had  a very 
Injiamcd  and  painful  Tumor 

a little  above  the  knee.  She  found  great  relief  c f 
the  pain,  infiammaticni,  and  tumefa(ftion,  from  about 
ten  minutes  ufe  of  the  Trr.dtors,  and  w'as  enabkd  to 
move  the  joint  with  a degree  of  eafe,  which  was  be- 
fore impracticable. 

The  T raCtocs  in  tins  houfe  are  direCled  to  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  matron  (a  perfon  of  excellent  fenf-3, 
and  w''eil  inftruded  on  medical  I'ubjeCt^},  who  holds 
them  in  readinefs  to  be  ufed  whenever  occafion  offers. 

The  above  ftatement  was  fiiewn  to  the  gentlemen 
overfeers,  wlu)  g.ave  pcrmitfion  to  hare  it  publiflied, 
and  authorized  a reference  to  the  Poor  Houfe  for  a 
goiifirmaCion  of  the  faCls. 


I Biali  next  introduce  an  account  of  a few  Partial 
ExiJcriments  made  in  fome  other  public  inflitutions. 
Thefe,  the  reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  are  not  ad- 
duced as  important  cafes  in  favor  of  the  Metallic 
Practice,  but  they  are  rather  noticed  to  correCt  an 
erroneous  opinion,  which  has  been  propagated,  in 
fome  inftances  perhaps,  not  wdth  the  mofl  bene- 
volent intentions  — To  be  more  plain,  they  have 
been  moft  malicioufly  and  grofsly  mifreprefented, 
and  tortured  into  every  fhaps  to  depreciate  the  Me- 
tallic Practice.  Inflead  of  thefe  cafes  being,  on  a 
fair  fiat emmtj  difcreditable  to  the  TraCtors,  it  is  con-^ 
ceived  tliey  w’iU  b.i  regarded  the  reverfe : confider- 
ing  the  partial  manner  in  which  tlie  applications  were 
made,  it  is  rather  furprifing  fo  much  benefit  was- 
given. 
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PARTIAL  EXPERIMENTS  INST.  GEORGE^ 
HOSPITAL* 

By  the  poUtencfs  of  Dr.  P e a rson,  m hofe  llbernlity 
is  equalled  only  by  his  rejnjtation  as  a pliilofopher 
and  a phyficiae,  tiic  Aiuh  r ^vas  invited  to  ul'e  the 
Traclors  on  any  of  Ids  patients  at  St.  George’s  Hof- 
pital,  if  proper  fubje^ts  could  be  £pund  among  thenj. 
On  enquiry,  one 

Rheumatic  Cajt 

prefented.  Tbis  was  a labouring man»,  about  45  y«ar3 
of  age,  an  out-patient  of  the  hofpitah  , had  for 
feveral  weeks  been  troubled  witli  pr.ins  between  his 
llioulders,  for  which  bliflers,  embrocations,  and  other 
external  applications  had  been  ufed.  Thefe  various 
remedies  had  given  no  other  relief  than  changing  the 
feat  of  the  complaint,  which  was  now  confined  to  the- 
llioulders  alone.  As  the  parts  vvere  yet  in  a greafy 
ftate,  from  the  oily  applications  which  had  been  ufed, 
no  confiderable  advantage  was  to  be  expe<5led  from 
the  Tractors.  However,  they  were  drawn  over  one 
of  the  fhoulders  and  down  the  arm  for  about  ten 
minutes,  when  the  pain  in  that  fnculder  was  egn- 
<3u£ted  into  the  elbow. 

The  application  was  then  made  for  the  fame 
term  of  time  to  , the  other  arm,  and  tlie  fame  effedt 
was  produced  5 the  pain  in  both  arms  being  removed 
to  the  elbows,  leaving  the  llioulder  tolerably  eafy. 

Conceiving  that  nothing  effe^iunl  could  be  done  in 
the  prefent  unctuous  flate  of  the  parrs,  the  patient 
was  ordered  to  apply  again  to  the  hofpital,  if  he  ex- 
perienced any  further  pain;  but  as  he  never  prefent- 
ed  himfelf  afterwards,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  he 
had  no  farther  occafion  tor  the  Tradlors. 

On  the  20th  of  June  179^,  I again  avaded  my- 
fe’f  of”  the  kind  indulgence  of  Dr.  Pearson,  and 
vifited  the  hoipiial  a fecond  time.  Among  oihe.r 

patients 
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p>'H;cnt3  uho  prefcnted  themfdves  on  t!;at  t!:iy,  was  a 
woman,  who  complained  of  a violent  p.»in  in  tlis 
breail,  and  one  oliher  cfrms,  extending  to  her  hngt  rs* 
7'his  bLdng  an  in-patienr,  the  cafe  was  nece'faiily  re- 
ported by  Dr.  Pearson  in  his  Ciinical  keciurei  *,  one. 
of  which  is  delivered  every  Saturday  morning  to 
the  dafs  vvhich'attends  his  other  medical  lectures. 

The  following  is  an  abftra(ft  from  my  notes  of  Dr. 
Pears  on’s  repoi't  of  ilie  cafe  referred  to,  from  the 
Clinical  Ledhire,  delivered  June  th.e  23d,  three  days 
after  the  application  of  Uie  Tradlors. 

“ Tam  UR  Met  CROFT,  aged  ^8,  had  pains  in  her 
right  arm,  fhoulder,  and  bieafl,  fo  fevere  in  the  lat- 
ter place  as  to  affed  her  breathing  very  much.  Her 
pulfe  was  one  hundred  and  fifteen  in  a minute.  The 
Metallic  Tradfors  w’’ere  applied  to  her  arm,  and  the 
patient  declared  (he  was  fomewhat  relieved  ; but  on 
further  examination  of  her  complaint  in  the  evening, 
when  the  fame  application  w^as  to  have  been  repeat- 
ed, it  was  found  that  tiie  dife'afe  was  more  general 
and  deeply  feated  than  was  at  fnit  fujipofed  : and  as 
tlie  I'radfors  aie  chiefly  employed  in  topical  com- 
plaints, the  cal'e  was  thought  not  a fair  one  for  the- 
Metallic  application,  and  it  confequently  w’as  aot  re- 
peated.” 

The  reader  will  form  fome  further  idea  of  the 
n.'iture  of  this  cafe,  by  the  fubfequent  report  deliver- 
ed in  the  Dodfor’s  Clinical  Ledure,  Augufl  loth,  a-, 
bout  feven  weeks  from  the  time  flae  began  with  other 
remedies. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Tamur  Met  croft 
was  not  thoLiglit  a proper  fubjedf  for  the  Metallic 
Pradlice,  and  we  accordingly  adopted  a different 

mode. 


■*  111  chefe  clinical  hi-i-ures  an  account  is  given  of 
tlie  difeafts  of  all  his  in-patients  of  the  hofiiital,  of. 
fhc  remirdies  employed,  and  the  prog^refs  of  thisir' 
complaints. 
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mode  of  treatment.  This  cafe  was  very  obltinat^ 
I Of  dered  fix  leeches  to  he  applied,  and  gave  three 
grains  of  opium  and  calomel  divided  into  three  dofes 
every  day.  On  the  9th  of  July>  her  arm  appeared 
a little  better,  but  the  pain  in  her  brenft  was  as  bad 
as  ever.  I ordered  twelve  leeches  and  three  blHleis, 
which  were  fuccel?iveiy  applied  to  the  cheft  and  neck, 
0n  the  1 6th,  the  brealb  was  better,  but  her  arm  was 
become  veiy  painful  again.  On  the  20th,  the  pain 
returned  to  her  breaft  again,  but  not  quite  fo  violent 
as  when  (lie  firft  came  into  the  luifpital.  Theto 
fce'med  to  be  fome  aftedlion  in  the  bread  of  this 
patient,  which  was  not  eafily  to  be  removed.  3d 
Auguft,  die  was  ftee  from  all  her  pains,  but  her 
apm  was  extremiy  ueak,  fo  much  fo  that  (be  could 
with  great  ditbcuity  raife  it  up.’'  - 

' On  the  i8th  of  July,  a day  for  admitting  patients, 
the  Author  again  accompanied  Dr.  Pearson  t«)  St. 
George’s  Hofpital,  Among  the  patients  then  pre- 
fented  was  Sarah  Cox,  aged  2,7. 

On  the  following  Saturday,  w^e  had  t lie 

Doctor's  Clinical  Lecture,  which-  reported  this  cafe 
as  follows : 

This  woman,  on  examination,  Aated,  that  for. 
the  three  bfl  montlis  fne  had  been  troubled  with 
fbeumaiic  puins  all  over  her,  and  which  at  this  time 
chiefly  affeifted  her  arms,  hands,  kees,  and  feet ; 
likewife  between  her  iLoukk-rs^  tlie  tongue  was 
white,  pulfe  one  l-undred  and  thirty,  and  fKin  cold. 

<<  This  w'as  thought  to  be  a cafe  in  which  tlie 
Tra6lors  might  be  beneficial,  and  thfy  were  .accord- 
ingly applied  to  her  legs  and  anus.  In  'fifteen  mi- 
nutes fhe  fwUd  (he  w as  relieved,  and  her  fldn  was 
much  warmer.  The  fame  applic  tion  wasrepea:ted  in 
the  evening,  and  fhe  again  foundbenefit.  In  the  morn- 
ing the  Tra6lors  were  a a ufed,  and  flie  reported 
that  her  arms  were  free  from  pain.  It  was  however 
^ . then 
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then  obferved,  that  (he  couvhtd  confiderably’ ; and  on 
more  particular  enquiry  flie  acknowledged,  that  for 
three  months  (he  had  been  feverely  afflicted  with 
a cough,  and  during  that  time  h d not  been  able  to 
lie  on  her  left  fide  ! On  this  difcovery  the  Tracftors 
were  laid  aride,.and  I advifed  remedies  for  her  pul- 
monic complaint,  as  bleeding,  &c.” 

A fubfequent  report  on  the  ifflie  of  this  cafe,  will 
fliow  what  grounds  there  were  for  expecting  a cure 
From  the  Tra<5tors. 

Clinical Ledlure,  July  zSth,  1 798. 

The  Cafe  of  Sarah  Cox,  which  was  reported  ta 
our  laft  clinical  lecture,  deferves  particular  attention. 
It  will  be  recollefted,  that  from  her  flatement  of  the 
fymptoms,  it  was  fuppofed  fhe  had  no  other  com- 
plaint than  the  rkumatfmj  but  that  on  further  en- 
quiry we  found  fhe  had  concealed  from  us  the 
fymptoms  which  related  to  an  affeftion  in  her  breaft. 
1 fjrft  ordered  her  to  be  bled,  and  then  to  take  fome 
expedlorating  pills  compofed  of  gum  ammoniac, 
James’s  powder,  opium,  and  fquilb.  In  three  or 
tour  days  after,  Ihe  again  complained  of  the  pain  in 
her  limbs.  I then  ordered  her  an  anodyne ; bled  her 
t'icond  time,  but  the  blood  w’as  not  buffy  ; pulfe 
one-hundred-and  twenty,  and  fniill.  In  ten  days  fhe 
was  confined  to  her  bed  ; her  breathing  became  very 
fliort,  and  (he  was  extremely  weak;  on  the  follow- 
ing day  fhe  died  without  a ftrug'^le. 

W'e  often  have  great  dilficulty  in  judging  right 
of  the  difeafjs  of  many  patients,  who  prefent  them- 
felves  to  an  hofpital.  They  come  under  the  i?i- 
fluence  of  great  prejudices.  This  peiTon,  when  fhe 
was  firfl  examined  refpeflmg  her  complaints,  did  not 
acquaint  us  \vith  lier  pain  in  her  breafl,  in  confe- 
quence  of  having  been  told  that  no  confumptlve  patients 
could  gain  admitunce  into  the  hofpital. 


« This 
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This  cafe  deferved  further  inveftigation,  and 
Accordingly  after  death  examined  the  lungs.  In  tiid 
right  lobe  we  found  a few  tubercles,  but  no  inflam^ 
mation.  On  the  left  fide,  the  parts  wet'e  very  nmdi 
difeafedj  nearly  a quart  of  water  in  the  cavity  of 
the  brea'fl,  and  about  two  ounces  in' the  pencardintn. 
The  left  lob,  was  highly  infiatned,  and  fu‘l  of  tuber* 
cles,  which  probably  had  been  forming  for  fix  months 
pair.  In  this  fide  alfo  were  two  large  v^^micce:  a 
piece  of  this  lobe  funk  readily  in  water. 

“ After  feeing  the  fituation  of  this  patient’s  iungSj 
it  will  «of  be  a matter  of  furprize  that  fhe  was  not 
cor  ed  by  the  Tractors,  nor  by  the  treatrruent  wdiich 
was  afterwards  adopted.  Before  flie  applied  to  tli^ 
hofpital,  fhe  wasLmdoubtediy  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  afliftance.’* 


In  addition  to  the  above  extracts  from  br.  Pear- 
son’s Ledlures,  it  may  be  proper  bai'ely.to  obferve> 
that  the  fecond  patient,  Tamur  Met  croft,  dur* 
ing  the  application  of  the  Tradtors,  was  entrufted  to 
the  care  of  the  late^r.  Hawkins,  the  apothecary  to 
thehoufe.  He  was  requefted  to  repeat  the  application 
in  the  evening,  and  again  about  eight  o’clock  the  next 
tnorning.  The  patient  was  of  courfe  to  take  no 
medicine  in  the  mean  time.  On  vifjting  her  at  one 
lo’clock  the  next  day,  I learned  that  the  Traylors  had 
not  been  ufed  in  the  preceeding  evening  nor  that 
morning,  for  the  reafons  which  Di\  Pearson  had 
fuggefted.  Mr.  Hawkins,  having  in  the  evening 
perceived  the  complaint  to  be  different  from  what 
the  patient  had  reprefented  at  firft,  immediately  had 
recourfe  to  other  remedies.  As  fhe  was  now  under 
their  operation,  it  w^as  improper  to  ufe  the  Traylors 
with  a view  of  afceitaining  their  effe<fls.  A^lthough 
Mr,  Hawkins’s  determination  in  that  cafe  met  with 
my  ftillefl  concurrence,  yet  had  this  been  a patient 
m private  pra^ice,  where  fome  domeftic  in  a fa- 
§ mily 
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'hiily  had  leifure  to  heftow  that  attention  to  the  ap- 
plicatirn  which  is  neceifarv  to  enfure  fuccefs.  I iliould 
not  haverhefitated  to  prcmife  a cure  ; but  in  the  hof- 
pifal,  where  a luindred  others  have  an  equal  claim 
to  the  attendance  of  the  apothecary,  he  could  no 
have  been  able  to  employ  the  Metallic  Pradice  w'itli 
any  propped  of  real  advantage. 

That  decifive  method , winch  Dr.  Pearson  adopt- 
ed to  afcertain  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  in  the  cafe  of 
Sarah  Cox  ; and  which  that  learned  Ledurcr,  as  oil 
all  other,  occafions,  w^as  attentive  to  report,  for  the 
inftrudion  of  his  numerous  pupils,  has  fully  evinced 
that  her  htuation  w^as  paft  recovery. 

Thefe  compofe  all  the  expertments  the  Author 
made  in  St.  George’s  Hofpital.  They  are  partly  irre- 
levant to  the  ohjed  of  our  jmefent  enquiry,  as  they  do 
not  atford  any  decifive  evidence  in  favour  of,  or  a- 
gainft  the  Metallic  Pradice.  They  have,  ho\vever> 
confirmed  what  has  been  Cbferveil  in  the  Preliminary 
Obfervations,  the  unficnefs  of  hoj^ntal  experiments  for 
afeertaining  tine  merits  of  the  Traders. 

Conceiving  that  further  experiments  in  the  hofpital 
would  be  liable  to  circumftances  fimilar  to  thofe  jufl 
adduced,  1 difeontinued  my  pradice  in  that  houfe. 
This  flatcment  was  fhown  to  Dr.  Pearson  and  Lhd 
fads  approved  of,  before  it  was  publifhed. 


A Visit  toClerkenwell  Poor-Housej 

' The  Author  was  invited  to  meet  fome  of  the  officers 
of  the  parifh  of  Clerkenwell,  to  ufe  the  Tradoi  s oh, 
the  infirm  paupers  in  their  poor-houfe. 

The  fil'd  patient  that  prefented  was  a young  wo- 
man, about  24  years  of  age.  This  poor  objed  had 
been  for  about  three  years,  extremely  afflided  with 
fome  conftitutional  complaint  affeding  lier  whole 
fyftem,  during  which  time  fhe  had  been  in  fome  of 
the  London  hofpit^ls,  and  under  c he  care  of  feveral 
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of  the  moft  eminent  phyfician?,  without  receiving 
the  leaft  benefit. 

It  being  the  with  of  fome  of  the  gentlemen  pre- 
fent,  that  the  Traitors  might  be  drawn  over  Wiis 
perfon,  I complied,  though  with  a previous  decla- 
ration that  fhe  muft  not  expeit  much  benefit)  as  her 
di'eafe  Teemed  to  be  a nervous  complaint,  equally 
afFeiHng  her  whole  body.  They  were  accordingly 
lifed  a few  minutes  on  one  of  her  arms,  and  no  other 
effeit  was  produced  than  a motion  of  tlie  pain  after 
their  points. 

On  examining  the  apartments  of  the  men,  wc 
found  a perfon,  aged  about  6o,  who  liad  for  a num- 
l:)er  of  years  been  troubled  with  a 
Rheumatic  Fain 

in  his  (houlders.  For  the  nine  months  preceding  he 
!iad  not  been  able  to  raife  up  his  right  arm  fuffici- 
ently  to  put  on  his  waiflcoat  without  help.  To  this 
patient  1 proraifed  benefit.  A fter  drawing  the  T rac- 
tors  over  his  (houlders,  and  down  to  the  end  (.f  his 
fingers,  for  about  ten  minutes,  he  was  fo  ranch  re- 
lieved as  to  be  able  to  raife  his  arm  over  his  head^ 
and  put  on  his  waiftcoat  without  any  affiftance,  and 
tliis  he  effe<^ed  with  great  eafe.  When  we  left  the 
houfe,  about  an  hour  and  an  half  afterwards,  hh 
arm  remained  very  fuppfe,  fo  that  lie  could  eafily 
move  it  in  any  di'reftion. 

The  next  Cafe  was  that  of  a man,  aged  about  65^ 
’■who  had  been  troubled  for  many  years  with  a 
Fain  in  the 

which  had  proceeded  to  thai  tlegrefe,  that  one  leg 
Was  fliorter  than  the  other,  and  he  could  walk  only 
by  tl'ie  afiiftance  of  crutches.  The  Tracers  were 
applied  to  him  about  ten  minutes,  hen  he  put  his 
foot  down  fiat  upon  the  floor,  ai/d  flamped  with 
confiderable  force,  without  giving  him  any  pain. 
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This,  he  fai^i,  he  had  not  been  able  to  do  for  many 
years  before.  We  left  him  free  from  pain,  and 
Walking  ..bout  the  room  without  any  fupport, 

Jn  the  v/omen's  apar’ment  we  met  with  a 
Painful  Cbr-onic  ^^erlion  in  the  Headf 
Upwards  of  twelve  years  duration,  in  a fubiv*.^  about 
6o  years  of  age.  When  we  began  ufing  the  Trac-- 
tors  the  pain  was  violent,  but  after  about  twelve  mi- 
nutes application  fiie  was  rendered  perfedfly  eafy. 

As  the  Traftors  were  never  ufed  a fecond  time  on 
any  of  thefe  patients,  there  mull  neceirarily  have 
been  a gradual  recuia  ence  of  their  complaints.  The 
three  lafl  mentioned  perfons,  by  a application 
of  this  remedy,  might  in  all  prob..bility  have  been 
greatly  relieved,  if  not  cured.  Chronic  afFedlions  of 
tins  defeription  require  a long  ]ierfeverance  in  the 
praflire,  and  when  this  is  faithfully  attended  to,  but 
few  cafes  will  occur,  where  a cure  may  not  be  even- 
tually effected  by  the  influence  of  the  Ti  aclors. 

The  Author  having  requefted  ^^e^l'lS  Bletchlt, 
Bound,  and  Cow  land,  Churchwardens  of  the 
narifli  of  Clerkenwell,  and  the  l\ev.  Willtata 
ViDLEK,  all  of  whom  were  prefent  during  thefe 
applications,  to  oblige  him  with  tlieir  fentiments  on 
the  foregoing  flatement,  has  been  favoured  with  the 
Xollowing: 

‘‘  Clerkenwell,  May  17th,  1799. 

We  have  examined  Mr.  Perkins’s  flatement  of 
his  experiments  wich  the  Metallic  Tradlors  in  Clcrk- 
cnwell  Poor-houfe,  which  were  made  in  our  pre- 
fence,  by  reqiieft  of  fome  of  the  officers  of  iliis 
parilh,  and  And  it  to  be  perfedly  corredl. 


William  Vid  ler, 
Michael  Bletchly, 
WiLLiaM  Bcunf, 
William  Cowland, 


I 


Church- 

wardcris.** 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Vidler,  who  has  himfelf,  recently 
performed  Tome  cures  with  the  Tradto’  s,  after 
acknowledging  the  corredlnefs  of  the  above 
ftatemcnt,  adds  in  his  note,  I wilh  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  Tradlors  was  more  known.  They 
would  then  be  in  general  ufe/" 

Mr.  CowLAND  alfo  informs  of  his  having  cured 
himfelf  of  a very  Jvicre  bum^  and  a fervant  in 
his  family  of  acute  rhe.umaujm  in  the  leg,  which 
was  highly  inflamed  and  fwelled. 


A Visit  to  the  Regimental  Hospital  of 
HIS  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York, 
On  the  20th  of  January  the  Author  made  fome  ex- 
periments in  the  Regimental  Hofpital  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  commonly  called  the 
Coldflream  Hofpital.  Mr.  Knight,  Surgeon  to 
the  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence,  who  prefides 
Over  that  eftabliflxment,  and  to  whofe  politenefs 
I was  indebted  for  an  invitation  to  ufe  the  Trac- 
tors in  that  place,  feledled  fome  fubjeefs  for  experi- 
ment. The  firfl:  war  a German,  who  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  feveral  days  with  an 
Acute  Rheumatifm. 


When  we  faw  him  the  pain  was  chiefly  in  his  fhoul- 
der,  and  was  fo  confiderable  as  to  prevent  him  from 
railing  his  right  arm  to  his  head.  After  drawing  the 
Tra<5lors  over  this  fhoulder,  and  down  to  the  ends  of 
his  fingers,  for  about  twelve  minutes,  he  raifed  his 
arm  over  his  head  without  giving  him  but  very  little 
pain.  Before  we  left  the  houfe  he  was  fo  much  be- 
nefited, that  he  put  on  his  coat  without  any  aflift- 
ance,  which  he  had  been  unable  to  effe^f  fince  the 
commencement  of  his  illnefs. 

The  next  cafe  was  thatof  aperfonfeverelyaffefled 
with  the 


Acute  Kheumaufm 
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in  both  fhoulders  and  arms,  tlie  leaft  motion  occafi- 
oned  very  great  pain.  This  patient  was  diflinguiflieci 
as  a fleady  and  intelligent  man,  and  better  educated 
than  tlie  generality  of  foldiers.  His  account  of  the 
effects  which  he  ftiould  perceive  on  the  application 
of  theTradlors,  Mr.  Knight  obferved,  would  be  more 
fatisfa(5fory  to  him  than  the  declaration  of  perfoni 
with  whom  he  had  not ‘been  pi  evioufly  acquainted. 
The  Tractors  were  drawn  over  the  fhoulder  of  this 
man,  and  conduced  to  the  ends  of  his  fingers,  for 
about  ten  minutes,  when  he  remarked  that  the  pain 
was  lelTened,  and  on  attempting  to  move  it,  he  found 
he  could  raifeit  over  his  head,  which  he  was  unable 
to  do  before.  The  operation  was  then  performed 
for  the  fame  term  of  time  on  the  other  arm,  and  the 
fame  favourable  change  enfued.  He  was  now  able 
to  raife  both  arms  over  his  head,  and  move  them 
with  greater  eafe  in  every  diredlion. 

The  Author’s  avocations  not  permitting  him  to  vi- 
fit  this  Hofpital  to  repeat  the  ufe  of  the  Tradlors 
on  thefe  twm  perfons,  which,  to  have  completed  a 
cure,  (hould  have  been  done  three  times  in  the  day, 
and  continued  for  three  or  four  days,  there  was 
necelfarily,  on  the  next  day,  a recurrence  of  the 
fymptoms.  The  efficacy  of  tlie  Tra6lors,  even  in 
thefe  partial  experiments,  w'as  fufficiently  evinced  to 
induce  the  Rev.  Robert  Lowth,  fon  to  the  late 
Bilhop  Lowth,  who  attended  during  the  applica- 
tions, to  get  a fet  of  the  Tradlors,  for  the  benevolent 
purpofe  of  extending  their  ufefnlners  to  the  afiii(5led 
poor  m his  neighbourhood. 

Ever  fcrupulous  that  my  experiments  might  be  given 
with  theutmoll  corre6tnefs,  the  above  was  Ihewn  to 
Mr.  Knight,  who  authorized  me  to  fay,  that  he  had 
examined  t’oe  ftatement,  and  found  it  perfectly  cor- 
rect. 
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The  reader  is  now  competent  to  judge  how  fef 
tii3  experimeius  in  the  three  laft  mentioned  infkitu- 
tiinons,  upon  a fuir  ft.iremenr,  may  tetid  to  p-rove 
tire  inefhcacy  ot  the  Metallic  Practice.  Some  of. 
th3  c;Tes,  it  will  no  doubt  be  ohferved,  bear  fo  little 
rekrence  to  the  point  in  queilion,  that  any  notice 
hf  them  was  imneceTary.  As  fiuh  I Oiould  have 
regu'ded  tliem,  and  in  cotirequeiiee  pa(fed  them 
Over  in  filence,  had  I not  been  taught  to  know  that 
the  claaiours  of  ;>:/  re/?,  ijfu'ir  ince^  and  prejudice,  were 
not  unemployed  to  difcredit  tliem.  It  lias  been  my 
care  that  they  he  fb ated  in  as  Impartiad  a manner  asr 
polfible  If  on  enquiry  they  prove- utherwMfe,  there 
are  thofe  who  will  gladly  grafp  at  the  opportunity  of 
ig  them  a diff:rdy;t  co:ppiexion.  Experiment^ 
in  hofpirnls,  for  tlie  reafons  fugp:eil3d  in  the  Preli- 
rhinary  Ohfervatioiis,  are  more  i n dec i five  than  wdiere 
the  chara(5ier  and  difeafe  of  the  patient  are  bet- 
ter known.  In  private  pra(5lice,  where  the  appji- 
caticM'is  are  made  under  proper  advantages  for/..i> 
iriuhy  the  refuU'S  have  been  almofb  iiiiiverfally  fuc- 
cfelsful.  But  to  give  }M)blicity  to  thefe,  and  thereby 
ex[U)fe  the  names  of  patients,  for  veiy  obvimas  rea- 
fon?,  would  h.ave  been  highly  improper.  The  nii- 
tneroir-:  families  (T  the  Noliility  and  (Uhe-rs,  wluim 
I liave  haul  tliO  honour  of  attending,  and  by  wltom 
the  Tra<ftors  are  rravned,  are  c<mipeient  to  fpeak  on 
their  rv.erlts  ; and  as  thofe  charafters  are  in  number 
too  conriderahlr,  and  for  philanthropy  too  diiliu- 
gailbed  to  withho’d  through  converfation,  and  the 
various  other  ch.annels  of  conimimication,  the  benefit 
th.ey  have  derived,  the  neceffity  of  pubiilbir.g  them 
is  in  part  ruperfeJed.  Intleed  the  liatemeats  of  the 
pr.rft'ce  of  o h.  rs,  of  wiiidi  I am  fupplied  with 
many  more  than  W 11  ever  he  iifed,  have  perhaps 
v'/idi  ^reader  proi)riety  b.;eii  feiedted  for  publication. 
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EPITOME 
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Mr.  Lang  >^’or  t ky’s  Practice, 

Amoi>g  the  mimenn.s  experiments  th.it  have  hern 
ma<.le  with  ilie  Traciojs  in  this  cri.ntrv,  none  h.ue  a 
greater  d^im  to noHce  that!  tlu)feV>y  Mr.C.  t.  Lan  c- 
•WORTHY,  fiir;;e<;n,  of  Lath-  On  complccintr  his 
regular  medical  education  in  London,  he  niad-e  a 
tour  to  America,  v^hcri;  lie  heard  and  law  niiidi 
of  the  Metallic  Pradlice-  On  his  retnin  to  this 
country;  lie  j^rovldod  himfeU  with  a fet  of  the 
Traylors,  embraced  every  opnortuniry  of  trying 
their  mci  irs  by  the  left  of  experiment,  and  kep"  an 
cxa<fl  reg'ifter  of  all  the  cafes.  Thiv  he  prefented  to 
the  public  ill  a large  otfavo  pamphlet,  in  tl^e  fpring 
of  17C9.  The  work  is  entitled,  ^ Fuzu  of  .Fez - 
kinean  Eh^h  icity^  ot  on  Enquit  v "iri’-o  the  lyutsrce  rf 
AfetoHic  Tra^ors : •lu'tth  a V'lri  l'^  of  h xf'iriments  in. 
Lonchn^  Bath,  and  Brifiof  •which  L v<  f^Bly  afeertnived 
the  Efjicrny  of  the  Metallic  PrafikeB  Ftiot  r.f.  6J, 
Sold  by  ffohnfon^  St.  Paul's  Church-yard ^ London  ; anJ 
€>  u U’lvslf  Bath . ’ ’ 

Mr.  LaNowor  TiTv’s  convi'flion  of  the  impoit- 
anceof  ihe  Pifeov^ry,  determined  liim  t denT-te  l,is 
qft^tion  folely  to  the  Metallic  Pi  adice  j and  his  I'nc- 
cefs  in  it  has  been  comaien'ur.ite  onlv  wirh  the  - ery 
accurate  and  extenfive  kni  wledge  lie  h..s  a(  (|uii  ed  of 
the  kind  of  difeafes  applic  ih!e  to  ti^e  remeih,  of  the 
mode  of  oj'.ernii*  11,  and,  iiuh'od,  of  the  p/Muc-al  me- 
iks  of  ! tie  I'nbjedt.  'i’dif*  llTnic  of  [hisTraifi:  w I rot 
a^hriit  of  a copious  waradrTrom  ih<  Ca'es  !ie  h..s  pub* 
lilhed  ; but  I mult  give  i''hace  to  a 'c\v  of  iheiTi. 
i . bre  nic  R he  'fot.  itifni. 

Mr.  Hiiio,  of  Sion  Iloufe,  or  ijpper  Hotwell.  h.ad 
been  fiib  e<5t  to  vioh-rt  1 l.h,.;<nat  c paizr^  for  Uj  words  of 
^en  yc..is,  which  atta.;ked  him  at  vaiious  period  of 
L 3 th^ 
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the  year,  and  fometimes  rendered  him  incapable  of 
walking  or  ufing  his  limbs.  About  two  months  be- 
fore Mr.  L.  law  him  he  was  feized  fo  feverely  in  his 
right  arm,  from  his  fhoulder  to  the  wrift,  that  he 
could  not  move  it  without  violent  pain,  and  was 
obliged  to  abfent  himfelf  from  duty  that  day  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Briltol  Volunteers.  Mr.  L.  applied  the 
Tracfors,  arxl  in  a few  minutes  the  pain  defcended 
from  the  fhoulder  to  the  hand  ; in  lefs  than  a quarter 
of  an  hour  he  could  lift  his  arm  to  h's  head,  and  move 
it  in  all  diredlions  with  perfecft  eafe.  A flight  pain 
remained  in  his  wrifl,  which  however  in  a few  hours 
went  gradually  off,  and  he  felt  no  return.  In  his 
former  attacks  the  pain  had  generally  lafled  for  fe- 
veral  w’-eeks ; and  it  was  evident  that  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe  was  flopped  and  removed  by  the 
Tra<5lors. 

jicute  VJjeumahfnit 

Mr.  Wheel  EK,  tlje  book-keeper  of  the  Rummer 
Tavern,  Brifiol,  had  been  afilicled  wiih  a violent 
acute  rheumaitjm  lor  fix  Vv'eek'^,  which  confined  him  to 
his  bed.  He  had  tried  various  applications  without 
elfe<fl.  I vifited  IV! r.  Wheeler,”  fays  Mr.  L. 

in  company  with  Dr.  O’Connell,  and  found  him 
in  very  violent  pain  in  all  his  limbs,  and  incapable 
of  moving  his  right  arm  to  his  head,  or  taking  up 
the  cop  m wliich  bis  wife  ufually  adminiflered  to 
him  his  drink.  I drev/  theTradlors  over  his  right 
fhoulder,  extending  them  along  the  deltoid  raufcle, 
down  his  arm,  in  the  courfe  of  the  nerve,  to  the  end 
of  his  fingers,  which  were  tumefied  but  not  inflamed* 
At  the  expiration  of  fifteen  minutes,  he  declared 
tliat  the  pains  were  entirely  removed,  and  to  his 
great  ailonifiiment,  as  well  as  that  of  his  wife  and 
Di%  O’Co  NNELL,  he  could  move  his  arm  in  every 
vliredlion,  and  taking  up  the  cup,  he  exclaimed, 
“ Look,  look,  I can  lift  it  to  my  mouth  with  perfedb 
eafe  !”  He  had  alfo  violent  pains  in  his  right  thigh. 
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i^n  which  I operated  about  as  long  a time  as  on  his 
arm,  when  he  faid  he  was  entirely  free  from  pain, 
and  expreffed  a defire  to  walk,  which  he  did  with 
great  eale.  The  next  day,  when  I called  on  him 
again,  I found  he  had  flept  well,  which  he  had  not 
done  from  the  period  he  w'as  firft  t;,ken  ill  to  the 
time  I faw  him.  The  pains  had  not  returned  in  his 
right  arm  nor  right  thigh,  but  his  left  thigh  been 
for  two  hours  fo  painful,  that  he  wms  incap:ible  of 
moving  it  in  the  leaft  degree.  I operated  on  it  for 
twenty  minutes,  when  the  pain  was  entirely  removed, 
and  he  w^alked  about  the  room  nearly  a quaiter  of 
an  hour  with  perfedf  eafe.  The  next  day  he  told  me 
he  was  much  better,  but  the' pains  had  not  entirely 
k-fc  him.  1 applied  theTradfors  to  all  his  limbs,  and 
left  him  quite  eafy.  Two  days  after  I called  on  him 
again,  and  found  that  he  w'as  gone  cut,  was  free  from 
pain,  had  a good  appetite,  refled  w^'dl  at  night,  and 
had  no  other  complaint  than  debility.  When  I had 
done  with  him,  he  wafhed  himfelf  in  linimentum 
faponis.  He  has  fince  gained  flrength  and  flefli  very 
rapidly,  and  is  now  quite  well,  and  follows  his  ufual 
occupation  asbook- keeper  at  the  Rummer-Tavern.” 

Mr.  Coward,  book-keeper,  at  the Bulh,  Briflol, 
was  attacked  with  an 

Injiammato^y  Rheumat’Jm 

in  his  foot,  which  had  continued  three  or  four  days, 
and  gave  him  much  pain,  inflammation,  and  fwelling* 
The  flannel  in  which  his  foot  was  wrapped  being 
removetl,  the  Tra<fl(jrs  were  applied  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a ptrfpiration  came  on 
all  over  liis  ^>ody,  and  he  felt  quite  eafy.  The  in~ 
flammation  difaj^peaied,  and  the  fecond  day  he  put 
on  his  flocking  and  fhoe,  and  has  felt  no  return  of 
pain  fince.  It  is  two  months  fince  the  application.” 
E 4 Mr* 
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Mr.  Lano WORTHY  publiHies  the  following  com- 
munication from  Mr.ELFoRD  S 'akke  Langwor- 
THY,  a Surgeon,  of  Brixham,  Devonftiire. 

Auguft  30th,  179S. 

«<  The  Cafes  T have  met  with  have  been  but 

few,  bur  in  tliofc  few  the  applications  have  been  at- 
tended with  confiderable  benefit. — Ahoy,  14  years 
of  age,  about  a year  and.  a half  fince  was  attacked 
with  ?L  fevtr  of  the  typhus  kind,  which  in  a few  weeks 
termiaaied  in  a confirmed 

Sciatica. 

Stimulants  veere  applied  to  the  part  affe^ed ; fea- 
baihing  was  alfo  had  recourfe  to,  and  a variety  of 
medicines  giveti  internally.  But  all  thefe  means 
proving  unfuccefsful,  he  was  admitted  into  the 
Exeter  hofpital,  where  he  remained  for  fome  time, 
but  receded  no  benefit.  Since  he  w^as  difmiffed 
fiom  the  hofpital,  he  has  continued  to  bathe  in  the, 
fea,  by  which  his  general  health  has  been  Xome- 
wh.it  mended,  but  the  lamenefs  continued  nearly  the 
fame.  He  is  by  trade  a thatcher,  and  his  fituation  in 
life  comptlled  him  to  purfue  it  in  the  beft  manner  he 
C()uld.  His  metiKxl  of  getting  his  reed  upon  the 
houfe  or  flack  which  he  had  to  thatch  was,  by  di-% 
Tiding  the  bundles  into  feveral  parts,  which  he  placed 
on  a ladder,  one  at  a time,  juft  high  enough  to  be 
«ble  to  fupport  it  with  his  head,  while  he  held  faft 
h\  the  ladder  with  borh  hards,  in  tu  der  to  bi  ing  up 
bis  leg.  This  was  t)ie  only  w'ay  that  he  could  aft  end. 
1 Ought  to  tell  vQu,  that  the  dife.ifcd  1 mb  is  nearly 
an  inch  and  a half  ftiorter  than  the  correfponding 
one,  and  confiderabiy  fmaller;  and  that  he  was  fub- 
jc'ft  to  violent  pains  on  every  chai^ge  of  weather, 

‘‘  During  the  fiift  four  or  five  days,  he  perceived 
no  materi.ii  beneht  from  the  Tradors,  othervvife 
jlh^n  they  produced  4 great  decree  of  heat  on  the. 

Ikin, 
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fkio,  which  gave  liim  more  feeling  in  tJie  limb  th?a 
he  had  before.  Al  the  end  often  days  or  a fortnipht 
he  was  uinfiderably  berter,  and  is,  at  the  time  of  my 
writing  (which  is  thiee  weeks  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  apphc.'jition)  fo  much  recove  rtd,  th  t he 
now  carries  his  reed  in  whole  bundles  upon  the  lioufe, 
holding  them  with  one  Itan.l,  w’hiie  he  fnpports  liim- 
felf  up  the  ladder  with  the  other.  I3cf(  re  th.ea'^pli- 
cation  of  tlie  Tra<ffors,  he  could  not  r^adi  the  ground 
with  his  hand  without  throwing  the  dnt::ed  liirdr 
behind  him,  but  he  now  ftoop  fo  as  to  take  tip 
any  thing  upon  a level  wit!i  his  feet,  ande^en  buckle 
his  lh(;es.  I liave  operated  upon  him  twice  a- day 
when  h have  had  an  oj>portunny,  but  he  often  gv  es 
into  the  country  too  early  for  me  in  the  nu>i  ning, 
and  is  frequently  too  late  at  night,  fothat  he  has  itoc 
given  the  Tratflors  fo  fair  a trial  as  he  ought.  He 
has  hud  no  return  of  the  pain,  even  in  the  fmallcfl 
degree. 

The  next  Cafe  is  tltat  of  a woman  of  this  place, 
who  had  iaboui  ed  under  a 

for  fevend  day?,  and  ?t  length  the  inflammation  and 
fwelling  were  fo  great  that  flie  could  not  j’wallow  any 
thing  even  m a riuid  {late.  1 apidiod  the  iniliu- 
ments,  and  in  lefs  th.ni  five  minutes  fhe  exclainietf 
With  great  joy  that  (be  was  better,  and  that  Ihe 
could  {wallow  her  fpiltle,  which  (lie  had  not  beciv 
able  to  do  for  feveral  days  before  I continued  ther 
application  about  ten  minutes  iongey  when  a profnfc 
perfpiration  broke  out  all  over  her  face  and  neck, 
attended  with  a confidcrable  efilv)rc1cfciicc  on  iho 
fKin,  in  the  fore  p;.rt  of  her  neck  ; as  foon  .as  1 had 
fifiiflied  the  application,  (he  fat  d(  \v:i  and  made  a 
hearty  breakfaft.  The  next  mornn.g  ihe  pain  re- 
furue'.*  in  a {light  degree,  out  alier  di  inkir  g a lirrle 
warm  was  eafy  : rior  h ad  1 any  occafioia  to  ajiply 
the  Traylors  a fecond  time. 

E5 
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Another  Cafe  occurred  to  me  on  Sunday  lafl:— 
A woman  had  been  afflicled  with  a 

Violent  rheumatic  Pain  in  her  Head  and  Face 

for  fix  weeks.  The  firft  application  procured  her  a 
good  night’s  rcfl  (which  fhe  had  not  experienced 
during  the  whole  of  her  illnefs  before),  and  a fecond 
removed  the  complaint  entirely.  In  neither  of  the 
above  Cafes  has  any  kind  of  medicine  been  admini- 
Hered.  Should  you  think  thefe  Cafes,  or  either  of 
them,  worth  inferring  in  your  pamphlet,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  make  what  ufe  of  them  you  may  think 
proper.  Your’s  affeftionately, 

Elford  Sparke  Langworthy.” 

The  following  Cafe  occurred  in  the  pradfice  of 
Mr.  Hoyles,  Surgeon,  of  Dartmouth. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  he  was 
called  up  to  a young  woman  in  the  town,  who  was 
labouring  under  a 

Violent  Pain  in  the  Sidey 

attended  with  difficulty  of  breathing  ; fhe  had  been 
bled  for  the  fame  complaint  fome  days  prior  to  this 
attack,  with  fome  benefit,  but  the  complaint  had  now 
returned  with  redoubled  violence.  He  fat  down  by 
the  bed-fidepf  his  patient,  with  but  little  expedla- 
tions  of  finding  any  good  effedls  from  the  applica- 
tion, and  ufed  the  Tradlors,  wdien,  to  his  great  aflo- 
nifhment,  as  well  as  that  of  his  patient,  (he  was  in 
five  minutes  much  eafier,  and  in  ten  minutes  more 
Ihe  was  perfedlly  relieved,  and  has  remained  well 
ever  fince.” 

^he  followtngy  from  a Gentleman  of  Rank  and  high  i?#- 
fpeSiabilityy  Mr.  Lancworthy  publifoes  : 

‘‘  Bath,  December  24th,  1798. 

Sir  William  Barker  prefents  his  compli- 
ments to  Mr.  Lang  WORTHY  j he  has  not  the  leaft 
§ objection 
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obje»5lion  to  have  his  name  inferred  with  ihofe  who 
have  received  benefit  from  the  life  of  the  Metallic 
Traclors.  He  has  been  afflicted  with 
Violent  rheumatic  Fains 

in  each  of  his  knees,  at  ditferent  times,  for  upwards 
of  ten  years,  and  in  his  hips  and  back;  he  has  tried 
a variety  of  medicines,  and  both  fea-bathing  and 
Buxton  waters,  wdth  little  or  no  effe£f.  He  could 
not  walk  aftreet’s  length  when  he  came  here  (fome 
months  fince)  without  fuffering  great  pain,  but  is  now 
able  to  walk  over  the  whole  town  with  little  or  no 
pain,  which  he  attributes  to  the  ufeof  the  Tradors/’ 

In  a fubfequent  part  of  his  work,  Mr.  Lanc- 
woRTHv  fays,  I am  fi'ngularly  happy  to  adduce 
the  teflimony  of  a gentleman  of  hjgh  profelfional 
charader.  Mr.  Lystek,  formerly  fenior  Surgeon 
to  the  Dublin  hofpitnJ,  and  for  many  years  an  eminent 
furgeon  in  Bath,  has  given  me  leave  to  publiffl,  that 
he  has  cured  feveral  adive  iujiammations  of  the 
face  with  the  Traders;  and  has  fucceeded  in  one  re- 
markable cafe  , of  a •whiilonvy  even  after  he  thought 
fuppuration  had  taken  place.  The  following  Cafe 
of 

Rheumatifm 

fell  under  his  obfervation.  A fervant  applied  to  him 
who  Was  quite  a cripple,  and. had  laboured  under  the 
mofl  excruciating  pains  in  his  backy  hgSy  and  armsy 
eighteen  months,  never  having  received  eafe  from 
the  many  things  he  had  taken.  From  the  firft  appli- 
cation of  the  Traders,  this  poor  man  received  great 
benefit,  and  to  make  ufe  of  Mr.  Lyster’s  own 
words— At  the  expiration  of  three  weeks,  by 
operating  daily,  he  could  walk  as  well  and  as  up- 
right  as  any  man  in  Bath/’  Mr.  Lyster  makes 
mention  of  many  other  cafes  of  rheumatifm,  and  to- 
pical  injiammatory  complaints. 

E 6 I have 
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I have  permifiicn,”  fays  Mr  L.  <<  of  Dr.  Fzl- 
Lows*,  of  jhuh,  to  ftotethe  particulars  of  the  treat- 
ment of  one  of  his  fei  vants.  The  Dodor,  expreffing 
at  different  times  his  vyilhes  to  be  informed  of  the 
fuccefs  of  the  ri  a£lurs,  1 called  on  him  for.  that  pur- 
pofe.  An  oppoitunity  immediately  offered.  One 
of  his  fervaiits  had  a few  hours  before 
Spfi lined  his  Ancle, 

A violent  inflammation  enfued,  with  great  pain  and 
fvvelling.  I applied  the  Tractors  for  ten  minutes^ 
when  he  fainted  and  was  extremely  Tick  ; which 
fymntoms  I have  frequently  remarked  to  be  the 
effe(5i;  iff  the  application  of  the  Traclors,  when  the 
cure  is  about  to  follow.  Half  an  hour  after,  he  was 
operated  upon  again,  which  entirely  removed  the 
pain  and  inflammation.  It  is  fix  weeks  f.nce  the 
accident  happened,  and  he  has  had  no  return  of  pain. 
I beg  leave  to  add,  that  Dr.  Fellows,  with  the 
fpirit  of  liberality  always  attendant  on  fcience,  di- 
rected by  rhe  rtffimony  of  hisfenfes,  freely  gave  me 
leave  to  ufe  his  name  on  this  (^ccalion.^’ 

John  Moody  (diflributor  of  the  Bath  Chroni- 
cle) had,  from  April  179S,  been  aflflicbed  with 
Violent  Ptiins  in  bis  Heady 

^.ttended  xvith  giddinefs  and  night  fweats.  He  had 
been  in  the  inflrmary  and  difpenfary  for  lix  moMil.s 
Vi^iihout  fl  ':ding  any  benefit,  and  in  that  hopelefs  Hate 
Was  recommended  to  me  by  his  matter.  I applied 
the  TraCtors  dailyto  his  head  for  upwards  of  a month, 
as'.d  am  happy  to  fay  that  he  is  quite  well.  For  thele 
laflfix  w'eeks  he  has  engaged  in  bis ufual occu- 
pation. Much  might.be  faid  of  this  man’s  cafe,  but 
Mr.  Ckuttwell  will,  with  pleafuie,  rebate  the 

cure 


^ Fhyfician  Extraordinary  to  Lis  Royal  High- 
litls  the  Frince  of  Wales. 
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cure  to  any  one  who  may  call  on  him  for  that 
purpofe.” 

Mr.  Lang  worthy’s  publication  contains  many 
more  Cafts,  equally  demonftrative  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  Traylors,  but  the  few’^  1 have  quoted  will  ferve  to 
give  feme  idea  of  the  general  fuccefs  of  the  Metallic 
Practice  in  his  hands.  The  difeafes,  in  which  he 
found  the  Traflors  moft  efficacious,  were,  painful 
topical  as  chronic  and  injiamtnatory  rb.um  itifmy 

injianimatory  g^ut^  quinfyy  eryjiptiis,  tetters y twr.ef actions 
Jrcm  cbnlufioHSy  Jcolds,  butnSy  in jj animations  of  the  (ysty 
bead-achy  and  pains  on  various  pat  ts  cj  the  Icdy. 

The  caufes  of  his  failure  w’eie  fimilar  to  thofe 
which  have  been  remarked,  by  all  who  have  made 
nice  obfervations  during  their  practice  wit  iuhe  Trac- 
tors.-—! he  prefence  of  oily,  g^'eafy,  or  perfpirable 
matter  was  an  infurmoimtab'e  obftacle  to  fuccefs. 

It  wmU  not  be  a fubjeft  of  furprife  wnth  the  reader, 
that  Mr.  L after  fuch  evidence,  fhould  entertain  a 
favourable  opini«  n of  the  merits  of  the  Metallic 
Pra<^ice.  This  may  be  given  in  a few  w'oids  : I 

believe,"  fays  he,  “ a new  difcovery  in  the  economy 
of  nature  to  have  been  made,  which  is  capable  of 
being  converted  to  a liappy  alleviation  of  human 
affii^ion  ; and  my  moft  aident,  and  1 will  fay  my 
only  wilh  is,  that  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the  do<fti  ine 
may  be  afcertvained  by  others.” 

After  expreffing  his  wdrti  to  meet  medical  men 
with  this  view  at  all  times,  to  adopt  whatever  mode 
they  may  chufe,  iu  order  to  conne  to  a true  know- 
ledge of  the  merits  of  this,  remedy,  he  concludes  : 
After  v\  kneffing  the  efficacy  of  the  Fkr  k.  ine  an 
Practice  in  the  cafes  I have  ftated,  and  afier  what 
1 have  written  on  the  fuhjeft,  my  ovm  faith  in  the 
fcience  cannot  be  doubted  Rut  having  thus  ofTeied 
my  pretenfions  to  the  eye  of  philofophy,  and  the  tclt 
of  experiment,  1 atn  fairly  before  the  public;  and 
with  al4  the  deference  due  to  it  h orn  one  of  the  hum- 
4 I left 
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bleft  of  its  members,  confident  of  its  candour,  I pa- 
tiently await  its  decifion.” 

Few,  it  is  believed,  will  perufe  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Lang  WORTHY  without  gidng  him  much 
credit  for  the  liberal  and  honourable  propofals  which 
he  makes  to  fcientific  men,  to  come  and  examine 
the  merits  of  this  prablice.  With  a view  of  inviting 
them  to  the  inveftigation,  he  obferves: 

I propofe  to  operate  on  all  perfons  afflided 
with  any  of  the  difeafes  here  enumerated,  in  the 
prefence  of  fuch  phyficians,  furgeons,  or  others,  as 
maybe  defirous  of  witneffing  the  operation;  and  I 
tiuis  publicly  inviie  them  to  procure  fuch  patients 
for  the  purpofe,  as  may  come  within  their  know- 
ledge. The  numerous  hofpitals,  infirmaries,  alms 
houfes,  and  other  charitable  inftitutions,  muli:  at  all 
feafons  furnifh  fit  fubjebts  for  my  pradfice  ; and  I 
will  readily  and  willingly  attend  the  directors  and 
phyficians  who  have  the  care  of  them,  and  make 
my  experiments  in  their  prefence. 

“ All  fuch  poor  perfons  as  come  ^o  me  will  be 
relieved  gratis,  if  their  cafes  fall  wnchin  my  prac- 
tice ; and  the  doors  will  be  open  for  medical  and 
other  gentlemen,  who  will  bring  fuch  perfons, 
either  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  truth  of 
my  pretenfions,  or  gratifying  their  curiofity. 

But  while  I offer  propofals  fo  convenient  to  the 
poor  and  neceffitous,  it  is  necdfary  to  obferve,  that 
I expect  the  regular  fees  of  my  profefiion,  from  pa- 
tients who  may  be  able  to  pay  them  In  this  re- 
fped:,  however,  I fliall  conform  myfelf  to  modera- 
tion, and  the  circiimilances  of  the  applicants,  as  far 
as  the  charges  of  my  education,  and  the  expences  of 
my  undertaking  and  fituation  in  life  will  permit. 

In  drawing  up  this  manual,  I am  not  confcions 
of  having  miflated  fa(Sts,  or  that  I could  have  made 
a more  candid  propofal  for  bringing  my  pretenfions 
So  a proper  teft.  And  all  I can  add  is,  that  if  any 

alTerabiage 
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aflemblage  of  medical  or  other  gentlemen,  will  oiTer 
a plan,  more  likely  to  obtain  the  end  defired,  I ihall 
hold  myfelf  bound  in  honour  and  in  duty,  as  well 
as  inclination,  to  co-operate  with  them  in  any  way 
in  my  power.” 

Only  a part  of  the  Experiments  of  Mr.  Lang- 
W'ORTHY  has  been  adduced  in  thefe  quotations-  The 
perufal  of  his  work  would  afford  much  fatisfa<Tion 
and  inflru^lion  to  thofe  who  wifli  to  gain  information 
on  this  practice.  To  that  alone  I fhould  have  re- 
ferred them  j but,  confiftent  with  my  original  defign 
of  noticing  the  experience  of  thofe  who  have  prac- 
tifed  mofl  with  the  Traders  in  this  country,  Mr. 
Lang  worthy’s  merited  a particular  notice. 


PART  II. 

A FEW  CASES  IN  AMERICA. 

Communicated  to  Dr.  Perkins. 

THE  limits  of  this  Trad  will  not  allow  of  citing 
many  tranfatlantic  cafes.  A confiderable  number 
having  already  been  publifhed  in  this  country,  in  the 
work  in  which  I gave  the  hiflory  of  the  dif^coveiy 
entitled,  “ Influence  of  Metallic  Traciors  on  the  Human 
Sody/f  [price  zs.  6d,  Johnfon.]  Perfons  de- 

firoiis  of  feeing  them,  can  liave  recourfe  to  that  for 
the  purpofe.  As  the  pradice  has  been  longer  before 
the  public  in  America  than  in  England,  and  as 
the  profeflional  charader,  of  Dr.  Perkins,  the  Dif- 
coverer,  w^as  better  known,  it  may  be  conceiv- 
ed, that  many  more  atteftations  would  there  have 
been  publifhed  than  at  this  early  period  here. 
Among  thofe  who  Rated  cafes  of  fuccefsful  pradice, 
and  who  prefented  their  names  to  the  public,  as  men 
who  apjiroved  of  the  Difeovery,  and  acknowledgedi 
tliemfelves  inftrumental  in  circulating  the  Traders, 

I have 
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I have  now  with  me  a book  containing  the  names  of 
FORTY-T  v/o  PHYSICIANS  AND  soKGKn.\s,  of  emi- 
nence in  their  profefiion,  twenty-two  clergy- 
men, moil  of  whom  are  Do6t(Ts  of  Divinity,  and 
conneded  with  literary  infticutions,  tv’o  Pro- 
fessors OF  Natural  Philosophy  in  tvvo  dif- 
ferent Univerfitie?,  feveral  Members  of  Congrefs, 
and  other  Pei  fonages,  filling  the  highefl  Offices  in 
the  Government  of  the  Country. 

For  the  high  charadfer  given  of  thofe  of  the  Ame- 
rican Cafts,  which  have  been  rc-pubhilied  here, 
fee  quota’ ions  from  the  different  Reviews,  in  tlie 
“ Preliminary  Obfervations.’’  A few  iball  be  cited. 

Mr.  Meigs,  Professor  of  Natural  Philo- 
sophy, IN  THE  University  of  New  Haven. 

September  i8th  179^. 
Dear  Sir,  Ventmumonic 

AS  I am  daily  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that 
faffs  form  the  moR  valuable  part  of  our  knowledge, 
1 think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing: In  March  lafl,  my  fon,  about  eight  years  of 
age,  was  fc'zeuwith  a complaint  of  theperipneumonic 
kind,  attended  with  a violent  pain  in  the  left  fide, 
accom,nanied  with  a high  fever  and  fevere  cough- 
By  the  care  of  Dr.  Munfon  * he  was  in  three 
p»r  four  days  fo  far  rtllored,  that  on  the  fiftliday  lie 
wa’keil  about  the  houfe,  I'his  expofed  him  to  a 
relapfe,  for  on  the  fixth  day  he  was  feized  with  a 
return  of  the  fympttmis  : his  fever  was  higher,  the 
pain- on  the  left  fide  was  greater,  attended  with  a 
forvnefs,  which,  whenever  he  coughed,  forced  hiiti 
t.)  cry  out.  He  was  obliged  to  lie  on  his  haclc,  being 
neirber  able  to  turn  himfelf  or  be  tunved-  Dr.  Mun- 
fo  i being  again  called,  pronounced  his  cafe  a hazard- 
ous one  ; and,  after  havi'ig  preferihed  what  he 
thought  proper  fuggt  fted  a trial  of  your  Tra<5fors. 

This 
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This  T wnderlook,  and  in  aboiU  half  an 

liour  he  declared  his  pain  was  gone,  tuined  himltlf 
wiLhout  diflieiilty  on  his  right  lide.  and  ftll  into  a 
jn'ofound  fieep,  accompanied  by  a remarkably  pro- 
fufe  perfpiration,  which  buiided  from  e\ery  pore, 
After  a deep  of  hx  or  feven  l.oiirs,  he  av>'oke  in  per- 
fect itealth,  and  has  continued  fo  to  this  day.  It  ap- 
peared tx)  me  that  the  marks  of  il;c  points  on  his 
fide  were  larger,  more  inflamed  and  Iwebed,  than 
could  have  been  expected  from  the  mere  mechanical 
irritation  of  the  metals  applied  fo  gently  and  lightly, 
as  in  this  cafe.  This  circumflance  J mention,  be- 
caufe  it  may  jierhaps  alhfl  in  tlie  formation  of  a theory 
on  this  fubjecSt.  1 am,  dear  Sir,  your’s, 

Jos  1 AH  Meigs. 


Mr. Woodward,  Professor  of  Natural  Phi- 
losophy IN  T H E Uni  VERS  I T V OF  DaRTMOU  TH, 

&C.  &c. 

Puins  in  th&  Head^  Fac^y  Tecthy  Salt  Rhcuviy  and  a Spyain^ 
“ 1 have  made  ufe  of  yem  Tra6lt)is  in  various 
difiprders,  and  befitles  univerfally  abating,  and  gene- 
rally removing  pains  in  the  head,  fate,  teeth,  &c. 
1 have  found  them  iifefnl  in  the  fait  rheum  *.  Only 
one  opporumity  has  prefented  for  an  tffeclual  ti  ial  ; 
tliat  has  cured  the  patient  by  three  applic  tiuns, 
winch  hfing  knov\n,  ftneral  perfons,  afflicted  with 
that  difeafe,  have  been  to  my  houfe  to  have  the  ex- 
periment performed  on  them  j the  diforders  ha\e 
abated  on  the  fiift  trial  ; and  the  prefent  profpeifl; 
that  cures  will  be  elfedted  for  them  by  further  nfe 
of  the  Tractors.  A violent  pain,  proceeding  from  a 
f])rain  in  the  foot,  has  been  removed  fo  as  not  to  return. 

I have  the  Honour  to  be,  dear  Sir,  your’s, 

“ fi  E Z A L K E L W O O !>  W A R D.” 

* A difeafe  of  the  flein,  very  common  in  New 
Erglaud,  much  ref  mbling  the  itchy,  hut  not  conta- 
gious i and  is  more  local. 


Rev. 
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Rev.  William  Rogers,  D.  D.  Professor  of 
Oratorv  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, kc,  Szc. 

Philadelphia,  June  ifl,  1797. 

Inf  arm  d Eyes. 

Mr.  Marat,  of  Philadelphia.,  was  Pome  time 
fmce  aifiicled  with  a violent  infl  ammation  in  his  left 
eye,  accompanied  witli  fevere  pain,  winch  extended 
tln’ough  the  head,  and  deprivecl  him  of  reft.  The 
eye  was  entirely  cl ofed,  and  conftantly  difeharging 
water.  Several  things  were  applied  to  give  him  eafe, 
but  to  no  put  pofe.  1 told  him,  on  opening  it  gently 
with  my  Angers,  it  was  too  bad  to  be  relieved  by 
the  Traddors,  as  it  was  entirely  of  a bloody  colour, 
and  all  the  pans  contiguous  greatly  fwelled  and  much 
inflamed;  however,  I would  try  their  eflicacy.  1 
applied  them  a few  minutes,  and  he  began  to  open 
the  efe.  I continued  iifing  the  Tradbors,  for  tlie 
fpace  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  when  the  pain  and  in- 
flammation were  entirely  removed,  .and  he  opened 
his  eye  without  difliculfy.  He  returned  to  his  family 
wholly  relieved,  had  an  appetite  for  his  food,  and 
next  day  went  to  his  accuftoraed  labour. — A few 
days  after  he  had  an  inflammation  in  his  riglit  eye, 
attended  with  very  confiderable  pain.  I again  ap- 
plied tiie  Tradfors,  and  he  w'as  almoft  inftantly  re- 
lieved. From  that  time  to  this  he  has  beeh,  as  to 
his  eyes,  as  well  as  ever  he  was  in  liis  life.  I have 
ufed  the  Tradlors  in  fome  other  inftances  with  fuc- 
cefs. — Allow  me  to  fubferibe  myfelf, 

Your  friend, 

<<  VVi  lli  AM  Roc  ers.” 


PocTORS  Baker,  Hall,  Lord,  and  Brews  t er, ' 
THE  Representatives  of  7' h e County  of  ^ 

W I N D H A!'!,  IN  T H E Co  N N E C 7 1 C U T M E D I C A L 

Convention.  Windham  County. 

FainSy  fpajmodic  and  mfiammatcry 
From  a variety  of  cafes  which  have  occurred, 

not 
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rot  only  in  onr  own  pra61ice,  but  in  thnt  of  our 
nei^^hbouring  phyficians,  we  zvt  fully  convi'iced  of  the 
utility  of  the  Metallic  Tradlors,  in  removing  various 
pains,  fpafmoclic  and  inflammatory  affe6\ions  from 
the  human  body,  ami  that  the  difcovery  is  of  impor- 
tance to  the  healing  art/ 

psr.PH  Baker,  T pellows  of  the 
Jonathan-  Hall,  ( Me- 

^,l,shaLoro,  r,;,,!  Society/’ 
JOHN  Brews T EE,  J ^ 


Frederic  Dalcho,  M.  D.  Surgeon  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
Hon.  JaaMes  M'Henry,  Secretary  at  Waiu 

Fort  Johnfon,  S.  C.  Mesrch  1799. 

For  about  two  years  part.  Captain  Kakaifen, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  garriion,  has  been 
much  affiidled  with  a 

Spnfnodic  ^ffe&lon  on  the  hft  Side  of  hh  Head  j 

and  for  feveral  months  it  has  become  fo  very  fre- 
quent and  violent  as  to  affed:  his  fenfes  in  a great 
degree.  All  the  variety  of  applif  arions  wiiich  have 
been  made,  afforded  him  not  the  fmalleft  relief ; and 
I doubted  of  lus  ever  obtaining  it,  at  his  advanced 
age,  feventy-ihree  years.  A few  days  fince  he  was 
fo  -violently  attacked,  tliat  the  intclledurl  fundiions 
were  entirely  deranged ; and  I apprehended  very 
fericous  confequences.  In  this  lituation  I tHirchafrd 
a fet  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  Tradlors;  the  fiifl  applica- 
tion of  v\hich  held  cut  the  plcafmg  pro  of  his 
entire  recovery:  after  repeating  it  for  a few  days  he 
became  pei  foully  eafy,  and  fiee  from  pain;  and  his 
mind  reltored  to  its  natural  flrength,  no  indirpofition 
remaining  but  what  is  confequent  on  age. 

1 have  the  homour  to  be  yours, 

“ F.  Dalcho.” 


Dr* 
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Dr.  Thomas  Backus,  of  Plainfield;  Mem- 
ber OF  THE  Connecticut  Medical  So^ 

CIETV. 

1 was  called  on  the  4th  ult.  to  attend  a patfent, 
Jnmes  Crawfon,  who,  for  about  five  years,  has  been 
frequently  troubled  witha  fpecies  of 
Epileptic  Fits, 

V/hen  I full  faw  him  lie  had  experienced,  in  the 
co.iiTe  of  the  day,  twelve,  each  of  which  held  hi  in 
nearly  fifteen  minutes.  I took,  from  him  about  four*. 
teen  ounces  of  blood;  !>ut  difcovering  no  happ/ 
effedi,  I applied  tlie  Tradtors  to  his  nglu  leg,  in 
wliich  he  ufually  experienced  the  firfl  attack  of  his 
firs.  The  whole  leg  immediately  became  limber, 
and  free  from  fpafm ; and  he  foon  revived,  without 
fuffering  a general  convtilfion.  About  twenty  mii- 
nutes  after,  1 being  out  of  his  room,  was  informed 
that  the  fymptoms  of  another  fit  appeared;  and  be- 
fore 1 could  operate  on  him  lie  was  univerfally  con- 
vulfed,  with  an  entire  lofs  of  reafon.  I then  drew 
the  Tiadors  over  his  right  leg  again,  fix  or  eight 
times,  when  the  fpafms  immediately  ceafed,  and  his 
reafon  wass  infiantly  reftor-ed.  Several  others  at  in- 
tervals commenced  with  their  niual  fymptoms,  fo 
contradlmg  and  ^'ramping  the  right  leg,  that  t!ie  ut- 
moft  exertions  of  two  men  were  unable  l(»  flraitett 
ir,  each  of  which  were  removed  in  lefs  than  a mi- 
nute by  five  or  fix  ftn'kes  of  the  Tradltirs,  before 
the  rpafni  had  extended  to  the  other  ]>arrs  of  his 
b ody  ; the  leg  almofl  iiift.mtaneoufly  becoming  per- 
fe<5tly  lax. 

By  the  requefr  of  a number  of  gentlemen,  who 
by  this  time  had  convened  to  behgld  t^'is  fingular 
phenoratnon,  when  the  fymptoms  of  a fit  anpe.ired 
1 esafed  to  ufe  the  Tradois,  th.it  We  might  deter- 
nune  whether  the  above  rperatioutS  had  prevented 
the  general  convulfions,  which,  before  their  applica- 
tion, 
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tion,  had  always  fncceeded  the  attack  in  his  leg. 
immediately  he  went  into  a very  levei  e iir,  which 
api>eat  ed  in  one  univeifal  fpaihri.  In  th>^  fituation  I 
fuffcred  him  to  continue  a few  mmutes^  which  was 
long  enough  for  the  exper^iment,  when,  by  applying 
the  Tractors  to  his  leg  again,  in  lefs  than  one  mi- 
nute, he  was  ent>rely  freed  from  every  kind  of 
fpafm,  and  his  reaf’on  reftored. 

**  About  one  hour  and  a half  after  the  firft  appli- 
cation of  the  Tradors,  the  fits  entirely  fubfiJed,  He 
became  very  eafy,  and  experienced  none  of  thnfe 
difagreeahle  fenfations  which  he  ever  had,  after  for- 
m-^r  att.icks  t)f  this  kind.  As  he  had  ufually  been 
aftiided  with  thefe  fit?,  except  at  a few  intervals 
twelve  or  fifteefi  minutes  eacli,  about  24  hours,  it 
muft  be  evident  that  the  influence  of  the  Tradors 
not  only  fliortened  the  fits,  but  lefiened  their  num- 
ber ; as  at  this  time  they  continued  not  more  than 
nine  or  ten  houi*s  from  their  commcncemtnt,  and  an 
hoar  and  a half  after  the  firft  experiment.  He  has 
difcovercd  rume  of  that  debility  which  has  ufually 
fiicceeded  his  former  attacks,  and  continues  to  tlui- 
day  enjoying  belter  health  chan  ufual. 

“ Your  humble  fervantj 

“ Thomas  Backus." 


BrwfAMiN  Shreve,  of  Alexandria,  State  of 
Virginia  1 of  t h e Soc  i e y of  t h e Frien p>s. 

Sih  month,  16th  day,  1798. 

I have  been  ivitnefsto  a fiiccefsful  operation  of 
thy  Traders  on  my  fon  in  cafe  of 
fV/>, 

to  which  he  has  been  fubjed  about  eighteen  months. 
On  the  23d  of  riie  4th  month,  he  was  feized  w ith 
one,  with  entire  lofs  of  reafon.  His  hands  were  fo 
clenched  together  with  fj>afms,  that  the  efforts  of 
Jamis  Laimiason,  vvhofe  .afliftance  I called  in,  and 
jmy  own,  could  not  open  them.  la  this  fituation  w^e 

applied 
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applied  thy  Tradlors  to  each  arm,  drawing  them 
from  the  elbow  down  to  his  hand,  and,  to  our  great 
furprife,  his  hands  foon  became  perfectly  lax,  and 
opened  with  eafe : by  continuing  the  application  on 
his  head  for  a few^  minutes,  he  came  to  his  reafon, 
and  went  tn  fleep,  lince  which  he  has  had  no  more 
figns  of  them.  On  all  former  attacks,  they  have 
continued  fix  or  eight  hours,  and  from  twelve  to 
tw^enty  in  number.  Bleeding  and  other  means  have 
been  ufed,  but  he  was  never  before  relieved  of  them 
fo  immediately.  I am  confident  the  Tradlors  ef- 
fe^ed  the  relief.  Thy  friend, 

Benjamin  Shreve.” 

Rev.  Jedediah  Mouse,  d.  d.  of  Charleston, 
Mass ACHusETS,  Fellow  of  the  Ameri*. 
CA.N  i^CADEMV  OF  ArTS  AND  SCIENCES,  MEM- 
BER OF  THE  Historical  Society  OF  Massa- 
CHUSETS,  Author  of  the  Universal, 
Geography,’"  American  Gazetteer,”  &c. 
&c. 

<<  I have  made  a fuccefsful  trial  of  your  Metallic 
Tractors  in  a number  of  Cafes,  fuch  as 
BurnSy  Pains  in  the  Heady  Teeth y Facey  Earsy  Sidcy  Backy 
and  limbs,  arifing  from  cold.  In  fome  Cafes  I have 
been  unfuccefsful,  particularly  inaburn,  where  oil  had 
been  previoufly  applied,  a;id  in  tlie  tooth-ach,  where 
the  teeth  were  very  defedlive.  On  the  whole,  Ithink 
the' difeovery  to  be  a very  ufeful  one,  and  wifh  it 
cordially  all  imaginable  fuccefs.  I have  the  honour 
to  be,  ^ Dear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient, 

“ Jedediah  Morse.” 

Samuel  Willard,  m.  d.  of  Stafford,  Mem- 
ber OF  the  Connecticut  Medical  So- 
ciety. 

Rheumatifm  and  Burn, 

Since  I returned  to  Stafford,  I have  made  trial 
of  your  Tractors,  with  very  happy  fuccefs,  in  a Cafe 

of 
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of  rheumatifm,  which  had  for  a long  time  baffled  ail 
the  remedies  to  which  1 myfelf  and  two  other  phy- 
ficians  had  advifed.  The  v\  art  which  1 burned  down, 
w’heri  at  your  houfe,  gave  me  no  trouble  as  to  any 
fenfation  of  heat  after  you  applied  the  Tradfors  to  the 
inflamed  part.  I felt  a forenefs  for  feveral  days 
after,  but  it  was  no  greater  than  would  have  arifen 
from  tlie  deftiudfion  of  fo  much  flefh  from  any 
other  caufe.  It  argues  great  folly  to  condemn  any 
innovations,  or  attempts  at  improvement  in  the  arts, 
without  due  inveftigation.  This  is  a kind  of  treat- 
ment, how'ever,  w’hich  your  difcovery,  as  well  as 
others,  have  experienced,  and  while  human  nature  is 
the  fame,  muft  expedt  ftill  to  experience. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  your  humble  fei  vant, 

Samuel  \Vi  LL  ARD.” 


Dr.  James  Goss,  of  Gloucester,  Massa- 

C H U S E T S . 

Severe  Scald  on  an  Infant  Child, 

I this  day  faw  your  Tradlors  applied  w'ith  fne- 
cefs  on  a child  of  Mr.  James  Smi  th,  fifteen  months 
old,  wdiich  had  been  about  an  hour  before  very 
feverely  fcalded,  by  falling  into  boiling  fat  *,  v\  ith 
one  hand  and  arm,  on  which  large  blifters  were 
raifed.  After  a few  minutes  operation,  the  rednefs 
and  inflammation  were  almoft  wholly  removed,  and 
the  child  appeared  to  be  eafed  of  pain. 

‘‘  J am  yours,  5cc. 

James  Goss. 


Samuel  H.  P.  Lee,  m.  d.  of  New  London, 
Member  oe  the  Connecticut  Medical  ' 
S.OCIETY. 

“ My  infant  child  was 

Scalded  voith  hot  T'ea 

on  the  forehead,  about  three  and  a half  inches  in 
^ 'Ihe  oily  mailer  trom  the  fat  was  removed 
previous  to  the  application  of  the  Tradtors. 
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length,  and  three>fonrtbs  of  an  inch  in  breadth, 
which  raifed  a vebcle  before  I had  time  ti)  apjdy  any 
thing  to  it.  The  Tj'adlors  were  folely  afed,  and  ihe 
whole  rednefs  difappeared.  The  blifttr  bi-oke,  and 
the  !i<juornndei  it  formed  itfelf  into  a fcabby  furf  ice* 
Tile  next  day  the  wmuiid  was  perfeddly  circuaifcribed 
to  the  part  biillered,  and  the  whole  c ift  off,  and  left 
the  fecond  ikin  perfedlly  entire,  without  the  fraaik  it 
appearance  of  fuppuration  or  inflammation  ; and, 
what  is  extraordiMai  y,  it  never  appeared  to  give  the 
child  tlie  fmalleh:  pain,  itching,  or  fraarting,  and  in 
appearance  was  fo  iinhke  a fcakl,  that  enquiries  vvere 
made  what  it  was  that  grew  on  the  child’s  forehead* 
I have  ufed  the  Tractors  in  many  other  in^ 
ft  '.nces,  wiierein  they  appeared  to  have  very  faiutary 
erfeifts;  but  as  tlie  ufe  of  them  was  accompanied 
with  other  remedies,  I forbear  mentioning  them  in 
this  pl.ice. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

“ Samuel  H.  P.  Lee.’* 


Dr.  Rufus  Johnson,  of  Can  t erbUrv  ; Member 
OF  THE  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  pra^ice,  a few  months 
paft,  I have  made  frequent  experiments  widi  the 
Metallic  Traylors;  and  have,  with  but  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, fuccteded  to  my  furprife  in  removing  ; 
r/julifmsy  heacl-achsy  pains  in  the  fuce^  fp-afmoJic  affei^ions^ 
and  injiammutory  f'iveUings  of  the  throat.  The  pains, 
after  having  been  once  eafed,  have,  in  fome  inltances, 
returned ; and  then,  by  a I'epeiition  of  the  applica- 
tions, have  been  wholly  removed.  From  my  own 
pradlice,  and  wliat  I know  of  the  pradlice  of  others, 
I conceive  this  method  of  removing  pains  a very  im- 
portant and  ufeful  difcovery  in  thi  tieall  ig  art. 

“ With  btft  withes  for  your  fuccefs  in  this  Pradtce, 
I remain  yours,  5<C. 

‘‘  Rufus  J owns  on- 
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REv.  Samuel  Hopkins,  D.D.  of  N'..‘zvportf  Rhode 
JjLindy  Adthoj'  of  The  Syjiern  of  Vivinlty^^  and 
other  IVoih. 

Awgufl  17th,  1796. 

For  twelve  or  fourteenyears,  Captain  Wi  l l i 
Ladd,  of  Nevvjxirt,  liad  been  frequently  aliiicded 
with  fevere  paroxyfms  of 

— Goiit-^ 

in  the  fall  of  1795  he  had  a violent  attack  of  this 
difoi  der,  which  confined  him  to  his  room  for  five  or 
fix  days.  At  tliis  time,  when  his  foot  was  very  much 
fvvelLed,  inflamed,  and  in  fuch  extreme  pain,  efpe~ 
cially  his  great  toe,  that  he  could  not  walk,  nor  let 
his  foot  on  the  floor,  I called  upon  him,  and  operated 
on  his  foot,  according  to  your  dire(5fions.  Within 
five  minutes  the  pain  and  inflammation  ceafed,  fo 
that  he  walked  with  eafe.  The  fvvelling  within 
twenty-four  hours  fubfided,  fo  that  he  put  on  his 
fhoe;  and  this  foot  in  two  days  became  as  well  as 
the  other.  The  pain  has  twice  returned  fince,  but 
lias  been  foon  removed  by  the  fame  application. 

Your  friend,  and  humble  fervant, 

‘‘Samuel  Hopkins.’* 


ExtraB  of  a Letter  from  H o n . O L 1 v r.  R E L s w o R T K , 

LL.  D.  Chitf  fufiice  of  the  United  States j to  the  Hon. 
John  Marshall,  of  uginiayone  tf  the  late  Envoys 
Extranrdiuary  from  the  United  States  to  the  Ftench 
Republic* 

“ Philadelphia,  March  7th,  1797.  ■ 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ The  gentleman  who  will  deliver  this  Letter  is 
Dr.  Perkins,  of  Conneflicut,  a refpedable  phyfi- 
cian,  and  inventor  of  the  Metallic  Tradtors,  for  the 
relief  of  pain.  Strange  ns  his  hypothefis  may  be, 
experiments  give  it  countenance.— In  fome  cafes,  the 
effeefs  wrought  are  not  eafily  afcrihable  to  imagina- 
tion, great  and  delufive  as  is  its  power.  Should  there 
F be 
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be  cafes  favourable  For  experinients  in  your  vicinitY^ 
he  wcAild  be  ready  to  operate,  and  that  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  perfons  moil  competent  to  deifcdl  a fallacy, 
if  there  is  one;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  to  extend  the 
ihnprovement,  if,  in  fact,  a new  principle  is  difco- 
vered.  V/ith  great  refpe’£t,  I am,  Sir,  Your’s>  &c. 

Oliver  Elswokth.’' 


^xtradl  of  a Letter  font  the  Rev.  Samuel  Macaav^, 
of  Fbilaaelphli^  D.  D.  Fellonv  of,  and  Secretary  to,  the 
odmerican  F biiojophical  Society,  ^ c.  c.  to  the  Right 
Rev.  James  Maddison,  Bijkopof  Virginia. 

**  Right  Rev.  Sir,  March  6th,  1797. 

This  will  introduce  to  your  perfonai  accjuaint- 
ance  a very  refpe<ftable  perfon,  Dr.  Perkins,  of 
Conne{5ticut,  if,  in  the  courfe  of  his  journeying,  he 
may  vifit  WilliamPaiirgh,  and  have  it  in  his  power  to 
wait  on  Bifhop  Maddifon.  The  Doctor,  by  a felicity 
of  genius  and  inveftigationj  hasj  it  Ihould  feem, 
opened  a highway  to  healing  inuiiences,  which  pro- 
rnifes  fair  to  eonfiitute  a new  sera  in  the  Medical 
j^nnals.  His  Metallic  Traders,  their  ufes  and  eif]> 
tacy,  in  a vail  variety  of  cafes,  have  gam.ed  him 
great  celebrity  ; and  1 am  difpofed  to  think,  even 
from  what  I have  knerjon  rnyfilj oi  their  deferts,  a ce- 
lebrity not  precarious,  unfounded,  or  fugitive. 

“ 1 have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  Your’s,  &c. 

‘^Samuel  Mag  aw.” 


hExtraB  of  a Letter,  dated  February  ,%lh  f om  the 

Rev.  Dr  .Samuel  Stillman,  of  Bofon,  in  the 
United  Stater,  FeiloKJj  of  Rhode  IJland  College,  &c.  bSh’c. 
^'duthor  of  fever  al  literacy  hforks  ; to  hii  Fnend  the 
Rev.  Dr.  John  RiPPON,<?y  Grange- Road, Borough, 
S outhvoar  k. 

The  Metallic  Traders  invented  by  Dr.  Per- 
kins have  already  proved  an  important  bleffing  to 
mankind.  1 have  not  tiii.e  to  inform  you  of  the 

fiirprifing 
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iurpriilng  cures  I have  wrought  with  them,  in  cafes 
of  rheu77ia[ijmy  gout,  contrail  ions,  pai/is  in  the  hectd,  in-- 
Jlammationi  in  the  eyes,  face,  &c.  but  be  alfured  they 
are  many.  Mr.  Perkins’s  refidence  in  London 
will  no  doubt  induce  you  to  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity of  giving  the  fubjecl  the  attention  it  merits,  I 
am,  with  high  efteem, 

Rev.  Sir, 

“ your  affured  friend, 

Samuel  Stillman.” 

The  literary  reader  need  not  be  informed  refpedt- 
ing  the  worthy  cliara£fer  who  writes  this  letter  ; hiS 
writings  render  him  w'ell  known  beyond  the  limits 
of  his  own  country.  It  would  be  ungrateful  not  to 
return  my  acknowledgments  to  Dr.  Rippon,  for 
the  philofopher-like  candour  With  which  he  has 
treated  the  Metallic  Pra<fHce,  and  exprelTed  his  con- 
vidfion  of  its  efficacy,  fmce  hehas  had  an  opportunity 
of  witneffing  its  eflPedfs,  in  giving  relief  to  a man 
Severely  afflided  with  the  acute  rheumatism  in 
the  hand  and  foot. 


PART  III. 

PROCEEDINGS  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  DR. 
PERKINS’S  DISCOVERY,  BY  THE  MEDI- 
CAL  PROFESSORS  AT  COPENHAGEN. 

T H E Metallic  Praflice  is  not  limited  to  Great 
Britain  and  America,  but  is  already  adopted  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Europe.  At  Copenhagen  a regular 
enquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  difcovery  has  been 
undertaken  by  feveral  ch.ara^lers  well  known  in  th6 
learned  and  pbilofopbic  world,  which,  from  the 
importance  that  has  been  attached  to  it;  has  already 
P 2, 
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appeared  in  three  different  languages  * ; it  rri.1y 
therefore  be  proper  to  give  fome  account  of  it  in 
this  Tradf.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  179S,  fome 
fets  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  Tradlors  were  carried  from 
America  to  Copenhagen,  together  with  a fmall 
pamphlet,  puhiiihed  by  the  Difco\ erer,  which  con- 
tained the  experiments  and  obfeLvations  of  feveral 
■medical  men  of  high  diaradfer  in  Che  United  Stateso 
This  Tradl  accidentally  fell  into  the  hands  of  ruo- 
^^-EssoRs  Herholdt  and  RAFN,  two  very  eminent 
Surgeons  (5f  Copenhagen,  who  having,  by  reputation^ 
a knowledge  of  the  charadlers  of  feveral  of  the 
American  phyficians  therein  mehtiohed,  conceived 
the  fubjedf  worthy  of  experimental  inyeftigationj 
and,  as  an  indiicemenCto  bthers  to  aflift  them  on 
the  occafion,  immediately  had  the  American  pam- 
phlet tranflated  ihto  the  Daniib  language.  To 
this  they  added  an  addrefs  to  all  the  eminent  Phyfi- 
dians  and  Surgeons  of  Copenhagen,  requefling  them 
to  receive  the  Tradlors,  and  like  real  promoters  of 
fcience,  uninfluenced  by  prejudice  or  interefk,  to 
give  them  a fair  trial. 

One  unfortunate  circumflance^  however,  operated 
again  ft  the  complete  profeeution  of  this  laudable  un- 
dertaking. This  was  a want  of  proper  diredlion's 
for  nfing  the  Traiffors,  as  well  as  for  pointing  out 
the  kind  of  difeafes  molTfubjedt  to  their  influeneeo 
It  happened  that  the  paper  of  diredlions  they  re- 
ceived was  the  fame  that  Dr.  Perkins  publiflied, 
when  he  ftifl  announced  the  Difeovery^j  which  being 
then  in  its  infancy,  it  could  not  be  expedted  that  fo 
full  and  complete  inftrudlions  could  be  given,  as  after 
the  pradtice  had  met  with  a liiOre  extenfive  and  va- 
ried experiment.  The  unfavdifrable  influence  of 
oily  fubflances  on  the  difeafed  part,  the  neceflity  of 
'drawing  the  1‘radlors  to  the  extremities^  and  feveral 

othef 
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other  clrcimaftances  incVifpenfahly  necciTary  to  infure 
a fiiccefsful  application,  were  at  that  time  imknowc ; 
ami  fo  imperfed  a knowledge  had  they  of  the  dil- 
eafes  proper  for  the  remedy,  that  they  tried  it 
mofl;  indifcriminately.  Under  fiich  embarrahing  cit> 
Gumftances  it  will  not  be  a matter  of  furprife  that 
they  did  not  cure  ii\  every  inftance.  They  how- 
everdid  perform  cures,  and  witneffed  effedb^  from  the 
Traflms,  which  wan  anred  them  in  concloding,  that 
“ the  argumcfvts  agaiy^Jl  Anirtuil  Magmlirn  ivnt'd  not 
(itply  to  PrPvKlNlSM  ; that  the  Difco'very  ruas  of  /?►- 
ftortance  to  tbi  healing  art and  that  it  meriicd  the  tiorough 
(lit  ntim  of  phyjiologijisd' 

The  work  publifned  by  ProfelTors  Herholdt  and 
ilafii  in  the  Danijli  language,  coiitaining  the  experi- 
ments at  Copenhagen,  has  not  been  received  in  this 
country,  but  a tranllation  of  it  into  German,  exe- 
cuted by  PROFESSOR  Tode,  Phyfician  to  his  Danilli 
Majefty,  I obtained  a copy  of,  from  Germany; — the 
title  of  whicn  is  as  follows 

Vo7i  deni  Perkinlfmus  oder  den  Mciallmideln  * 
dcs  D,  Perkins  in  Nord-  Amerikat  nehft  Ameri- 
kanifehen  TjeugniJjen^  imd  Verfuchen  Kepenhage- 
7ier  Aerzte.  Heranfgegebsn  njon  den  Herren 
Di-vifions  Chirurgus  Herhcidt  iind  Ajjej/hr  Raft:, 
Aufdem  Danichen  Uberfeitzt  and  nut  Anmevkun- 
gen  Begleitet  uon  D,  fehuun  Cletncns  Tode,  der 
Arzney^vifeiifchaft  Ordcntlichem  Prcfefjhr  und 
KonigUchem  Hofncdicus 


* Mctallnaddriy  or  !*vlcrallic  Needles.  This  term 
the  r>ani(h  plivficians,  I fip^pofe,  gave  them  from 
their  form.  They  ule  it  during  the  wliole  courfe  of 
tlieir  obfervations.  lo  the  tran.flntioii  1 (hall  retain 
the  Englifn  term  Mttalllc  Tradiors, 

Vx 
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TRANSLAriON. 

On  Ferkinijm  or  ihe  Metallic  ^raSiors 
of  Dr,  Perkins  of  North  America ; n^jith  ihe 
Asnerican  Pef  i monies ^ and  Experiments  of  Phy^ 
ficians  at  Copenhagen,  Publijhed  by  M.  Her^ 
holdt.  Surgeon  of  Drvifon^  and  M.  Rafn^  Affeffor, 
franfated  from  the  Danijb  info  the  Ger?nan, 
and  accompanied  ujsiih  Notes,  by  Dr,  John 
Clemens  P ode-^  Profejfor  of  Medicine,  and  Roval 
Phyfician,  With  one  Plate,  Copenhagen',  print* 
ed  by  Frederic  Brummer  179S.” 

As  an  entire  tranflation  of  this  book  into  the 
Englifli  language,  by  Mr.  Kampfmiiljer,  and  edit- 
ed by  the  Writer,  with  his  notes,  pointing  one  the 
caufes^  of  their  nnfucccfsful  cafes,  is  already  before 
the  Public,  I fhall  only  give  here  a general  account  of 
the  Cafes,  and  the  obfer^ations  of  the  Danifh  Editors 
upon  them.  Previous  to  entering  on  the  experi- 
rrients,  profeffors  Heriioldt  and  Rafn  addrel's  the 
Public  as  follows : 

Having  perufed  the  American  teftlmonies  re- 
fpefting  the  efficacy  of  the  Metallic  Tracflors,  and 
having  feen  it  confirmed  by  fo  great  a number  of 
charadlers  worthy  of  credit,  fome  of  whom  are 
known  to  us,  as  enlightened  phyficians,  and  of  great 
reputation,  it  was  natural  that  this  fhould  awaken  in 
us  a defire  of  trying  the  experiments.  Theimpo- 
tency  of  medicine  in  mofl  of  the  difeafes  mentioned, 
and  the  reflection  that  Perkin  ism- was  neither 
troubleibme,  or  a very  coflly  remedy,  and  that  it  did 

not 


^ On  the  firfl  mention  of  the  term  Perktnism 
in  the  Danifli  p.amp'nlet,  M.  Herholdt  has  this 
note,  Ad  modum  Gnlvamcumf  viz.  That  like  Gal- 
vanism, they  derive  tlis  term  from  the  name  of 
the  Difeoverer. 
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not  occafio^i  the  leafl  inconvenience,  but  on  the  con- 
trary was  faid  to  afford  relief  ciirj,  tuto,  et  iucundcy* 
were  all  motives  to  increafe  tliis  defire.  This  in- 
duced us  to  inform  our  practifmg  phyficinns  of  the 
contents  of  the.- pamphlet,  to  engage  them  to  pro- 
cure the  Tractors,  and  to  try  their  efficacy,  llere 
follows  the  refult  of  the  experiments,  fo  far  as  tfiey 
have  been  communicated  to  us,  and  made  by  our- 
felves.’" 

The  fii'ft  communication  is  from  Prof  essoin 
ScHUMACH ER,  fenior  Surgeon  in  Frederic’s  Hofpi- 
tal,  in'  which  is  detailed  various  trials  with  Dr.  Per- 
kins’s Tractors,  and  fevej'al  other  metals,  as  Silver ^ 
Lead)  Bifntiitb)  Zink)  UraJ:yIyon?A'\CiCopper)  on  nine  dif- 
ferent fubjef\s.^  one  or  two  of  thefe  Cafes-  ffiall  be. 
given. 

Case  I. — Acute  Pain  in  the  Knee, 

Toftegaard,.  aged  3 1,  lying  in  the  Tick  room, 
letter  I,  had,  on  the  13th  February,  an  acute  pain  in  the- 
right  knee.  All  thefe  feveral  metals,  except  the 
Tractors,  were  applied.  On  the  application  of  fome 
of  them  he  felt  a burning  pain  to  tlie  toes,  and  after- 
wards relief.  The  points  of  ebony  and  ivory  were 
tried  ; no  fuch  heat  was  tl>en  perceived.  During 
the  application  there  feemed  fome  mitigation  of  pain, 
but  it  immediately  retiimeJ  *.  The  metals  were  ufed 
again,  and  afforded  evident  relief;  and  on  being  re- 
peated daily,  until  the  prefent  8th  of  March,  (23 
days)  the  difeafe  is  almofi;  entirely  gone. 


* Tins  cafe  has  been  inaccurately  Hated  by  a very 
refpcctahle  literary  Journal  in  this  country,  from  an 
error  in  tranflating;  and  though  it  was  corrected 
among  X.\\t  errata  in  the  number  for  the  next  month,, 
it  has  feveral  times  been  quoted.  Inftead  of  Hating 
that  the  pain  foon  returned  in  the  knee,  and  was  af- 
terwards cured  by  the  metaJs,  it  faid  ‘‘  the  ivory 
points  cured  tl\e  knee  ” 

F4 
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Case  11, -^Pterygium  Tnjiammatcrium. 

5?rnzEj  in  let.  H,  nged  25,  had  an  inflamed  fdm  on. 
the  Jfft.  eye.j  wish  pains  in  the  facey  but  mote  particu- 
lany  in  her  head.  T he  various  metals  before  men- 
iioned  were  applied,  frvorn  fome  of  which  fne  ex-, 
perienced  l-enefit.  On  atrial  of  the  points  of  ivory 
aiul  cboii}*,  t!ie  eye  was  for  a moment  eafier  ; but 
f(K>n  npivelddy  which  was  not  obferved  on  the  ap- 
piicaiion  of  the  metals  *■-. 

Cass 


^ The  onj)ofers  of  the  Tractors  In  America,  at 
firib  alTerted,  that  tiieir  effects  were  afcribable  to  tl^e 
imagination  ; but  on  afcertainir.g  that  infants  and  ]->er- 
fons  in  epileptic  fits,  where  no  imagination  exited,, 
were  alike  relieved,  then  ii  was  faid  they  were  owing; 
to  the  mechanicnl  irrictdim  of  the  points  of  the  inflru- 
ments.  Relief  tiiey  urged  could  be  given  by  iincon- 
ducting  fubRances,  as  pointed  ivory,  &c.  This  mode 
of  explanation  proved  equally  erroneous  j for,  on 
enquiry,  thefe  pahents  were  always  found  to  be 
weak-minded  and  credulous,  and  their  complaints  of 
a nature  tiiat  could  not  Atfford  ocular  proof  of  an  alter- 
ation, On  trying  fuch  painted  fublla.nces  in  acute 
infiamiTiations,  as  ia  eryhpelas,  burns,  fcakls,  inflam* 
matrons  of  the  eyes,  &c.  it  was  found  that  the  difeafe, 
inflead  of  being  diminilhed,  was  increafed.  As  in 
the  inflamed  eye  above,  the  patient  might  be  induced 
to  fay  it  was  for  a moment  eafler,  yet  the  parts  toon 
fwelied,  and  becam.e  woiTe  from  their  irritation. 
Thus  the  pains  in  the  knee  alfo,  in  Cafe  I.,  is  laid  tq. 
have  been  mil;i gated,  but  it  foon  returned,  and  was  af- 
terwards cured  by  the  metals.  The  influence  of  fear 
is  well  known  from  the  common  occurrence  of  the 
celfation  of  pain  in  a tooth,  when  the  terrific  inflrii- 
ment  for  extracting  it  is  prefeiued  to  the  view  of  the 
alarmed fifftrer.  This,  hywevei',.  only  obferved  in  ^ 
3^  cym  plaints 
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Case  III. — Tam  in  the  Side  and  Head. 

Luis  Paulsen,  in  let.  S.  S.  aged  38,  had  a violent 
pain  in  the  left  fide  and  the  back  part  of  h'S  head. 
He  -was  P e k k 1 n i s e d wit  h t he  T ractors  only  once, 
and  th  ^ pain  ceafed,  tiiough  fome  foreiitfs  remained 
a Hiort  time  afterwards. 

The  fecond  communication  is  from  K ltnberc. 
Surgeon  of  Ps.eferve  in  the  Navy,  and  Candidate  at 
Fi'ederic’s  Hofpital.  He  ftates  that  a lady,  who  was 
afflicted  with  a moil 

Violent  TJoeumatic  Pain 

hi  her  hip,  attended  with  great  fciffnefs,  received 
the  operation  ot  the  Tractors,  and  was  fo  much 
benefited  ‘‘  that  ffle  could  tread  upon  the  ground 
and  even  walk  fome  Aeps,  which  ffle  had  not  been 
able  to  do  for  nine  weeks  before. 


The  Uiird  communication  is  from  Mr.  N.  C.  B, 
Steffens,  Surgeon,  and  Candidate  at  Frederic’s- 
Hofpital.  He  flates  three  cafes.  The  firft  relates 
a relief  of  a Sciatica,  the  fecond  a Nervous 
Head  -ACH  E,  and  the  third  as  follows : 

Case  111.-— Nervous  HeacTAche*. 

Professor  Schumacher  applied  the  Trac- 
tors upon  myfelf  for  a nervous  head-ache.  I will  there- 
fore, as  well  as  I can,  defCribe  to  you  my’  fenfations 
during  the  operation,  and  the  effects  1 felt  from  it. 

The 


complaints  unattended  withacute  external  inflamma- 
tion j when,  therefore,  experiments  are  made  to 
afeertain  this  point,  they  ffiould  not  be  tried  on  pains 
which  may  be  frightened  away  in  rcalinjiammalory- 
dfeafes^ 


io6 


Perkins’s  metallic  tractors  : 

The  ProfelTor  conducted  the  Tractors  from  the 
temple  to  the  hinder  part  of  the  head  ; after  fome 
minutes,  it  feemed  to  me  as  if  the  pain  fpread  over 
the  whole  head.  It  centered  afterwards  in  tlie  frontal 
region^  on  applying  the  Tractors  there,  it  changed 
into  a heavy  pain  over  both  eyes,  and  in  a cpiaiter  of 
an  hour  it  entirely  left  me.'’ 


EXPERIMENTS  with  Perrixism,  on  .the 

PHYSICIANS  SIDE  OF  FREDERICKS  HOSPITAL. 

Thefe  are  eleven  in  number,  and  ftated  by  F.  L. 
Bang,  M.  D profelTor  and  firft  phyfician  to  the 
hofpitaL  Among  others  are  the  follow^ing  cafes  i 

Case  I.  Gouty /Affection* 

Maria,  aged  29,  had  for  more  than  a year 
gouty,  pains ^ which  ^vere  increafed  at  night,  and  a 
preternatural  excrefcence  fexoRofesJ  on  both  fhins. 
After  having  applied,  for  four  weeks,  mercurials, 
internally  and  externally,  and  at  laflthe  hunger  cure 
the  pain  confined  itfelf  folely  to  the  exoftofes  on  the 
liiias,  where  it  was  almofl  i'nfupportable.  Perk i n» 
ISM  was  tried,  and  during  the  operation  the  pain 
was  confiderably  increafed,  but  ceafed  almoft  ciir 
tirely  half  an  hour  after.  The  experiment  has  been 
repeated  four  times  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  and  alfo 
a great  abatement  of  the  exoflofes.” 

Case  il.  Pains  in  the  Hip, 

Joseph,  aged  49,  came  into  the  hofpital  the' 
loth  of  February.  He  had  violent  pains  in  the  left  hipy 

which 


^ I am  not  acquainted  with  this  huncerkur, 
but  prefume  it  is  fome  fyflem  of  ftarvation  in  ufe  in 
Copenhagen;  as  it  has  been  aflerted  formerly,  that 
a flridl  adherence  to  a plan  of  this  kind  would  cure 
the  venereal  difeafe/’  Tranflator# 
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wliich  extended  all  over  the  exterior  part  of  the  leg 
and  thigh,  and  u ere  fo  infup portable,  that  the  pa- 
tient could  not  put  his  foot  on  the  ground.  They 
always  iiicreafed  at  night ; but  the  firft  caufe  of  his 
illnefs  lie  afcribcd  toanetfoit  in  lifting. 

Without  employing  any  other  remedy  the  Trac- 
tors were  tried.  From  the  c(-mmencement  of  the 
experiments,  the  patient  w\as  eafed  ; and  with  the 
conftant  daily  ufe,  the  pain  at  laft  difappeared  en- 
tirely in  the  hip,  and  defeended  to  tlie  leg  and  foot, 
where,  according  to  his  declaration,  it  continues  to 
diminifh  fo  far  that  he  can  very  well  walk  about. 
The  places  in  the  hip  and  the  thigh,  which  the  Trac- 
tors touched,,  turned  quite  white,  and  wil.h  thi:> 
change  of  colour  the  paiii  went  olf. 

EAp^riments  by  Mr.  Hahn,  Sur^e-,n  of  Divlfon, 
Case  I - Rlh  lona^lc  Fni>is. 

An  elderly  lady  had,  for  about  eight  days,  fuf 
fered  much  from  rhi  urn-iti: pEni  in  both  her  fhoulders. 
By  my  jirefcription.  Dr.  Pa  t kins’s  Metallic Timc'^ov: 
were  applied  to  her  by  a girl,  and  the  pain  was  fo 
mucli  leffeiied,  that  fhe  has  not  fmee  required  any 
medicine.. 

Remarks  on  the  theory  of  Perkinism  : 
Communicated  to  Surgeon  II  E R H O I.  D T , i*)  P . C . A B I L D- 
GAARD,  M.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Rcynl  ydcademy  of 
Sciences  at  Ccpenhagfrii  VrofeJJoi-  cf  Natural  lIiJlo}y\ 
and ftrjl  Leciurer  in  tie  Vetsrinayy  College.. 

‘‘  You  wifh  for  an  account  of  my  Experiments  with 
Dr.  Perkins’s  Traylors.  Thofe  which  I have  lii- 
therto  had  time  and  opportunity  to  make,  are  fofew 
in  number,  and  fo  little  inPru^Ive,  that  they  fcarce 
defervetobe  noticed.  I (hall  therefore  firll  conn  mu- 
nicate  to  you  my  thoughts  on  the  pliyfical  impor- 
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tance  of  this  difcovery,  and  the  reafons  which  deter-' 
mined  me,  on  becoming  acquainted  with  its  merits, 
to  confider  it  as  a fubjed’  deferving  a fair  inveftiga-' 
tion  ; and  not  to  be  rejeded,  becaufe  we  cannot  im- 
mediately fee  the  connexion  between  the  caufe.  and 
effect  in  this  operahon.  But  not  to  be  milled  by  top 
great  zeal  for  every  thing  which  may  contribute  to' 
the  improvement  of  human  knowledge,  and  pai'ti- 
ciilarly  to  that  which  enables  us  to  alleviate  the  pain 
and  difeafes  of  fuffering  hiimanityj  we  ouglit ntd: 
yet  to  be  too  confident  in  oar  belief  that  Dr.  Per- 
kins’s Traftorsjconfulered  as  medical  remedies,  will 
acquire  that  great  and  im})ortant  value  ; or  w iiether 
they  will  poffefsthe  merit  of  being  much  more  than 
a palliative  to  difeafes.  But  even  if  we  confider  this 
difcovery  merely  in  a philofophical  view,  it  deferves 
the  thorough  attention  of  medical  men,  and  particu- 
larly that  of  phyfioiogiils. 

It  is  finguiar,  that  in  phyfic  many  remedies  are 
daily  employed  j the  good  effect  of  which  is  no  other- 
wife  warranted,  than  that  they  have  not  hindered  the 
cure  of  the  patient  ; and  though  it  is  notorious,  that 
in  many  difeafes  the  fum  of  twenty  or  thirty  rix-dol- 
iars  is  often  expended  for  medicines^  which  altogether 
have  not  fo  much  effect  upon  the  human  body  as 
one  good  dimer  j and  that  though  W'e  fcarce  know  the 
true  phyfical  caufe  of  the  effeCl  of  one  of  the  thou- 
fand  remedies  which  are  employed,  yet  are  in  ge- 
neral fo  unreafonable  as  to  ufe  new^  medicines,  folely 

becaufe 


We  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  Profelfor,  by 
this  obfervation,  meant  to  convey  the  idea,  that  in 
order  to  a proper  invefligation  of  a new'’  dodfrine, 
one  fiiould  abfolutely  be  prejudiced  againft  it  ; but 
only,  that  fome  caution  is  neceffary,  that  w^e  do 
not  fubferibe  to  its  merits  before  they  are  thoroushly 
j^roved. 
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f^ecaufe  tliey  agree,  either  in  reality  or  imagination, 
iu  fume  ineafnre  witii  thofe  liitherto  known  *, 

As  we  are  accuAomed  to  lmti  ploy  roo/j,  herbs ^ JaltSy 
he.  as  remedies,  nothing  more  is  required  to  p.utall 
the  phyficians  of  Europe  in  motion,  than  that  a nev7 
root,  herb,  or  fait  be  recommended,  as  particularly 
efficacious  in  fome  difeafe  ; and  yet  repeated  experi- 
ence teaches,  that  very  little  would  be  loO:  if  all  tlte  . 
new  remedies  of  that  kind  which  have  come  into  nfe 
thefe  laffi  thirty  years,  had  remained  unknown. 
Thefe  conf;derations,  however,  carry  me  beyond 
what  I propofed  at  the  prefem  time  ; I ffiall  there- 
fore ft<’p,  and  communicate  to  you,  in  a few  words, 
my  rlioughts on  the  phyhcal  cffcdl  of  Dr.  Perkins’s 
Tradfors  on  the  animal  body.- 

It  is  known,  that  all  bodies  which  evaporate 
become  cle<ffrifred,  generally  negatively,  but  fome- 
fimes  pofitively;  and  that  the  vapour  is  in  the  firfl 
cafe  positively,  and  in  the  lafl  negatively  ele(51:rified  ; 
confequently  it  mud  be  the  fame  with  the  animal 
body,  wheie  tiie  exhalation  is  condant,  thoiigli,  for 
well  known  reafons,  it  cannot  be  obferved,  Inn  by 
artificial  and  very  nice  experiments.  Hence  it  fo’-- 
lows,  that  if  a perfon  holds  the  point  of  a Metallic 
Tiadlor  againd  the  fuifaceof  the  body  of  another 

peifciw, 

* It  is  a very  common  tiling  for  fome  medical 
men,  to  affedl  not  to  employ  any  remedies  in  their 
pradlice,  unlefs  they  underfland  their  modus  operandi ; 
When  at  the  fame  time,  as  ProfelTor  Ab ildg  aard 
juftly  obferves,  the  manner  of  tlie  adfion  of  a great 
proportion  of  medicines  in  daily  ufe  is  totally  un- 
known. As  fatisfadlory  an  explanation  can  be  given 
of  the  phyfical  operation  of  the  Tradlors  in  removing 
pains,  as  of  mercury  m curing  the  [yphilis,  of  opium  in 
procuring  deep,  &c. ; and  yet  many  \vill  rejedf  the 
former,  even  in  oppofition  to  fadls,becaufe  they  can- 
not comprehend  the  theory  of  their  adtion  ! 
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perfon,-  ami  they  are  both  at  that  moment  either  ne- 
gatively or  pofitively  eledrifieti,  no  effect  is  produc- 
ed j but  if  they  have  electricities  oppofite  to  one  an- 
other, then  the  electricities  will  he  either  removed 
or  diminifhedin  both, -and  therefore  in  both  an  alter- 
ation will  happen. 

Now  fuppofe,:for  example,  that  a perfon  who 
has  the  gout  in  a part  of  his  body,  through  a want 
of  perfpiration  in  that  part,  it  becomes  pofitively 
eleCti'ified,  while  in  the  mean  time  the  other  per- 
fpiring  parts  of  the  body  are  negatively  eleCfriffe^l  ; 
it  follows,  that  this  difeafed  part  would  liave  its 
equilibrium  of  eleClricity  reffored,  by  means  of  the 
dillribution  of  the  negative  eleClricity  in  the  body 
to  the  pofitive,  which  is  the  part  difeafed  : or,  fup- 
pofing  the  negative  eleClricity  of  tlie  body  had  fo 
muclt  intenfity  that  it  could  communicate  its  over- 
plus to  the  difeafed  part,  the  gout  would  probably  be 
removed.  Suppofing,  again,  that  a perfon  in  health, 
who  is  negatively  eleClriffed,  holds  the  point  of  a 
TraClor  towards  this  difeafed  parr,  which  was  juft- 
faid  to  have  its  equilibrium  of  eleClricity  reftored, 
yet,  without  touching  it,  he  will  by  this  excite  po- 
fitive eleClricity  in  the  difeafed  part;  Imt  if  he 
touches  the  part  with  the  TraCfor,  he  will  commu- 
nicate to  it  his  own  negative  eleClriciry,  and  thus  in 
both  cafes  excite  eleClricity  in  the  pajt  difeafed. 
This  is,,  in  brief,. ray  opinion  of  the  matter. 

Againft  this  explanation,  of  the  caufe  of  the. 
effects  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  Tractors,  may  be  objected, 
that  as  the  animal  body  is  a conductor,  it  could  not. 
become  eleCtpical  uulefs  it  was  infulated : but  againft 
this  objection  I fhallonly  alledge  three  phenomena,, 
which  are  partly  known,,  and  partly  very  eafy  to 
try,  and  which  invalidate  entirely  this  objection.. 
One  is,  that  in  w'ater  itfelf,  wdiich  is  an  excellent, 
conductor,  eleCtrical  fiih  can  produce  very  ftrong. 
electrical  (hocks.  The  fecond  is,  that  in  the  Gal- 
vanic 
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vanie  experiments,  where  two  pieces  of  metals  are 
put  upon  a naked  mufcle,  no  eife<ft  is  produced  un-. 
til  thefe  two  pieces  of  metal  either  touch  one  an- 
other immediately,  or  are  brought  into  conjuiuSHon 
with  a fourth  condudor.  Here  the  animal  body  is 
not  a fuiHcient  conduftor.  The  third  inftance  is^ 
w'herc  a piece  of  zink  is  put  upon  the  fuvface  of  the 
tongue,  and  a piece  of  gold  or  filver  on  the  other, 
and  brought  either  immediately  into  contadl  with 
one  another,  or  through  the  medium  of  a third  me- 
tal, the  flrong  eledrical  tafte,  as  known,  is  per-- 
ceived  on  the  tongue  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  if  the 
finger  be  ufed  as  a condudlor  between  the  two  me- 
tals, tile  ele<fliical  tafle  is  not  perceived,  even  if  the 
linger  be  wet. 

I liave  befides  made  another  experiment,  which 
deferves  to  be  remarked,  and  which  proves,  that 
Dr.  Perkins’s  Tra6lors,even  in  confequence  of  their 
form,  a6l  differently  from  metals  of  any  other  fliape.. 
If  in  the  known  experiment  to  excite  a fiaQi  in  the 
eye,  by  putting  a plate  of  zink  between  the  cheek, 
and  teeth,  on  one  fide  of  the  mouth,  and  a filver  or 
gold  plate  on  the  other,  and  bringing  them  into  im-- 
mediate  contad,  you  make  ufe  of  zink  of  pape  of 
a T radlor  on  one  fide,  and  one  of  gold  or  filver  on 
the  other,  inflead  of  the  platc^y  and  bring  them  into 
contadl,  no  flafh  is  produced.  It  is  a'fo  the  fame 
when  you  bring  two  plates  into  conta<5l  with  one 
another,  by  means  of  the  Metallic  ^ra&ors. — If,  on. 
the  contrary,  you  employ  for  the  experiment  a plate 
of  zink  on  one  fide  of  the  mouth,  and  a gold,  filver, 
or  iron,  of  the  fliape  of  2,T'raBor,  on  the  other,  and 
bring  them  into  contact,  only  a very  flight  flafli  is 
perceived. 

It  is  evident  how  much  knowledge  we  ftill  require 
to  be  able  to  determine,  what  in  each  given  cafe  can. 
and  miift  happen  in  regard  to  the  change  of  eledri- 
city  in  the  human  body.  Too  little  attention  has 

hitherto 
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hiii'iCrto  been  paid  to  the  important  part  which  elec- 
tricity ad>s  in  the  aidmal  ojconomy.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly poiiible  to  obtain,  by  fuitable  experiments,  more 
licht  on  this  interefiing  fubjed:  ; but  for  this  purpofe 
another  Santorinus  is  neceiTary.  Among  many 
otiier  tilings,  one  would,  without  doubt,  alfo  learn, 
that  our  beds  have  an  effed  upon  the  body,  which 
is  not  indifferent,  :ind  which  has  not  liitherro.  been 
duly  conhdered.  They  have  an  influence  on  the 
fiuidions  of  tiae  body,  not  only  in  fo  far  as  they  keep 
it  more  or  lefs  w^arm,but  even  in  regard  to  eledricity. 
He  who  deeps  or  reds  on  a feather  bed,  or  hair- 
mattrefs,  is  in  an  infulated  date,  if  the  bed  and  li- 
nen dre  peifcdlydry:  the  contrary  takes  place  if 
they  are  damp. 

‘‘  Here  follow  my  Experiments  with  Dr.  Per- 
kins’s Traders. 

I.  If  the  point  of  thefe  Traders  is  held  towards 
the  tongue  of  different  perf'ons,  yet  without  touching, 
it,  tliey  generally  declare  they  feel  a partly  four  and 
partly  metallic  tade. 

II.  In  paffing  the  point  of  the  Traders  over  tluj 
face  of  different  perions,  without  touching  therr,. 
tome  feel  a kind  of  crawling,  others  a pi  ickiing  fen- 
fation,  and  feme  are  not  aded  upon  al  all. 

III.  1 direded  the  point  of  the  Trader  s towards  dif- 
ferent plaits  of  the  face  of  a lady  of  a very  irritable 
habit,  whofe  eyes  were  blinded,  and  die  could  always 
tell  me  near  -which  part  of  the  face  the  Trader  was.. 
Two  others,  of  lefs  fenfibiUty,  on  whom  I made  the 
fame  experiment,  did  not  fo  didindly  perceive  this 
effed. 

iV.  I am  fubjed  to  a pain  in  the  knees,  after  fitting 
dill  for  a long  time.  I have  three  times  removed  this 
pain,  fir.fl  from  one,  and  then  from  the  other  knee, 
by  dicking  Dr.  Prrk ins’s  Tradors  through  the 
breeches,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  knee,  fo  that  the 
points  touched  the  fkin. 


V.  A mar- 
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V.  A married  lady,  aged  29,  who  had  been  the 
whole  winter  fnbje6i  to  r hew, latic  palm  in  the  head} 
and  tried  different  renrredies  without  fuccefs,  heg- 
gcd  me  to  try  tlie  flkks  ns  tl-^e  called  them.  I held 
the  iron  coloured  Trador,  witliout  touch, ing  her, 
towards  the  temples,  where  die  then  felt  the 
I-ain,  and  after  home  minutes  (he  alfured  me,  with 
great  joy,  that  it  was  gone  ; yet  a quarter  of  an 
hour  after  fne  feit-  it  in  the  eye  of  tlie  fame  fulc,. 
I moved  the  ]ioint  of  theTradtor  \_d<..r N j(hr\  only, 
for  a minute  over  the  eye,  wlien  that  was  aifo  gone. 
— Later  in  live  evening fne  complained  however  again 
of  home  pain  in  tiie  tem]des,  hnt  in  a miE:h  lefs  de- 
gree.— Tlie  next  day  file  frill  felt  fome  renuinS of  ir.. 
and  wanted  to  try  again  the  effedl  of  tlie  Tractors, 
They  were  now  drawn  over  in  contact  with  the  part, 
and  it  ceafed. — -Four  days  have  fince  palled,  and  Qie 
has  been  moftly  free  from,  pain,  and  only  had  fenfa- 

tions 


* The  Monthly  Review,  with  the  fame  ihrpofuioa 
it  difpbyed  in  mifrejirefenting  the  cafes  inmy  former 
fcreatife  on  The ■hjli<ence  nf  Metallic  Tra!'^}ors  no-, 
ticsd  in  the  ‘‘Preliminary  Ohfervations,”  has,  in  a 
have  critique  on  thisDanifh  publication,  taken  the  li- 
berty ro  tranflate  this  a “ a-iilT — The  word  a 

nail,  it  is  true  is  ufed  above;  but  it  was  fo  evident  to 
the  tranflator  of  tin's  work  to  be  an  error  of  theprefs 
that  he  tra-^flated  it  tlie  “ iron  colored  Tradlor,”  for 
in  this  place,  Ipeakingof  the  repetition  of  the  appli- 
cation, the  words  ‘‘ r/f?*  NadTij'  tlie  needle,  or  Trac- 
tor is  rxprffily  ufed. — Tile  critic  will  undoubtedly 
cbiim  Itis  ri  gilt  to  eritertain  wh.at  opinion  he  jile-ah'S, 
on  the  fii  ff  mention  cT  tlie  term  ; but,  to  tranflate 
dcr  N.idel  (the  word  whicli,  through  the  whole  book, 
is  ufed  to  fignify  TrMlor ) a nail,  is  a liberty  which 
was  not  expeded^  even  from  tlic  Monthly  Review.. 


XI4  Perkins’s  METALLIC  TRACTORSf 

tions  of  it  in  a much  (lighter  degree  than  for- 
merly *• 

Mr.  C HARLES  GoDLOB  RaFN,  Surgeon  andJJfffn- 
General  in  the  Commercial  and  0 Economical  CoJ.gc, 

C A s E.  — RkcumaPfm, 

Among  the  various  experiments  I-  have  made 
with  Pkrkinism,  one  on  my  own  perfon  is  moH 
fatisfa<!Hory . — A fter  having  been  three  days  tormented 
with  a rheumatic  pain  in  my  back^  which  daily  in- 
creafed  in  violence,  I determined  to  try  the  effedls  of 
Dr.  Perktvs’s  Metallic  Tradfors.  The  applica- 
tion was  made  in  a room  of  the  tem.perature  of  be- 
tw'een  ten  and  twefve  degrees  of  Reaumur,  and  at  a 
time  when  my  pain  was  very  violent.  After  having 
operated  with  them  for  five  or  fix  minutes,  partly 
with  each  of  the  Traffors  alternately,  and  partly 
with  both  at  once,  the  pain  difappeared  entirely,  and 
1 have  not  felt  any  fmce. 

This  rheumatic  pain  produced  a fenfation  like 
a contraflion  in  the  cellular  membrane.  I could 


* EleOricity  and  Galvanifm  are  now  juft  enough 
involved  in  myftery  to  afford  an  ingenious  theorift  an 
ample  field  for  expatiating  on  the  piinciple  of  this 
metallic  operation.  Tlie  opinion  of  t h.is  learned  pro- 
feffor,  fo  well  known  in  the  plniofophic  world  for 
his  difcoveries  in  Eleftricity,  will  by  many  be  highly 
regarded. — For  my  own  part,  however,  I miift  ob- 
ferve,that  as  theories  on  almoft  every  operation  in  na- 
ture, and  el'pecially  on  medical  fiibjedts,  are  generally 
asvarious  as  the  ingenious  individuals  who  give  them, 
I fhall  confine  myfelfto  what  I conceiveOf  moreim- 
portance,  viz.  F AC  T s ; articles  more  lubftantial  in 
their  nature,  and  ufeful  in  their  tendency.  While 
fadls  remain,  it  is  hoped  th  t forae  few  may  be  found, 
who  allow  the  metallic  practice  to  poffefs  a little  me- 
rit, if  the  principle  of  its  operation  is  not  thoroiiglily 
developed. 

obferve 
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SIS 


oblVrve  at  each  ftroke  of  the  Traders  a kind  of  re- 
laxation and  yielding  in  the  places  where  they  touch- 
ed. I did  not  perceive  the  ufiial  burning,  but  only 
a titillation  fj'om  their  irritation.  Tlie  Ikin,  how- 
ever, grew  red,  and  mucli  warmer  than  the  oti'ier 
parts  of  my  body,  yet  without  fweat.  1 negleclrcd 
to  obferve  the  degree  of  heat  by  the  thermometer. 

Three  weeks  after  I repeated  the  fame  opera- 
tion for  as  long  a time,  and  on  the  fame  pi  ice,  winch 
was  quite  well,  and  free  from  pain.  The  lk<n  nei- 
tlier  grew  red,  or  warmer,  nor  did  I feel  that  i elax- 
ation  in  the  cellular  membrane,  which  I obferved  on 
the  firft  trial.  The  pain  alfo,  in  the  former  exj)erU 
ment,  became  evidently  greater  in  the  place  where 
each  Oroke  of  the  Trador  terminated,  but  in  this 
cafe  nothing  of  that  kind  was  obferved.  Other  per- 
fons,  on  whom  I have  applied  theTradors,  have  iiad 
the  fame  fenfation. 


Experiments  of  Professor  Herholdt. 

“ From  the  trials  I have  made,  I find  Perktn  ism, 
like  all  otlier  remedies,  is  indeterminate  and  relative 
in  its  eifeds.  The  pradical  phyfician,  in  the  prefent 
date  of  our  experience,  cannot  vjith  certainty  predid 
the  event  of  every  application.  A circumftance  fa- 
vourable to  Perkinism  is,  that  if  it  is  not  attended 
with  Inccefs,  it  appears  to  be  incapable  of  doing  harm. 
I (hall  quote,  of  many,  only  a few  experiments. 

A girl,  about  19'years  of  age,  had' for  fome  days  a 
Fixed  Gouty  A^id^ion  in  the  Hand  and,  Fingers* 
r applied  the  Tradors.  In  a quarter  of  an  hour  the 
pain  and  inflammation  were  gone,  and  the  fingers 
as  pliable  as  her  other  hand.  She  fat  immediately 
down  to  fewing,  and,  to  the  aftonifiimcnt  of  many 
perfons,  has  been  able  from  that  lime,  w'hich  is  now 
five  weeks  fince,  to  ufe  her  hand  as  well  as  ever.’' 

Cass 
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Cas  v.^Pain  ami  Sti^nc(s  \n  the  Neck. 

A 45  years  of  age,  oii  the  4th  of  March,  in 
rl^e  riigi'ir,  v/as  feized  ^vith  a fixed  ]Nuri  in  the  najie 
of  tliC  neck,  which  would  not  permit  him  to  move 
the  he;\d.  In  ilic  rooming  his  wife  applied  Dr.  Per- 
kins’s Trado'rs,  aad  in  half  an  hour  he  was  per- 
fectly caredd’ 

C AS  E— Strangury. 

**  -Another  man,  30  years  of  age,-  had  a gonorrhea^. 
rise  dkcliaige  from  which  w^as  checked  by  bad  treat- 
H'^enr,  and  he  fufTered  from  a Jlrangwy.  I advifed' 
him  ro  draw  tlie  'FraPn^rs  lighstlv  on  the  fKin  along” 
the  uretha.  During  th.e  application  the  niauer  flow- - 
fd  freely,  and  in  a quarter  of  an  hour  the  pain  very 
much  dimini(l-!ed.  He  av3s  afterwards  cured  of  the- 
gonon  hea  by  the  ufual  re  me. -lies.” — 

rif  Perkinism  has  no  influence  in  venereal  dif- 
esfes;  and  if,  on  the  contrai’v,  it  appears,  by  various 
experiments,  that  it  mitigates  the  fyraptoms  of  a 
common  gonorrhea,  this  might  perhaps  be  another 
proof  agalnft  the  identity  of  thofe  tv\o  poifons.] — 

Befides  thefe  experinientSjto  which  I have  myfelf 
been  witnefs,  I am  authorized  to  flate,  that  Dr.  J. 
Bano,  Pliyfician  at  Soroe,  with  two  hundred  flrokes 
of  tlie  Traclors,  has  cured,  to  the  joy  and  aflonifb- 
ment  of  many,  a gentleman  of  rank,  who  v,’as  af- 
fli«fred  wtth  a vioUnt  gouty  pain  in  kis  hipS'-~~-‘ 

To  thefe  fucceed  fome  experiments  in  the  com- 
mon b.ofpinal  at  Copenhagen,  reported  by  M.  Ta- 
co e son,  Surgeon'  of  the  hofpitai;  among  which  is- 
the  followiiig 

Case  of  Fpilepfy. 

Barbara,  aged  34,  had  an  cpilpt'.c  fit  fome  years 
fmee,  on  feeing  a great  fire,  ^vith  -which  ho\vever 
five  iud  not  been  attacked  again  until  thea^tthof 

Marchy  . 
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j^iarch,  when,  in  confec|uence  of  anoth.er  ore,  which 
fhe  faw  through  a v\  indow,  the  was  feized  a fecoad 
time.  Since  this,  iTie  has  had  feverai  couvulfive  fits 
in  the  hofpital,  and  which  indeed  always  came  oil 
whenever  Ihe  faw  another  padent  in  convulfions. 

“ March  ^^oth.  She  complained  of  a \iolent  pain 
cn  one  JicU  of  the  heady  and  alio  a pain  in  the  I ft  annpit-. 
The  Tracdors  were  applied  doivn  along  her  cheek. 
During  the  C)'peration  (lie  felt  a moving  of  tlie  p<airi 
after  the  Tradtors,  and  it  became  let's  violent.  In 
the  afternoon  tlie  pain  had  confiderably  increafcd, 
hnd  lafbed  till  midnight,  accompanied  with  a per- 
fpiration.  The  31ft,  the  Trac'^oiS  Were  applied  fi  orri 
the  ai-mpit  doWii  as  far  as  the  fore  army  becaufe  file 
complained  of  a very  violent  p.iin  in  that  part.  She 
immediately  found  relief  there  alfo.  Towards  even- 
ing again  the  pains  increafed  and  were  attended 
W’itli  a numbnels  in  the  thumb,  and  profufe  fweat- 
ing,  after  wdiich,  iiowever,  the  w'as  eafier.  The 
next  day,  liT:  of  April,  PerkiniSm  was  repeated. 
The  relief  then  given  w’as  permanenh,  for  fince  that 
time  [fourteen  days]  fhe  has  not  complained  of  the 
leafl  pain.” 


♦ Plere  an  egregious  error  was  committed,  by  not 
repeating  the  ufe  of  the  Tradtors  at  evening,  wheh 
thofe  fevere  pains  came  on;  Although  Ihe  was  peri- 
fedlly  cured  after  thi  c'e  days  application,  fhe  would 
not  have  had  dccafioh  to  ufe  the  Tradlors,  even  the 
fe€ond  day,  had  they  been  faithfully  applied  on  the 
firfl  evening,  and  extended  along  the  arms  to  the 
ends  of  the  fingers,  and  efpecially  to  that  thumb  iS\ 
which  they  had  caufed  a numbneffi 
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OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  DANISH  EDITORS-^ 
PROFESSORS  HERHOLDT  AND  KAFN, 

On  Ferkhiijmy 

Kefultmg  ft  om  the  foregoing  Experiments. 

Thefe  are  the  mofl  important  experiments 
which,  to  our  knowledge,  have  been  made  in  Co- 
penliagen,  aild  the  opinions  of  our  firfl  philofpphers 
on  this  -remedy.  The  general  attention  which  it  at- 
tracted, not  only  of  phyficians>  but  other  charaClers 
alfo  con^^erfant  in  natural  hiftory,  and  the  defire  we 
obferved  in  both  to  obtain  a knowledge  of  the  etteCis 
the  TraCiors  had  produced  in  America,  prompted 
lis  to  publifh  immediately  what  w'e  knew  of  the 
fubjeCt,  otherwife  we  fhould  have  waited  patiently 
for  the  ‘time  when  a greater  number  of  experiments, 
and  a more  thorough  in  veil  i gat  ion,  could  have 
brought  the  fiibjeCl  to  ffill  greater  maturity. 

Through  this  early  publication,  we  gain  fo  much 
at  leafl,  that  medical  men  wdil  be  better  inifruCfed 
in  the  manner  of  ufing  the  Tractors;  and  obtain  a 
hint  in  what  difeafes  Perkinism,  either  in  America 
cr  Denmai'k,  has  been  moft  efficacious  5 • and  from 
thefe  ftatements  they  will  be  enabled  to  judge  with 
more  correCtnefs  of  the  real  merits  of  this  remedy. 
On  the  w'hole,  Perkinism  derives  an  advantage 
from  this,  that  our  experiments  have  not  been  made 
•with  a view  of  confirming  any  favourite  theory,  or 
of  fupporting  an  invented  hypothefis. 

We  do  not  find  it  pofiible  to  apply  with  any 
juftice  againfl  Perkinism,  the  arguments  and 
doubts  which  have  been  raifed  againfl  Animal 
Magnetism;  for  inflance,  thofe  in  M.  David- 
son’s letter  to  M.  Bi ester,  the  Librarian  at 
lin,  againfl  the  recent  experiments  of  Dr.  Pezold, 
contained  in  Reil’s  Archives  of  Phyfiology.  If 
the  experiments  at  Copenhagen  have  not  all  had 
that  complete  fuceefs  whkk  attended  thofe  in  Ame- 
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rlca>  they  have  ho’ivever  demonjh  ated  to  o ir  JalUf ai^ior-^ 
that  there  is  a gre^.t  deal  of  i\aliiy  at  botlom,  and  that 
Perkin  ISM  is  of  importance  to  the  Vhyfcian  \ anil,  as 
Abildgaaro  has  juftly  obferved,  “ merits  particu- 
larly the  thorough  attention  of  the  Phyriologiil.” 

The  Editois  next  make  fome  defukory  obferva- 
tions  on  the  theory  of  this  metallic  ojieration,  which 
they  think,  all  will  agree,  mult  be  explained  on  the 
principles,  either  of  mechanical  ftimulusy  eUchiatyy 
gidvanifn,  o-r  imagination  i but*  that  from  the  infant 
Hate  of  the  practice,  the  modus  operandi  is  not  yet 
completely  developed. 

They  however  remark,  that  the  obfervations 
which  Profelfor  Ab  I ldgaar  D has  communicated, 
induce  us  to  find  the  theory,  which  w’ith  his  ufual 
fagaciiy  he  has  given,  extremely  probable.  The 
ekects  which  he  produced,’'  fay  they,  “ cannot  be 
afcribed  to  a mechanical  irritation,  as  ths  Tradtors 
did  not  come  into  contadl  with  the  Ikin.  I'hat  a 
mechanical  itnprefiion  on  the  nerves  might  be  at- 
tended witli  fome  elfedls,  under  certain  particular 
aircumftances,  appears  pofiible  3 but  the  Profeifor’-s 
experiments,  and  others,  prove  that  Perk  in  ism 
does  not  acl  merely  by  its  irritation,” 


PART  IV, 

EXPERIMENTS  ON  ANIMALS. 

T.  HE  faiutary  efFedls  of  Tne  Tradfors  on  the  hit- 
man fubjcd,  muff  naturally  fuggeff,  to  refiecSling 
rhiuds,  the  probability  of  their  being  alfo  ufeful  in 
many  difeafes  of  the  Brute  Creation. 

In  America,  where  this  Pra(51ice  originated,  the 
experiments  on  animals  were  not  fo  numerous  as 
perhaps  might  be  expetfled,  confidering  the  high  re^ 
* putation 
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putation  wh'ch  it  kas acquired.  Dr.  PerkikSj  frofri 
tiie  time  he  fiiil  announced  the  difcoveiy,  wa'^ 
conllantiy  employed  in  the  Pra61ice  on  the  human 
fubjt'61;  and,  exceptirig  in  a accidental  cafes,  he 
had  no  leifure  or  opporiuniry  to  gipe  experiments  on 
animals  the  attention  they  me'rited.  The  few  trialsy 
however,  that  were  made  oh  that  fids  of  the  Atlantic^ 
hi  fome  topical  complaints  of  Horfes,  attended  with 
pain  and  inilammation,  were  in  niofl  inflances  com- 
pletely fuccefsrnl.  Sphains  am!  Contusions  were 
cured  in  a very  Ihort  time  by  the  Metallic  Pra6iice, 
I'lie  fmall,  but  very  jvainful  tumours>  which  often 
arife  under  the  faddle,  vulgarly  called  saddle 
Eoi^Ls,  were  alfo  very  readily  removed  by  this  ap- 
plication. One  esfe  of 

A Sprahi  ih'the  Fciflcrn, 

V hich  came  under  ray  oWn  ohfervationiii  America, 
i<  too  important  to  be  on'iBtted.  An  Horfe,  by  fome. 
accident  in  the  ftall,  received  a fevere  fpiain  in  the 
paftern  joint,  which  rendered  him  extremely  lame» 
From  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  hoof  on  that  foot,  and 
the  peculiar  adlions  hf  the  animal,  he  Was  fuppofed 
to.be  in  great  pain. 

I began  by  drawing  thb  Tractors  from  about  five 
inches  above  the  paflern,  and  conducing  them  down 
to  the  hoof,  taking  care  to  heai'  on  the  points  of  the 
Tractors  fufficiently  to  keep  them  continually  in 
contadl  wnth  the  Ikin.  In  a few  minutes  the  hot 
hoof  was  reduced  to  about  the  fame  temperature  as 
the  other.  From  being  fcarcely  able  to  put  his  foot 
to  the  ground)  he  becanje  fo  ranch  better,  from  the 
ufe  of  the  TraiSfom,  that  in  about  twelve  minutes  a 
gentleman  mounted  him  and  rode  him  away,  fcarcely 
perceiving  his  lamenefs.'-*- 

Tb'c  numerous  avocations  neceffarily  attached  to 
roy  other  pra61ice,  fmee  my  refidence  in  this  coun- 
try, have  totally  precluded  the  po^ibility  of  doing 

juflice 
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jiidice  to  ?.ny  experiments  on  animals,  and  In  con-  , 

letjuence  I liave  not  attempted  them;  for  th i fame  . 

reafon  I have  not  been  able  perfonally  to  comply  • 1 

witli  an  invitation  from  the  ingenious  Mr.  INIoor  - ; 

CROFT,  Surgeon  of  the  Veterinary  Kofpital,  to  ufe 
the  Tractors  in  that  place,  though  very  contriry  to  | 

my  willies.  A few  other  gentlemen,  ho  vever. 
more  at  Jeifure,  have  tried  the  Tractors  in  levcrai  ; 

cafes.  Thefe  expo»'iments  they  were  the  m('i  e rea*  ] 

dily  induced  to  make,  from  a wifh  to  afcertain  the  ’ 

validity  of  a hacknied  argument,  which  the  enemies  , 

to  the  Metallic  Practice,  with  more  zeal  than  dii- 
ci  etion,  have  urged  againft  it,  viz.  that  many  of  the 
cures  afcribed  to  the  influence  of  the  Tra<5lors  could  1 

be  effected  by  the  imagination.  The  relieving  of  a 
horfe,  it  fliould  feem,  would  be  conclufive  on  this  'i 

head  ; unlefs  thefe  ingenious  fceptics  can  alfo  prove, 
that  that  quadruped  polTefles,  in  common  with  man- 
kind, an  equal  brilliancy  of  imagination  ; that  his 
inie/le<^ual  endowments  are  not  inferior  to  our  owm  ; jl* 

and  that  tlie  anifna  rationalis,  hitherto  confidered  as  j 

one  of  the  diftinguifliing  attributes  of  man,  is  alfo  ; 

equally  apparent  in  the  brute.  J 

Some  of  the  following  pages  (hall  be  appropriated  ; 

to  fuch  experiments  as  have  been  communicated. 

In  Surgeon  Lang  worthy’s  Tra6l,  which  we  ;i 

have  already  had  occafion  to  notice,  we  have  fome  f 

obfervations  on  this  fubjedl,  and  an  account  of  one 
experiment  at  Bath,  which  he  introduces  as  follows: 

From  the  morbid  afifeiHiions  to  which  man  is  by 
nature  liable,  the  tranfition  is  natural,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  philofopher,  to  fuch  animals  as  contribute  to  the 
ufe  and  comfort  of  fociety.  No  one  can  doubt  of 
the  excellence,  in  this  refpedl,  of  that  noble  animal 
the  Horfe.  If  a more  rational  and  methodical  treat- 
ment of  this  quadruped  has  engaged  the  attention  of  , 

the  characters  of  the  nation,  who  have  lately 
G palironifed 


i 


122  i»ERKINS’S  METALLIC  TRACTORS! 

patronifed  an  hofpital  eflablifhment  at  Sorters  Town, 
near  London,  is  it  not  natural,  by  fair  indudlion,  to 
endeavour  to  afcertain  how  far  this  animal  can  be 
affedied  by  oiir  Metallic  Powers..  The  following 
inftance  will  probably  appear  to  deferve  the  atten- 
tion of  many. 

“ A HORSE  of  N.  A.  Vigors,  Efq.  of  St.  James’s 
Square,  Bath,  in  landing  from  one  of  the  Holyhead 
packets,  fome  months  fince,  received  from'  the 
pulley- ropes 

Injury  in  his  Gamhril^ 

which  produced  a great  degree  of  fwelling,  extend- 
ing from  that  part  down  to  the  paflern,  and  up  to 
his  belly.  This  fwelling  took  place,  notwithBand- 
,ing  he  was  put  under  the  care  of  Ikilful  farriers  in 
Bath,  who  applied  various  ointments  without  any 
efFedl.  At  length  Mr.  Vigors  purchafed  a fet  of 
the  Tradtors,  and  immediately  applied  them  in  the 
prefence  of  many  fpedlators,  who,  in  a few  mi- 
nutes expreiTed  their  furprife  on  feeing  the  fwelling 
abate.  The  Tractors  were  ufed  live  times  only, 
when  the  fw^eliing  was  entirely  removed.  He  has 
continued  well  ever  fince,  and  has  performed  his 
regular  hunting.  It  is  now  fix  weeks  fince  the 
Tradtors  were  hrft  applied.” 


The  following  ftatement,  which  the  Author  has 
received  from  a charadter  of  great  refpedtability,  whli 
be  very  fatisfadtory  to  thofe  who  have  the  honour 
of  his  acquaintance. 

JOHN  DICICENSON,  ES<^.  OF  L E I G,H  T ON-H OUSE  , 
LEIGHTON-UUZZARD)  BEDFORDSHIRE,  TO  THE 

' author* 

Case— Contufiom, 

A Hunter  of  mine  was  difcovered  one  morning, 
about  the  middle  of  September  laft,  to  have  broken 
one  of  the  reins  belonging  to  her  halter.  She  was 
much  bniifed  about  the  head.  la  many  places  the 
Q hair 
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iKilr  was  rubbed  off,  her  hocks  were  much  fwobi, 
and  Ibe  was  very  ftiff  and  larae.  It  was  coacluded^ 
that  in  rubbing  her  head  with  her  hind-foot,  one  <>f 
the  reins  had  been  caught,  fo  as  to  draiv  her  legs 
together;  that  froin  the  natural  exertions  of  tlte 
animal  to  liberate  herfelf,  the  rein,  which  was  new 
and  flrong,  broke,  and  that  in  confequence  fhe  fell 
with  great  violence  againft  the  pillar  of  the  liail, 
by  which  the  liocks,  and  the  mufcles  on  one  fide 
leading  to  the  back  (which  perhaps  I do  not  defcribe 
fcientifically),  w^ere  fevercly  bruifed.  1 applied 
fpirits  of  wine  and  Goulard,  equal  parts,  without 
any  apparent  effe6l.  In  thi  ee  days  there  appeared 
two  large  fwellings,  one  above  the  hip-bone  near 
the  tail,  and  the  other  upon  the  rump,  each  as  large 
as  my  two  hands,  and  fo  hard  tis  not  to  yield  to 
prelTure.  I applied  the  fame  mixture  again,  and  hot 
fomentations,  without  any  effcdl.  The  next  day 
another  fweliing,  equal  in  fize  to  thofe  before  men- 
tioned, arofe  on  the  ffifie,  which  was  alfo  much  in- 
flamed and  fwoln.  The  mare  feemed  to  have  fo 
confiderable  a degree  of  fever,  and  heaved  fo  vio- 
lently in  tlie  flanks,  that  it  was  fuppofed  (he  would 
die.  We  then  tried  bleeding,  from 'which  (lie  was 
fomewhat  relieved,  but  we  could  not  obforve  that 
the  fwellings  w' ere  at  all  abated  on  the  following 
day. 

“ Having  witnefled  the  good  effe£ls  of  the  Trac- 
tors on  the  human  body,  in  cafes  of  inflammation,  I 
determined  to  try  them  on  this  animal.  They  wero 
accordingly  applied  to  the  difeafed  parts,  and  drawn 
to  the  extremities  j in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four 
liours  we  obferved  a very  great  redudlion  of  the 
fvvellings.  On  the  fecond  day  I attended  the  ope- 
rations myfelf  twenty  minutes,  during  which  time  I 
could  perceive  the  fwelHngs  fubfide,  and  the  parts  be- 
came cooler.  My  groom,  as  may  naturally  be  fup- 
pofecl,  had  but  little  fliith  in  the  efficacy  of  two 
fmall  pieces  of  pointed /netals,  neverthelefs  he  ex- 
G % preCfeU 
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prefied  his  furprize  and  convidlion  of  the  cure  that 
was  gradually  performing  by  the  Traders.  After 
continuing  their  ufe  three  times  a day,  for  four  days, 
the  fwellings  were  entirely  reduced,  and  in  the  place 
where  the  largeft  was,  above  the  hip-bone,  there 
appeared  a lofs  of  fieQi  nearly  equal  to  the  former 
extenfion.  In  a fortnight  this  began  to  fill  up,  and 
in  three  weeks  after  the  accident  happened,  the 
mare  performed  a journey  of  one-hundred-and-fifty 
miles  in  four  days,  and  has  been  perfedly  well  ever 
fince.  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  from  the 
time  the  Traders  were  firft  ufed,  all  other  remedies 
were  laid  afide. 

(Signed)  John  Dickenson.’* 

Leighton- Houfe,  i8th  Nov.  179S.” 

Since  the  date  of  the  above  report,  Mr.  Dick- 
enson has  informed  me  of  two  other  cures  per- 
formed by  the  Traders  on  his  horfes;  but  not  hav- 
ing received  from  him  a written  account  of  thefe 
cafes,  the  reader  muft  be  contented  with  the  brief 
mention  which  is  made  of  them  in  the  following 
communication.  

Mr.  John  Grant,  whofe  experiments  on  the 
human  body  the  reader  has  already  noticed,  [fee 
page  29.]  has  alfo  made  feveral  trials  on  animals, 
the  refult  of  which  he  obligingly  communicated. 
The  experiments  of  this  gentleman  having  been 
made  with  much  judgment  and  accuracy  of  obfer- 
vation,  his  reports  are  rendered  particularly  ini ereft- 
ing.  The  following  is  an  extrad  of  a letter,  dated 
Leighton  Buzzard,  4th  Month  20th,  2799. 

<<  Refpeded  Friend, 

<<  In  a former  letter,  I intimated  my  intention  of 
communicating  to  thee,  the  refult  of  fome  experi- 
ments on  animals,  which  have  fallen  under  my  own 
obfervatioii.  I have  now  an  additional  inducement 
for  executing  my  promife;  from  a convidion  arifmg 

from 
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from  the  beft  of  evidence,  that,  on  a proper  trial, 
this  Metallic  Pra61ice  will  be  found  of  extenfive 
utility  to  dealers  and  thofe  who  have  aa  intcreft  in 
cattle.  My  firft  trial  among  my  own  Horfes  was 
for 

Jin  Jl^'tBion  in  the  EyeSy 

in  a three  years  old  colt.  The  near  eye  appeared  to 
be  failing  very  rapidly  ; indeed  I apprehended  it  had 
already  advanced  to  that  date  from  which  it  could 
never  be  reclaimed.  I drew  the  Tractors  along  on 
the  edge  of  the  eye-lids,  down  the  cheek,  for  twenty 
minutes.  The  effeiSl  aftonilhed  me.  The  inflam- 
mation abated.  A film,  which  covered  nearly  the 
whole  eye,  was  in  the  courfe  of  a few  days  re- 
moved, and  the  eye  became  clear.  Not  long  after 
this  tlie  other  eye  failed.  The  Tra<ftors  were  ap- 
plied as  before,  and  with  the  fame  foccefs.  There 
is  a natural  defeft  in  the  eyes  of  this  animal,  which 
no  remedy  will  remove,  and  which  may  eventually 
terminate  in  blindnefs.  It  is  now  three  months 
fince  thefe  applications  were  made,  and  the  eye  yet 
remains  good.  The  efFecl  produced  in  this  cafe  is 
certainly  worthy  of  notice.  If  the  ufe  of  fo  im- 
portant 'an  organ  as  the  eye  of  a valuable  animal, 
can  be  prolonged  for  only  one  year,  by  fo  eafy  a re- 
medy, it  is  furely  worth  our  trial,” 

^ Wound  in  the  Eye  front  a Blow, 

One  of  my  Waggon  Horfes  had  a flroke  in  the 
eye  with  the  lafh  of  a waggon  whip.  1 at  firft 
apprehended  the  eye  was  loft.  This  however  ap- 
pearing not  to  be  the  faift,  we  drew  the  Traylors 
around  it,  as  in  the  former  cafe;  and  with  only  two 
operations  the  horfe  was  cured.” 

“ A gentleman  of  this  town  had  the  TraiTors 
tried  on  one  of  his  Horfes,  which  was  very  lame 
from  a 
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Sprain'  in  the  back  Sinenvs* 

-»\frer  ufing  them  three  or  four  times,  and  devotin;g 
thirty  minutes  to'  each  operation,  a peifeCt 
care  was  effedfede’' 

^ punShtred  Tendon » 

**  Another  Horfe,  belonging  to  the  fame  perfon, 
received  a wound  in  a tendon,  from  a thorn  tunning 
into  it,-  which  occafioned  much  injfiammation,  pain, 
and  lamencfs.  This  was  alfo  cured  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Tradlors.** 

I have  wdtndfed  the  good  efle(9.s  of  the  Metal- 
oc  ] l aaice  in  feveral  other  cafes,  where  partial  in- 
Ihmmiations  had  fallen  on  various  parts  of  the  body 
r t Horfes,  particularly  the  legs,  ih  igliS,  occa- 

sioned eitl'.er  by  improper  feeding  or  want  of  oxer- 
C'fe,  and  termed  by  farriers,  hvmuys,'''  1 have 
feen  inftammations  abated,  and  tumours  reduced  fo 
t.fu-.£lually  in  thefe  cafes,  by  drawing  the  Tradtors 
over  the  inflamed  and  fwelled  parts,  as  to  fuperfede 
,tlte  neceTity  of  fomentations,  embrocations,  <5;c. 
ocq.  the  ufual  remedies  on  fuch  occafions.  Should 
the  horfe  be  of  a full  habit,  I would  not  (miit 
bleeding.  1 have  further  noticed  their  good  effe^ls, 
when  applied  near  the  Ikies  of  W'our.ds.  The  k ui 
appearances  I have  obferved  to  becc^me  changed, 
and  a difpofitibn  to  heal  facilitated.  I could  relate 
a variety  of  thefe  cafes  from  my  own  minutes,  and 
corroborate  tliem  with  fimilar  ones  obferved  by  my 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

My  principal  objedl  in  furnifhingthee  with  tliefe 
3->articulars  is,  that  a remedy  fo  innocent  in  its  ope- 
ration, fo  convenient,  and  which  my  experiments 
taiuhorize  me  to  fay,  fo  efBcacious,  might  he  more 
generally  known,  and  that  others  might  only-make 
the  trials  and  judge  for  themfelves.  So  fully  am  I 
convinced,  from  what  I have  witneHed,  of  the  pre- 
ference they  claim,  asareipedy  fop  recent  fprains, 
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contufions,  inflnmmations,  &c.  to  the  means  ivhich 
are  ufually  employed  in  iliofe  cafes,  that  I hafe  no 
hefitation  in  recomraending  tjiem,  firmly  believing 
they  will  be  found  to  anfvver  our  molt  faiiguine  ex- 
f eolations,  provided  they  are  applied  with  judgment 
and  pei  fc:v&i-mce%  The  f/hplicity  of  the  application 
has  often  induced  me  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
a I'uilic  lad,  who,  I b.ave  found,  can  ufe  tlicm  as 
^dvantagemifly  as  myfeif. 

I am  lorry  I cannot  inform  thee  that  equal  fiii> 
cefs  has  attended  ray  experirncnis  on  forae  other 
animals,  on  which  I have  tried  them.  For  feveral 
difeafcs  of  Sheep  I have  applied  them  wiihoiii  any 
In  the  comjdaint  termed  by  the  Ihepherds 
the  jcuit  evil,  I have  never  been  able  to  obferve  the 
kaft  advantage  from  the  ufe  of  the  Tra(5lors,  In 
two  or  tliree  cafes,  however,  of  inflammation  of 
the  udder,  we  have  ohferved  a dirnimuion  of  the 
inflammation  from  their  ufe.  The  ineflkacy  of  the 
'Fraefors  upon  iheep,  was  at  firfl  a mutter  of  m'lch 
furprize  with  me.  It  feemed  very  extraordinary, 
that  a remedy,  whofe  efledts  in  the  dii’eafes  of  the 
human  fpecies  and  the  horfe  are  capable  of  being 
made  fo  extremely  evident,  fhould  not  alfo  have  the 
fame  influence  in  the  difeafes  of  ilaeep,  more  efpe- 
cially  as  it  is  found  in  the  Galvanic  experimenrs,  that 
all  animals  are  fuhjed:  to  the  influence  of  metals, 
when  applied  to  their  denuded  nerves  and  miifcles;- 
Rut  after  refledling  much  on  ilfw  fubjedt,  the  caufe 
of  this  difference  has  at  length  occurred  to  nne% 
JVovident  nature  has  very  bountifully  fupplied  the 
body  of  die  fheep  with  an  un^ittous.  and  oily  fluid, 
doubtlefs  to  promote  the  rapid  growtli  of  the  w^uil, 
and  defend  it  from  the  wet.  This  animal,  juibly 
efteemed  one  of  the  moft  valuable  in  the  world,  is 
yearly  robbed  of  its  wool;  and  as  the  fecond  growth 
of  this  Covering  is  fupported  by  the  oily  matter,  a 
greater  quantity  becomes  neceffary  for  chat  purpofe. 
Now  we  find  kom  experience,  that  all  undfuous 
Q 4 * - boilieii 
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fecclies  refifl  the  Metallic  Influence.  Even  pomatum 
applied  to  the  hair,  it  is  well  afcertaincd,  preven’s 
ihe  Tractors  from  relieving  pains  in  that  part  of  the 
liead  {,>v€r  which  the  pomatum  is  ufeu:  v/e  therefore 
can  e.nfily  conceive  that  the  body  of  the  flieep,  which 
is  conilantly  ciotlied  with  this  oily  matter,  cannot 
ha  adled  upon  by  them.  In  the  inflammation 
of  fhe  udder  of  a fheep,  where  thiR  fluid  is  not 
io  abundatu,  the  Metallic  Pradlice,  w'e  find,  was 
tl'.ongb.t  to  be  cf  ufe,  by  abating  the  inflammation  ; 
and  tills  I apprehend  would  have  taken  place  more 
rflfeclually,  had  the  udder  been  previoiifly  w'afhed 
witii  wc'irrn  xvacer  and  wiped  clean,  a praclice  which 
I would  recommend  previous  to  all  operations  with 
the  Tradlors.  In  many  cafes  I have  found  the  per- 
fpirahle  matter  iliuing  from  bodies  prevent  any  effc-dt 
from  the  Metallic  application,  and  on  removing  that 
©bfiacle,  relief  would  be  immediately  obtained 

“ How  far  thefe  fadfs  coincide  wrh  thofe  which 
have  been  noticed  by  other  perfons,  who  have  given 
the  Traddcrs  an  extenfive  trial,  thou  wilt  be  bell 
enabled  to  judge.  As  my  remarks  are  tbie  refult  of 
confldenibie  experience,  and  pretty  attentive  obfer- 
vation,  I have  no  objedfion  to  their  being  made 
public,  if  thou  tbinkeft  they  may  be  of  ufe,  by  in- 
ducing others  to  make  fimilar  ti  ials,  and  thereby  en- 
able them  to  judge  for  themfelves.  V/ith  my  heft 
wifhes  fora  continuance  of  thy  fiic'cefs,  in  alleviat- 
ing the  fufferings  of  humanity,  I remain  thy  alfured 
friend,  JohnGrani.” 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Grant’s  commn- 
nication  of  his  experiment  on  Animals,  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  have  made  particular  mention  of  the  inef- 
ficacy of  the  Traaors  on  Sheep,  and  to  liave  affigned 
the  fame  reafons  which  Mr.  G.  has  adduced  ; hut  his 
obfervations  totally  preclude  the  neceflity  of  enlarg- 
ing further  on.  that  I'ubjeaat  prefent ; it  rnay  How- 
ever be  proper  merely  to  add,  that  other  ingenious 
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;i!ul  obferving  pcrfons^  who  have  tried  the  TradlorS 
on  Sheep,  have  reprefeiited  that  their  fuccefs  lias  not 
bfcn  fo  great  on  that  animal  as  onHorfes,  v.  hofe  bo- 
tiies  are  dryer,  and  iefs  li|bie  to  be  covered  witii  unc- 
tuous matter,' 


Mr.  Thomas  Keen  of  "Warwick*  s t re f.t 
'hoy.  having  aljo  made  trial  of  the  ^ra^iors  cn  his 
Jiorfe^,  has  obligingly  favoured  me  vjith  the  rejults,  aS 
Joliov'i 

“ London,  7th  Mo.  24th,  99. 

Efteemed  Friend, 

I can  have  have  no  objc<5lion  to  thy  pnblifiiing 
my  experiments  ia  ith  the  Tractors  on  Holies,  if  it 
can  afford  tliee  or  the  public  any  advantage.  My 
firfl  trial  was  upon  an  Aged  Hoi fe,  that  for  many 
years  had  been  fubjccl  to 

Severe.  Injlam.natiom  about  his  Ankles  and  Feet, 

‘‘  The  Tradfors  \\  ere  iifed,  when  the  parts  were 
in  a high  flr.te  of  difeafe,  the  whole  furface,  from 
fonie  inches  above  the  hoc  f,  being  extremely  ia- 
flamed  and  tender,  and  there  was  very  evidently  pro- 
duced a conficlerable  abatement  of  the  infiamma- 
tion.  This  relief  was  given,  notwithftanding  the 
weather,  at  the  time  when  the  application  was  made, 
was  extremely  cold,  and  of  courfe  very  unfayoura- 
bie  to  th.e  complaint.  Being  obliged  to  fend  this 
hoife  into  the  country,  I had  not  an  opportunity  t)f 
continuing  the  pradlicc,  and  efFe<5ling  the  cure. — But 
the  cafe  which  afforded  the  mofl  decifive  evidence, 
occurred  in  a Waggon-Horfe,  that  received  a 
Feiy  fevere  Coutufon 

ill  the  lower  part  of  his  Siernu7n,  or  his  brefiff-bone, 
from  a fall.  The  parts  became  higldy  tumefied,  and 
the  animal  in  confequence  extremely  lame  A far- 
rier was  emjdoyed,  who  made  ufe  of  feveral  reme- 
dies, but  without  any  rcdudlion  of  the  tumefadbioa 
or  iamenefs.  In  this  fiiate  of  the  complaint,  the 

I'radlors 
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Tra<51ors  were  had  recoiirfe  to,  and  after  cleanfing 
t he  parts  from  the  oiJy  and  greafy  fabilances,  which 
had  been  ufcd,  they  were  drawn  over  the  fweiiing, 
and  extended  down  the  arm  of  the  leg.  The  efie6^s 
c;f  their  apj  dication  were  very  foon  perceived,  both  by 
the  renioval  of  a great  part  of  his  lamenefs,and^by  the 
rcdniftion  of  the  tumor.  Astheufe  cf  the  Tractors 
was  repeated,  the  horfe  continually  derived  benefit. 
Matter  being  already  formed,  when  they  were  fnfb 
applied,  the  tumefa£^lon  could  not  be  entirely  dif- 
perfed,  until  this  was  difeharged.  The  horfe  has 
been  in  perfect  health  ever  fmee.  We  think  we  can 
observe  a little  tfiffnefs  in  the  kg  which  was  lame, 
but  this  is  nor,  fo  confiderable  as  to  injfu’e  the  a’ni- 
rnal,  and  indeed  it  is  Itardly  perceptible. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Tradlors  inthefe  cafes,  has  in- 
tluced  me  to  commence  a com  fe  of  experiments  on  a 
valuable  horfe  of  mine,  in  danger  of  lofing  both  hi§ 
eyes  from  great  inflammation  and  weakrefs.  Tim 
complaint  had  been  coming  on  for  a long  time,  and 
the  eyes  v^ere  already  nearly  lofl.  As  1 have  juft 
began,  I cannot  yet  inform  thee  of  the  refuit,  but  I 
have  a pleafure  in  faying,  the  profpedsare  favoura^ 
ble.  The  eye  upon  which  I have  applied  them  moft, 
is  evidently  amended.’’ 

The  Author  has  been  made  acquainted  with  fe- 
veral  other*  trials  of  the  Trailers  on  Hoifes,  which 
have  been  attended  with  equal  fuccefs  to  thofe  already 
cited  ; but  as  written  ftatements  of  thefe  have  not 
been  communicated  for  publication,  he  cannot  tako 
the  liberty  of  detailing  them. 

One  cafe  in  particular  of 

Ftj/arge  7mn(.  and  Lawenefs  in  ihe  Knee* 
of  a Horfe  in  the  poffefTion  of  a Baronet,  is'very  im- 
portant, and  he  regrets  that  the  abfence  of  the  owner, 
who  performed  the  cure  himfelf,  deprives  him  of  the 
opportunity  of  prefenting  his  ftatement  to  the  jmb- 
lic.  I'his  lameiiefs  and  enlargement  had  been  of  fix 
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months  tluration,  and  was  cured  in  four  days  by  the 
frequent  life  oT  the  Trad^ors. 

As  far  as  the  experiments  hav^e  gone, I am  autho- 
rized in  declaring,  that  the  Metallic  aiiplication  has 
pt  oved equally  .elficacious  on  Horfes  as  on  the  Hun, tan 
Bt)dy.  Thofe,  who  may  be  difpofed  to  extend  the 
beneritof  the  IVaeiors  to  the  bi'ute  creation,  wilt  un- 
doubtedly feethe  propriety  of  diferiminnting  between 
cliTeafes  which  are  proper  for  the  Metallic  Pradice^ 
ami  thofe  which  are  of  a different  defeription.  Oil 
this  head,  the  operator  will  bo  bell  inftiuifted  by  at- 
luulingto  wliat  has  already  been  faid  on  the  difeafes 
of  the  human  body.  Such  as  correfj'.ond  with  thefe 
may  expe6f  fimilar  effciffs.  Thofe  complaints  that 
ariie,  as  it  were,  from  an  hereditary  difpofuion,  as  is? 
the  fadf  in  fome  horfes,  it  is  hardly  necelTary  to  re* 
mark,  will  not  find  a permanent  cure  in  the  Trac«» 
tors ; bur  recent  topical  af-fe6lions  attended  with  great 
pain,  will  he  found  molt  fubjedl  to  the  Metallic  In- 
liuence,  . The  judgment  of  the  operator  mull  be  em- 
])loyqd  in  afeertaining  the  prefence  of  pain.  In  thi^ 
lie  will  be  affifled  by  remarking  the  peculiar  adions 
of  the  animal,  and  particularly  by  obferving,  whether 
there  is  an  unufnal  degree  of  heat,  and  a lurgidnefs 
of  the  blood  velTels  on  the  parts.  If  the  difeafe  is 
feated  in  the  limbs,  a lamenefs  generally  attends.  Too 
much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  cleanlinefs,  and  ren- 
dering the  part,  which  is  deftined  for  the  operation, 
perfedfly  free  from  all  oily  and  greafy  fubflances. 
As  Ihcep  are  generally  covered  with  unctuous  mat- 
ter, we  muft  not  expecTt  to  do  them  fo  much  fcrvice 
as  other  animals.  When  performing  the  applica- 
tion, imlefs  from  extreme  inflammation  the  parts  are 
very  tender,the  Ti'adtors  fltouldbedrawn  harder  over 
the  fkin  than  on  the  human  body,  always  obferving, 
that  the  point  of  the  inlliument  be  introduced 
through  tlie  hair. 
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THE  foliowing  Cafes  were  received  after  thefe 
iV-eets  were  |)rintedo/f.  Tlielr  importance  war- 
rants au  iiifertion  of  them  in  this  place. 

Mtport  cf  Expmmsntv  with  Perkinses  Patet:t  Metallic 
Erafiors'in  the  PuLltc  Difpenfaf  y of  Sunderland^  County 
Of  Durham. from  the  Minute-Book  by  Mr. 
E D G A F the  Jipol becaryy  and  approved  /^Dr.  Brown, 
Fhyfcian  to  Hoc  Irjhtution* 

Thomas  Brown,  8,  recommended  by  Mr. 
Keur  T LEV,  admitted  May  30th  Brown, 

Phyhciaii. 

Violent  Pain  in  the  Hrad)  occafoning  Delirium, 

June  id.  The  Traylors  were  applied  ii  minutes 
jduring  which  time  the  pain  gradually  diminilhed.— 
It  w'as  iikewife  cbferved  that  the  florid  colour  in  his 
face  dilappaared^— 2d.  The  pain  not  fu  violent  as 
yederday.  He  fays  be  had  a better  day  than  he  has 
experienced  for  fome  time;  iifed  the  Traftors  10 
minutes;  the  pain  totally  left  !nrn, — 3d.  A flight  re- 
turn this  morning,  which  was  relieved  as  before.— 
4th.  The  application  bein.  repeated  n 5 minutes,  he 
found  himfelf  perfectly  eafy.  N.  B.  T.  e delinum 
ceafed  after  the  firft  app’ic  ^tion.— DTmiffed  cured. 

John  Hill,  yE  69,  recommended  by  Mr.  Hut- 
ton, admitted  June  icth  1799- — A.  Scott,  Phy- 
fician. 

jd  fevers  Chronic  Pkcumatijm  in  the  Left  Shoulder, 
June  nth.  The  Tractors  were  applied  in  a direc- 
tion from  hisfhoulder  to  his  wrid  5 minutes,  during 
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which  time  the  pains  confiderably  lelTened.  Tlie 
operations  were  daily  continued  until  the  i8th,  when 
he  found  himfelf  perfe(5tly  well. — Difmiired  cured. 


Georoe  Dickson,  /E.  24,  recommended  by  Mr. 
Wylam,  admitted  July  4th  1799. — 

Phyfician. 

Inflammation  of  the  EyCj  and  violent  Pain  in  both  Anm* 

July  5th.  Operated  upon  the  eye  12  minutes;  the 
inflammation  fubfided  in  part.  Repeated  the  fame 
at  evening  15  minutes,  and  it  was  removed  entirely. 
—6th.  The  Tradtors  were  applied  5 minutes  on  each 
arm  with  great  relief.  Repeated  it  at  evening  18 
minutes,  and  the  pains  were  eradicated.— Difmiffed 
cured. 


John  Denton,  38,  recommended  by  Mr. 
Bray,  admitted  July  loth  1799. — T.  Brown  Phy-^ 
fician. 

Rheumatifmy  chiefly  affe&ing  the  right  Shoulder, 

Operated  8 minutes ; he  found  much  relief.  At 
evening  but  little  better  as  to  pain  ; he  w^as,  how- 
ever, able  to  move  his  arm  much  eafier  than  before. 
Ufed  the  Traftors  15  minutes;  the  pain  removed 
further  down  the  arm.  Continued  the  application 
10  minutes  longer;  the  pain  was  totally  relieved.— 
This  complaint  had  affedted  him  feverely  for  ten 
years.— Difmiffed  cured-. 


William  Rogerson,  M.  24,  recommended  by 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham,  admitted  July  iith 
1799.— -T.  Brown,  Pliyfician. 

Violent  Pains  in  the  Loim  and  Heady  ivitb  continual 
Sicknefs, 

July  i2th.  TheTradlors  were  ufed  12  minutes; 
confidcrably  relieved.  At  evening  repeated  for  the 

fame 
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fame  l:ime  ; pains  eafy.-*~i  3th.  They  were-  life 
’twice,  and  he  felt  himfelf  peiTedlly  cured.  Tliis 
nin;ht  he  vomited  a large  worm,-— 14th.  No  return 
af  his  complaints.  The  ficknefs  left  him  after  the 
firid  application.— Difmiired  cured. 

' George  Armstrong,  /E.  S,  recommended  by 
Wm.  Peareth,  Efq;  admitted  Auguft  8lh,  1799. 

Jlcute  Tam  in  ths  left  Shoulder^ 

Dr.  Brown  applied  the  Traclors  himfelf,  in  the 
diredlion  from  his  llioulder  to  lus  elbow,  about  15 
■miiuites,  which  gave  him  much  relief  — 9th.  He 
complained  of  but  very  little  pain.  The  applica- 
tions were  repeated  four  or  five  times,  when  he  was 
difmiffed  cured. 


Korert  Ferguson,  ,^.46,  recommended  by 
Mr.  G rahajM,  admitted  Augufl  19th,  1799.— A. 
Scott,  Phyfician. 

Severe  Kheumatifm  in  his  Loins^  and  adjacent  Parts* 

Augufl  20th.  The  Tra<frors  were  applied,  in  a di* 
reilion  from  his  hip  to  his  knee,  12  minutes,  after 
which  the  pains  were  not  fo  fevere.  The  applica-* 
tion  being  repeated  14  minutes  at  night,  he  found 
the  pain  lemove  into  his  knee.— 21ft.  lire  Tractors 
were  nfed  10  minutes ; he  was  much  relieved.  Re- 
peated the  fame  at  night,  and  the  pain  was  removed 
to  theankle. — 2id.  The  Tradfors  were  applied  twice ; 
the  pain  left  his  ankle,  and  he  found  himfelf  totally 
relieved.— Difmiffed  cured. 

' Ann  Sqjuires,  Ail.  55,  recommended  by  Mr. 
'Thompson,  admitted  September  9th,  1799* — 
Scott,  Phyfician. 

^cute  Pain  in  the  Hif>, 

Sept.  loth.  Ten  rninutes  application  of  the  Trac- 
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tors  gave  ber  much  relief.  They  were  continued 
twice  a day  until  the  14th,  when  flie  was  difmifled 
cured. 


William  Todd,  -^.8,  recommended  by  Mr. 
T.  Horn,  admitted  Sept.  9th,  1799.— «A.  Scott^ 
Phyfician. 

- Inflammation  in  the  Eye^  ^ojith  violent  Pain  in  the  Reach 
Sept.  loth.  The  Tra6lors  were  drawn  over  the 
lid  of  the  eye,  and  down  the  face,  12  minutes,  dur- 
ing which  the  pain  was  relieved.  At  night  the  ap- 
plication was  repeated,  and  a copious  difeharge  of 
water  enfued  ; the  inflammation  fubfided  a little, 
^itth.  The  Tractors  vv'ere  ufed  as  before,  audit 
nearly  ceafed  ; the  pain  in  the  head  entirely  left  him. 
The  fame  was  repeated  20  minutes  at  evening,  and 
now  the  inflammation  of  the  eye  adtually  difap- 
Xieared.— Difmhfed  cured. 


James  Sharp,  JE,  25,  recommended  by  Mr. 
Reed,  adrhitted  Nov.  i8th,  1799. — Scott, 
Phyfic/an, 

Severe  Chronic  Rheumatijm  in  the  Hip* 

Nov.  19th.  The  Tra6i:ors  were  applied  20  minutes, 
in  a direction  from  his  hip  to  his  knee,  which  gave 
him  great  relief.  At  night  it  was  as  bad  as  before. 
On  operating  then  25  minutes,  the  pain  was  removed 
into  the  knee. — Next  morning,  20th,  another  ope-^ 
Vation  drew  it  into  his  ankle.  At  evening,  on  re- 
peating it,  there  remained  little  or  no  pain. — 21ft. 
The  TraiJIors  were  ufed  30  minutes,  after  which  he 
found  himfelf  perfedlly  relieved.  They  have  been 
repeated  daily  fmee,  merely  to  prevent  a return. 


Printed  by  Luke  Hanfard, 
Great  Tumjaicy  Lincoln  s-Inn  Fields, 


To  be  had  by  the  Publtpen  of  this  Tra&,  Price  2;.  6d» 
by  the  fame  Author  : 

, f 

Influence  of  Meta  llic  Tractors  on  the 
Human  Body,  in  removing  Rheumatifm,  Pleurily, 
Gouty  Affe<Slions,  and  various  other  painful  Inflam- 
matory Difeafes;  in  which  is  given  the  Hiflory  of 
this  Difcovery,  and  the  Experiments  of  Literary 
Chara6lers  in  America. 

• Alfoy  Price  51.  in  Boards^  400  Pagety 

Experiments  with  the  Met allic  Trac- 
tors, as  publifhed  by  Prox^essqrs  IIerholdt 
and  Rafn,  of  the  -Royal  Academy  of  Sciences, 
Copenhagen:*  tOAvhich  are  added,  Reports  of  about 
150  Cafes  in  England,  demonftrating  the  efficacy  of 
the  Metallic  Pra<Slice  in  a variety  of  complaints  upon 
the  Human  Body,  and  on  Horses  5 communi- 
cated by  Medical  and  other  refpedfable  Characbers. 

N.  B.  All  perfons  who  are  in  pofleffion  of  the 
Tra6lors,  ffiould  alfo  own  the  above  works,  as  every 
circumflance  pertaining  to  the  Metallic  Pra6lice  is 
in  them  treated  of  much  more  copioufly  than  in  the 
prefent. 


